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REFLECTIONS 
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By THOMAS DAY, Efq; 


Vedrann fanguinofe battagUe; inauditi afledii; fpavcntcvoli facchi, ia-« 
cendii) e rovine; fuccelfi maritimi, che d'atrocita non cederano ai 
terreilti ; e non meno atrocemente poi trafportatc I'armi da vicini mart 
d'Europa ne' piu rcmoti deli' Indie. Ulcira ix\ rarmi qualche soXxM 
ancora il negozio; e fra I'mrano ftrepito della guerra, il defiaerio natural 
dclla pace. Contuttocio prevaleranno poi fempre le rovine, le morti, e 
le ftragi per ogni canto* Bentivogiio della vuerra di Fitindra, 

Our late deluliona have much exceeded any thing known in hiftory, not 
even excepting thofe of the crufadcs. For, I fuppofe, there is no ma- 
thematical, ftill lefc an arithmetical demondration, that the road to th« 
Holy Land, was not the road to Paradife, as there is, that the endlefa 
f ncreafe of national debts is •the dire^l road' to national ruin — S<* 
egregious indeed has been our folly, that we have even loft all title to; 
tompai&on, in the numberlefs calamities that are waiting us. 

Hume*s Hifiory of England^ Vol. 5. p. 471* 
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REFLECTIONS 


<J N T H E 


^RESENT STATE of E^^GLAND, &c. 


f 1 . -• 

\ Ux' I ■ lit 


ENGLANb IS now placed in the.moft cH-' 
ticial fituatioh flic has ever experienced, 
iihcc flie has poffeffcd that degree of power and 
pre-eminence which flie hais held for hear a cen- 
tury^ amohgft the neighbouring nations. Ad- 
vanced by a variety of caufes to that dangerous 
iupcriority which never fails to excite the 
jealoufy of every other people, that is placed 
within the fphere of its attradion, ine has not 
beeo fufticiently attentive to prevent^ by her mo- 
deration, that degree of envy which never fails 
to attend on greatnefs« Added to this, flie has mii^ 
taken the very interefts of her own ambition 5 and, 
inftead of* maintaining in perfeft vigour thofe re- 
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fourccs which wotuld have over-awcd the jcaloufjr 
flie excited, (he has foalifhly laviflied them in 
the moft wild, unprofitable manner that ever dif- 
graced a nation. The Colonies, whofe importance 
we now too late acknowledge, appear to have 
been the immediate caufes of her greatnefs. A 
country pf^ifia in all the articica cither of o/r- 
ceffity or luxury ; a climate varying through 
every degree of heat and cold i an immcnfc ocean 
every where furniflicd with ports, and inviting 
the inhabitants^ to induftry and commerce ^ toge- 
ther with that extent of fertile foil which fcemed 
to allow the human fpecies liberty to expand for 
ages yet to come ; werc^fuch advantages as no 
period of recorded time has ever feen attached to 
any other people in the univerfc. When we add 
tathis, an identity of manners, . language, pre- 
judices, religion, nay, of intereft itfclf, it n>uft 
be confcfled that we have no " reafon to expcd a 
fimilar phccnomcnon, unkfs Providence, by the 
agency of its moft powerful inftruraents of de- 
ftruftion, fhould confound the pride of ma,n, and" 
lay the world which we inhabit w^fte, that the 
humaji fpecies might begin their courfc anew. 

But what Nature, which has fo widely fepa- 
rated the two countries, had failed to do, what 
the united forgq of all the Pow,ers of Europe 
could not have effeftcd, the' wild ambition of 
one part of this nation, affiftcd by the vanity, 
blindncfs, and fupinenefs of the reft, has. now 
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ptt-peirated : Amenca is now divided from the 
Pafenc-€oi3ntfy, and leaves us nothing but the 
melancholy coniolation of reflecting at leifure on 
what we have loft, or forming fchcmes which may 
at bed bb vifionary % and fhouid we fail in wifely 
managin$^ the laft ftake m^y be fdtal. 

I will not confutne time to ehumerate the com- 
plicated bkffirtgi we have loft, or to execrate the 
ftlfifll and deteftable policy, Which, grafping at a 
toy, hat thr6Wn aWay the noblcft empire in thfc 
urii^crfe; i will totifine myfelf to a fingle point, 
in the immenfe chaos of matter which rifes before 
fne, and endeavour plainly and diftinftly to ftate 
Che fads which are molt ncccfTary to be under- 
ftood, and rcafoned from, in our prefcnt 
iituation. 

England i-s tonfefledly in the moft critical iitua- 
tion fhe has c'v^r experienced. With ruined re- 
^urces ; her commerce alrabft ahnihilated ; hef 
beft blood lavifhed on the deteftable fchemcs- of 
private ambition 5 her colonies exafperated by 

perfecutions and cruelties too fhocking to be 
enumerated, and a(5tually emancipated by fuccefs* 
ful refiftance from her dominion * ; her agricul- 
ture, 

■ 

. * << Oiir cotefties, while they have Knglifh blood in their 
Vftins^ and have relations in England, and while they can 
^et by trading with us, the flronger and greater they grow, 
the more tbis crowA and kingdom will get by them ; and 

nothing 
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ture, the prop of etery {odety^ impaired % and her 
debts encreafed almoft beyond the poffibility of 
further endurance ; fhe ftands fingly forth upon 
the great theatre of the world, unfupported^ unaf- 
fifted, to contend with three powerful nations, 
almoft as much for exiftcnce as for command and 
£lory. The reft of Europe keeps aloof, attentive 
to the mighty conteft^ and watching every oppor- 
tunity to promote its refpedive interefts^ by the 
common mifchiefs of the combatants. Nor is this 
idl : every natiqn has tn turn fro^rnf d qpo^^ the 

nothing hut fuch an arbitrary power as ihall make them def*. 
perate, can bring them to rebel/' Dave k ant, vol. 2. p. ip. 

'' And as care ihoold be taken to keep them obedient to 
the laws of England:^ and dependent upon their mother- 
country, fp thofe conditions, privileges, terms, and charters,* 
Ihoald be kep( famd and inviolate, by which they were firfl 
^ncom-aged^ at th^^ ^reat expence, and with the hazard of 
fheir lives, to difcover, cultivate, and plant remote places^ 
^here in truth they labour as wfV for us as for themielves, for 
here at lad their treafure centers/^ Ibid. p. 32. 

<' Without doubt it is adviiable that no little emulations or 
private interefts of neighbours, governors, nor that the pe- 
titions of hungry courtiers at home, ihould prevail to dif* 
courage thofe particular colonies, who, in a few years, have 
raife4 themfelves by, their own charge^ prudence, and in* 
duftry, to the wealth and greatnefs they are now arrived atj, 
without expence to the crown : upon which account any in- 
^eration^ or breach of their original charters (befides thai 
It feems a breach of the public faith) may peradvent^r^ not 
fend to th? King's profit." Ibid, p. 34, 
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is) 

Bricilh advances, and (hewed itfelf inimical to tke 
caufe in which we are engaged ^ nor can I en- 
tertain a Angle doubt, that had it been neceflary to 
the purpofes of the American independence, every 
other people would have fucceffively come for- 
ward, and contended with ys for the prize. Na- 
ture, or Providence, ivhich dircdbs the paiIIon$ of 
nations, like thofe of indiyidiials, to the advance- 
ment of their own incerefts,'has, in this cafe, pro- 
pofed two of the n^oft alluring objcfts which can 

ad upon human avarice or ambition ; the abafc- 
ment of an haughty rival, and the hopes of that 
immenfe fpoil which the emancipation of ^^merica 
prepares for Europe at large, Thefc difpofitions 
of our neighbours muft have been evident, from 
the very firft, to every man who caft the moft 
fuperficial view upon the ftate of things, or had 
the flighteft acquaintance with hiftory. The 
4"ulcrs of this country alone appear to have been 
unacquainted with thofe truths, which were re- 
vealed even to babes and fucklings : they feem to 
have imagined that France and Spain had for- 
gotten their ancient hatred, their recent wounds • 
that Holland was become inattentive to her own 
comniercial interefts; that every other nation 
would only fee things through the medium of 
the Britifh Miniftryj that every human paflionr 
muft he huflied, every human intereft fufpended, 
while they were permitted to direft the tempefts 
fhcy had wifcd to the objcfts of their caprice or 

hatred. 
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Witfcd. I n«d hot here obferVe how gfofljr, 
how fatally they have bcendifappointcd. The 
final emancipation trf Artierlca, the degradation of 
our naval honour, the. lois of almoft all our 
European and Wcftern pofleffions, is the mode- 
raic prfce which this natiort ^i^^ already paid for 
the implicit confidence which thij Sovereign has 
. repofed in his faithful and experienced fervants. 
Let uf now enquire what are the mcafures moft 
likely to procure our fafety, amidft thefc com- 
plfcated dift reflex. 

• iTlie original caufe of dilpute between England 
stniS her* Colonies, arofe from the claim of the 

Britifli Parliannent to levy ta^es upon the Ame; 
ricans, exerted in a trifling duty upon te:^, im- 
jpbfcd in the year iy6j. but. when, after the 
violence of the people of Bofton, committed up- 
on the teas of the Eaft- India Company in i^?78k 
fcverai afts haJpalTed the Britiih Parliament^ 
each encreafing in feverity,, which annuUed fheir 
government, abolifhed their Houfes of Afferably, 
deprived them of trial by jury, refigncd their 
lives and property for every and for no offende 
into the hands of Governors nominated by tho 
Crown ; and, laft of all, abfolutely prohibited 
all commerce between the two nations, and per- 
mitted every ad of hoftility to be exercifed upon 
them 'p the origiisal caiife of oppofition was fwal-< 
low<;d up in the immediate necdllty of yielding 
to unconditional fubmiflion, or of boldly re- 
pelling 
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p^JU*ng force by force. In confequence, there- 
fore, of thcfe precipitate and violent afe of the 
Engirfl* Legiftature, which fcemed to have no 
other ead than the extirpation of all Hbcrty in 
America, joined with the mighty preparations 
made ii> this country to enforce them, the Ame- 
rican Congrefs made a bold appeal to the firft * 
pdm^ipics of hidsnan focicty, declared themlelvcs 
iod^ptudeot ^ a country which had deftitied 
them to fiavery and deftruftioa, and invited the 
reft of Europe ta their alliance and aiBftance. 
It is evident,, that from this moment tbeorig^nal 
grounds of the quarrel were changed, and the 
Amcricaas.no.longet fought to refift, as fubjcdts^ 
the claim of tttation ia the Britifti Parliament, 
but to defend themfclves, as independent^ nations, 
from the attacks, of an hoftile people, that exerted 
aU its force to reduce them to unconditional fcr- 
vitude. On the contrary, the avowed end and 
objcft of the war on the fide of England was 
thft reduftioov o£ fo many independent States to 
its^owa domijiaon. The- war which was after- 
wards begun with France has confcflfedly the 
fame objeft ; fince it was not in confequerice of 
any national difpute with that country, but be- 
caiife it fupportedthe freedom and independence ' 
of the American States, 'that England thought it^ 
neccflfery to begin hoftilities ; and the treaty of al- 
liance w hich. was* figned- between the French Go- ' 
vcmmcptaftdahe*Cangfefsy 6fl-rhe^th'of January, 

1778, 
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iyfSi cxprefsly ftates in the fecond articli*^ ihii 
*• the cffcntial and dircft end of the prefcnt de^ 
** fenfivt alliance is» to maintain efFeftaally thd 
•* liberty^ fovercignty^ ahd independence, abfo- 
" lute and unlimited, of the faid United StateSi 
" as well in matters of government as of com- 
•• merceV* 

Hence it is plain, that the war which Great- 
Britain has carried on with the Americans was at 
the beginnings and has been at every inftant of its 
duration^ till the laft vote of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, ftriftly fpeaking, an ofienfive war ; that 
this offenfive war has, in its confequences, em^ 
broiled us with France^ Spain, and Holland, and 
fttU fubfifts at this moment ) fincq howevef re^ 
fpefbable may be the opinion of fo uncorrupt an 
Houfe, it. will not, I imagine^ be pretended^ that 
it bears the authority of a law, in any other caH^ 
than that of dtfqualifying the people from chufin^ 
their own reprefeniatives. 

After having given thefe explanations, in order 
to produce more clearly my ideas upon the fub- 
jeft, I fhall reduce the queftion to a fingle alter-^ 
native : Has Great-Britain abfolutely refigned her 
late ambitious views of conqueft, or is ihe ftill 
determined to profccute the war, till it finally 
terminate in either her own deftruftion, or in! 
that of the American States ? In the firft cafe, \i 
will be a confideration well deferving the atten^ 

tion not only of the Government^ but of the people 

at 
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it large, hf wh^t mean^ (he may, with the greate^ 
celerity and honour, extricate herfelf from the 
fat;al labyrinth In which fhe is involved : in the 
f^cond, it will only be neceffary to add thirty mil* 
iJQiis more to the fupplies ;already voted, to rai^ 
£xty or an hundred thoufand additional troops i 
in order not only to replace thofe we have loft by 
fickne^, by captivity, by combats, and by defers 
xio^ : but to enable our Generals to aA offen* 
iiv^ly, with better oniens than they have hitherto 
i^qne. Should we take fuch vigorous meafurcs as 
X^k^, notwithftaj^ding the inimenfe difference of 
t^e conteft, where the overflowing of our gaols, 
the ftarving remnants of our manufafturers, and 
wretched German peafants, reludantly contend 
with the bcft difciplined and moft warlike troops, 
aflifted, as often as neceffary, by the moft nu- 
merous militia in the world, and this in their 
own country, where every thing is equally ad- 
vantageous to them, and hoftile to us ; notwith^ 
ftanding thefe immenfe diladvanrages, I (hould 
think we might fairly hope, by the end of another 
campaign, fdr this is already loft, to be in pof- 
feffiOD of another poft ^ atleaft, if we add to the 
fpirited exertions I have already mentioned, a 
fleet, of forty fail of the line, to prevent the 
French from pouring in their forces, and turning 
the balance in a critical moment. 
« ; But if thefe ideas are now reputed chimerical, 
and the experiment of a farther offenfive war t>e 
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reje£^ed sAtU Ahortcncc^ Mt oafy by all iid 
eerning miBds, but by our prefent Government^ 
fopportcd'by a larg^ majority of the people, I 
apprehend it wHl be neceflary to enquirek, Wkzt 
will prove the inoft ^SbAual arid fpe«dy m€ans 
of producing that peace, which U^ now becoii)^ id 
ncccflkry to our fitaatten. •. 

Thofe that have done me the honour to ft^ 
this crude eflay with attention, wUl here, I iffia^ 
gine, anticipate the obvious aniWer which pre- 
fcn« itfelf. For if the original and continued 
eaufe of war has been 'the' 'attempt "of Greatt 
IBritain to fubjugate the Independent States of 
America (o her dominion-, if farther. Great- 
Britain, contented with the lofles flie has fuftaln- 
cd, finds hcrfclf in no condition to profccute the 
claim, and is refolved to defift from an offcnfivc 
war m America-, it will neceffarily follow, that the 
ftrft thing to be done is folemnly to defift from thfc 
claim -, and, in defifting, to acknowledge the Inde- 
pendence of America. By this one aft, England re- 
moves every caufe of animofityfrom between hep- 
fclf and the American States. Bythisoneaft ihc 
places herfelf upon the broad foundation of equity 
and reafon; frees herfelf from the necefllty of gv- 
rifoning polls and cities which Ihe cannot hold j Is 
more colleftcd for the defence of herfelf and her 
own undoubted rights ; and ceafes to appear to 

the 
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the reft of Europe in the formidably light of am 
infolent, unjuft, and rapacious conqueror. - * 
^ It may be here obfervcd, that ihould we take 
thefe fteps ; fliouW we. even abandon New^York 
and Charkftown, which I (hould certainly 
think expedient to be done ; the Americans arc 
fo involved by the 8tb article of the Treaty of 
Alliance^ that they can make no feparate peace 
without the permiflion of the French* I anfwer, 
that I think all ideas of peace which are not 
equitable and general^ and which do not extend 
t<l all the nations with whom we are at variance, 
are more calculated to pleafe a party, or ferve a 
Minifter, than to extricate the English people 
from their prefent complicated diftreffe*. 

Since the beginning of the prefent fatal conteft, 
placed as I am at a diftancc from the little in- 
tcrefts and paltry ambition which dazzle fo many 
eyes, and turn them afide from the real purfuit 
of their country's welfare, t have remarked 
with wonder, the grofs falficies and impoftures 
which have fo often been current in this mecropo- 
lis ; and I muft own, that I have fometimes been 
led to fufpeft, that Heaven, in bereaving this 
country of her former glory, was kindly pre- 
paring its inhabitants for the ftroke, by depriv- 
ing them of their fcnfes. For to what caufes 
ftiort of infatuation, can we attribute the various 
opinions which have prevailed at difFerent periods 
of this difaftrous contcft, that the Americans 
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would never look the Britifh foldicry in the face j 
that a few regiments would complete the reduc- 
tion of that immenfc continent ; that a majority 
of the Americans were Attached to the Britifh 
government ; that the exchanging Philadelphia 
for Charleftown was the fubjugation of America 5 
that Lord Cornwallis with an army of about ten 
thoufand men could penetrate and fubdue all the 
Southern provinces ;< that the French would ne- 
ver aflift the Americans 5 and that all the nations 
of Europe would tamely fufFcr our maritime 
tyranny, and the piracies of our privateers ? t'Q 
thefe might be added, were it neceflary to fwell 
the catalogue, many fcntiments and obfervatioas 
of Lords and great men of diftinguiflied abilities 
and importance ; fuch as the opinion of a great 
Law-lord, that the war in America was a de-r 
fenfive war; the humane declaration of a late 
American Secretary, that the Americans fhould 
be decimated with more than Roman Icverity j 
and his aflertion, that though the Americans had 
neither money or credit, the Englifli Government 
could raife troops amongft them cheaper than the 
Congrefs. To thcfe might be added, the obfer- 
vation of a noble Lord, about fix weeks before 
the furrender at York-town, who, fpeaking of 
the Americans, faid, wi?h an air of triumph, 
*' lis font au defefpcir ; and we are juft going to 
eftabliih the civil government ;" of another, whp 
after that furrender affirmed, ** that none but 

Britifh 
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Srltilh fools would be frightened at the lofs of a 
few thoufand troops •/* and the opinion of the 
greateft financier this country has ever fcen, " that 
it was necelTary to maintain pofts jin America, for 
the fake of commerce.^* 

However extravagant thefe opinions and aficr- 
tions, when^ thus crowded together, muft appear, 
I believe there is no man moderately verfed in the 
politics of this nation, during the lad ten years, 
who has not leen them adopted as the principles 
of our public conduA, or avowed by fome of the 
moft diftinguiihed charaders in the nation, as ne- 
cefTary to be adopted ; nor fhould I repeat them, 
in the midftof fo important a difquifition, if I did 
not dread that fome new delufion might arife, de- 
prive us of all our prefent hopes, and plunge u$ in 
deeper mifery than we have yet experienced. The 
prejudice which, I muil confefs, I more particu- 
larly dread at prefent is, that the Americans may 
be induced to accept of peace, without our ac- 
knowledging their independence, and without our 
comprehending their allies. Whence this opinion 
(hould originate, uiilefs from the felBfh defigns of 
fome n)en to confult their own avarice or ambition, 
at the hazard of plunging this country a*new into 
all the horrors of an inveterate civil war, and from 
the general inattention of this people to procure 
genuine information, I own I cannot comprehend. 
]5ut to thofe who have only embraced thefe dan- 
gproys opinions, bccaufe they are not ufed to re- 
flet 
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fkft for themfelres, I would propofe the following 
confiderations : Did not i the Americans, when 
placed out of the Englifh prote^idfi by the aft 
which prohibited all commerce with them m fob- 
jcfts, artd permitted every fptc\e% of hoftility to 
be exercifed upon them as ene/fiie^y fotemnly* de- 
clare themfclves Independent States^ by a vole 
0f Congrefs, dated July 4, 1776 ? Were all the 
itibfequent fuccefTes of the Britifh arms^ when Sir 
William Howe, with an armament capible of 
carrying terror with it into the mod powerful 
European nation, had landed upon Long Ifland^ 
defeated all oppafitiOn, and &6mcA to be tri- 
umphantly proceeding through the country^ ca- 
pable of determining that body to refcind their 
vote ? Nay, when it was the opinion not only of 
the majority of the Englifh, but even of the 
greater part of Earope, that they muft fall a 
prey to the immenfe exertions which were made 
againft them, did a fingle State fwervc from cbc 
general confederacy, or abjure the independence 
which they had declared ? 

If fuch was the inflexible fefotution fliewn by 
%ht Congrefs and the Amcriean States, when the 
progrefs of the Bricifh arms on every fide feeftied 
to have prevented ail future refinance, and 10 
have left them no other alternative than death 
or fervitude ; when not an European nation had 
acknowledged their independence, or fcenicd in- 
eliped tQ fhare their dangers, by encountering 

the 
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tli« vengeance of their mighty foe ; their refoi 
lutlon and perieventncQ ba^e not appeared lei* 
uniform in that change of fortune which fuc* 
cceded. * * 

u ilii f he Autuiomof the year 1777^. the bravQ 
ktid unfQrtuflate General Buqgoyne furrendered to 
fhfiiAjoei^MD rtiiUd^ atStratogi* exhibiting a fa<» 
i4l cw»pl^:Qf Akc vncert^in^y of military glories, 
ltf)4 -ihe vf pify ^: fopvUr . prejudices, Abouc 
l^.fame Ufnf the decided intentions pf the French 
tQ fupport the jndepepdenpc of America be- 
cw^e ^p^r^^t : and the abatement of the lofty 
HiWcnCon$ of the Britiih Miniftry to udcon^ 
^itipnal. fubmi/non^ prpduced the famous Con- 
cilijitpry Pjll,- which pafled March z^ 1778, 
Tfeefe . who rewwber thq franric exultations 
i^ f, conf^deri^ble party of thi$ nation at the 
ft(C<;c(res which had' attended. Ge.r^rai ^owe 
:in thf Auti)R>n ^f. the, year 1776, or confidered 
;lhQ (ikut (jowcoipt with which tlie American 
,F^titJQn& h^ been received at a ftiiji eariier pe- 
CWd^ CQViW JWt bw deplore the fallen fta.«e of 
their country, whichi in a fpace of iittie more 
^n two years, had exhibited every degree of 
^infolent defpotifm a&d abje<5l meanncfs. When 
the Antericans had called upon the Britiih na- 
lioR by every tie of ftiendfeip, intereft, and 
qonfanguiiiiity, to prevent, the >^ild wafte of 
I^ckkI ?nd, bapt:^inefs which waa^to enfue ; wheri 
xh^Y ftatcol thejr complaints with moderation, 

or 
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Of petitioned with temper for redreft, it wti 
deemed unworthy the dignity of the Britifh Par- 
liament to hear their reafons^ confider their in« 
treaties, or even to return an anfwer. The 
pretended reprefentatives of a nation which ddres 
to claim freedom aa its right, publickly refu&d 
to three millions of men the licence co ilate 

their grievances, or implore r^drds : and the 
profefTora of a religion promulgated by the 
lowcft orders of men, which breathes an uni- 
verfal fpirit of peace and equality, and ordain^; 
that he that is higheft fhall miniffer to his bre<^ 
thrcn even in the moft fervile offices of life, 
dared to treat their fellow-creatures as if they 
neither owned a common nature or Creator with 
ihemfclves. In the fame fpirit were the commif- 
fions framed which accompanied thofe furef 
agents of peace, as it was then imagined, the mili- 
tary force. The commiffions granted to General 
Howe gave him no other power than that of 
pardoning all treafbns and mifprifions of treafon, 
upon proper fubmiffion made to him by the 
Americans. This amazing condefcenfion towards 
men who contended that they were only fupft- 
porting their own juft. rights, and who believed, 
that they had only taken up arm^ to avoid the 
laft conditions of Ihame and fervitude> was at- 
tended with all the effeft that its contrivers pro- 
bably intended, — ^frefh indignation and hatred oh 
the part of the Americans, who determined rather 

to 
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to perifli in one general wreck, than meanly 
folicit pardon> wh^re they owned no fault, and 
had themfclves complained of injury. Yet not- 
withftanding thofe lofty vaunts and arrogance of 
the Britilh Miniftry and Parliament ; notwith- 
ftanding the repeated viftories which had attend- 
ed our arnis, and the utter ruin and defpair of the 
republican party in America, which was propa- 
gated and affcrted in every corner of this ifland, 
we find the fecond fet of Commiffioners, on the 
9th of June, 1778, offering fuch terms to the 
rebellious colonies, as were not only infinitely 
beyond their own defircs in 1775, but fuch as 
fcarcely left to this country the fhadow of autho- 
rity over her revolted children. It may defervc 
the confideration of thofe gentlemen, who fcem 
to imagine, that the Americans arc to be drawn 
frt>m their declared independence, from their 
folcmn alliances, from their purpofes avowed to 
Europe and all the world, by the firft gracious 
overtures of a new Adminiftration, to confider 
what was the declaration of the American Con- 
grefs, dated April 22, 1778, upon the fubjcd of 
this very commiffipn. They declared, " That any 
man, or body of men, who fliould prefume to 
makd any fcparate or partial convention or agree- 
ment with Commiffioners under the Crown of 
Great-Britain; Ihould be confidercd and treated 
as encnAies to the United States. That the United 
States could not with propriety hold any con- 
r D fercnce 
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ference or tr^ty with any CommHHoadrs oh ^a * 
part of Great Britain, unlefs they fhould,; as a 
preliminary thereto, either withdraw their fleets 
and armies, cfr, m pofitive and exprefs terms^ 
acknowledge the independence of the faid States." 
The anfwer of the Congreis was exactly con- 
formable to this declaration,. dBd[ tb^ whcJe ce* 
gociation ended in the continuance of the war, 
and the abandoning of Philadelphia, as a preli- : 
minary to the total fubjugation of America. 

If fuch has been the inflexible lj)ir5t of Ame- 
rica, during every period botft of adverfe and 
profpcrous fortune, I would wifh to know upon 
what thofc gentlemen found their opinions, who' 

fcem to imagine that the Americans will now treat 
with England on terms Ihort of independence ? * 
— Have our arms been attended with fuch de- 
cifive fucceflfes as may infpire this confidence ? 
Have fo many nations acceded to our alliance^ 
as may infpire them with doubt and terror ? 
Is it the formidable ftate of our navy, our 
finances, or the internal proofs of virtue, and 
confummate abilities which we have difplay^d to 
Europe, that fupport this opinion ? Or is it 
our brilliant fuccefles againft the perfidious Dutch, 
a new. enemy flung into the preponderating 
fcale, and that mafter-piecc of Britifh valour 
and policy, the capture of St. Euftatius ? 

I am the more intercfted in bringing forward 
fa£ts like thefe to the public attention, becairie 

I have 
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I have repeatedly feen the moment of peace and 
reconciliation flung away, by refufing thofe 
conceflions which would have purchafed them. 
Had we condefcended^ in 1775,10 con (id er the 
American petitions, and grant redrefs ^ had wc» 

in 177^% inftcad of pardoning, in the true fpirjt 
<rf a lawyer J reafon and mifprifion of tncafon, 
offered tbcm fecurity for the contefted points, 

there can be little doubt that the war would 
have been cither prevented, or ,fpeedily con-^ 
eluded. Let the Britifli nation beware how, for 
the third time, they lofc the moment of fecurity 
which is placed within their power, light up the 

flame of civil war anew, and expofe themfelves 
to fuffcr, in turn, the evils they have been fo long 

infliding. Let them remember, that Carthage, 
the great archetype of England, once covered 
the feas with fleets, and aftonifhed the world 
with the rapid augmentation of her opulence 
and greatnefs ; that fhe too aimed at diftant 
conquefts and dominions, while Hannibal was 
dcfolating the fruitful plains of Italy, and thun* 
dering at the gates of Rome ; but let them aifo 
remember, that when the tide of fortune changed, 
Hannibal was recalled for the defence of Africa, 
and a fingle battle decided the fate of Carthage. 

As to thofe who yet flatter themfelves that it 
is in the power of this nation, either to grant or 
to withhold the independence of America, I 
muit intreat them to contider what it is which 

D 2 ccnflicute^ 
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confftitutes the independence of any country. 
— Is it not the firm undcviating will of the 

individuals who compofe it not to fubmit 
to foreign domination, accompanied with the 
aftual exercife of fovereignty, and the power of 
defending themfelves from all external vio- 
lence ? In all thefe refpcfts, is not America as 
adually independent as any nation of Europe, 

as independent as Great-Britain herfelf, would 
ihe, for an iallant^ lay afide her habitual arro^ 
gance, and conflder her own internal (ituation P 
For upon what fliall we ^ablilh our fuperior 
claim f Is it uppn a ihort continuance of inau* 
fpicious peace, during which the nation has feen 
almoft every poft of truft and power filled up ' 
by tntn whom fhe hated or fufpefted ; the facred 
rights of popular eleftion invaded ; the dreams of 
juftice itfelf fometimes tainted, fometimcs re- 
ftrained ; and every petition of the people 
treated with uiidifguifed contempt ? Is it upon 

a fevcn years civil war, into which the moft 
refpcftablc, perhaps the major part of this na- 
tion has been reludantly dragged, and forced to 
contribute to its continuanjce by expences aU 
moft ruinous to the very exiftence of private pro* 
perty, like malefaftors that are condemned to 
carry the inftruments of their own execution ? 
Is it upon the patience witli which this peo. 
pie has born the deftruftive burthens of the 
ptcfent war, the wild waftc of public property, 

2 and 
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and the refufal of that moderate redreis whick 
Afiatic tyrants would fcarcely have rcfufed to 
Afiatic flavcs ? — Or is it, laftly, upon that vote 
of an uncorrupted Houfe of Commons, which 
cftabliflics the cxiftcnce of public abufes in thefe 
memorable words : ** that the influence of the 
«« Crown has been increafed, is increafing, and 
** pught to be diminifhed.'* 

Should any honeft minds be offended at the 

« 

boldnefs which I ufe, I muft beg them to 

qonfider that I do not mention a fingle circum- 
ftance, which has not repeatedly been aflerted, 
and reafoned from as faft, by moft of the 
gentlemen who now compofe our Adminiftration ; 
and I am not willing to lofe that happy moment, 
which may, perhaps, never return, when I 
find my own fcntim^nts in perfed unifon with 
thofe of the eftabliftied government. If far- 
ther apology than this (hould be deemed nc- 
ceflary, I muft reply, that we have been too 
long intoxicated with the fumes of our ambition 
^nd importance, too little accuftomed . to confi* 
der our prefent fituation.— i-Too long a feries 
of revolving years has fcen us the flaves of 
impofture and delufion, the prey of idle credu- 
lity^ and thp implicit viftims of every interefted 

fiftion. Every fpecies of parliamentary and 

public information has been ib ftudioully with- 
held^ that I much doubt if a fingle fa6t has 

cycf 
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«vcr been offered to the people, fiiKc the cotn- 
meacement of the prefent war, upon which we 
c^ entirely depend. In the me^n time, the 
. good people of this country, that country whither 
the reft of Europe was accuftomed to fend 
their philofophers, as ancient Greece to Egypt, 
in order to ftudy morals and kgiflation, feems 
contented with the convidion of its own eftablifli- 
cd greatnefs, to have confidered with indiffe- 
rence every circumftance upon which that great- 
tiefs muft depend. Did a new dancer arrive 
from the Opera dc Paris, yho ftraddled wider, 
or capered higher than his aflbciates, you might 
behold the genuine and undifiembled eagernefs 
with which the Briti(h nobles and fenators con* 
fidered the event. His agility, his fliape, his 
antic-poftures,. his grimaces, nay, the very rib- 
bands which he wore, and the colour of his 
breeches, were fcrutinized with all the anxiety 
of intereft and inveftigation, dtjring fucceffive 
months. But did an immenfe continent revolt ? 
was a naval battle loft, although its lofs might 
flaake the very foundation of our naval and com- 
mercial greatnefs ? was a Britifh army captured, 
or an ifland loft ? it was juft whifpcred upon the 
Exchange, repeated at a city dinner, jefted upon 
by a court Lord, and then configned to eternal 
oblivion •. 

But 

• Egypt, under the glorious reigns of the Ptolojnies, was, 

iik« 
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But it fs now time for the English nation t9 
rotife from that deliriutn in which it has dreamed 
of conqueft and dominion, in the midfb of. 
luxuries and pleafures which not only incapa^. 
citate it to command others^ buceyen to jM'eierve 
its ow^n Hf^rey*. If my countrymen wifely bound 
their ambitioa^ with being the firfl dancing aad: 
fiddling na(^ion in Europe, it is^neceflary to refiga 
tboie fchemei of power and conqued, which, 
would only lerve> to draw their attention from 
thefc objeAi : btifif fome remaint of antient pride» 
and the memory of paft glories, (hould ru(h upon 
their minds, and ftimulate them to new exertions^ 
they cannot too foon or too attentively confider 
their preient fituation, le(^ thofe exertions, like 
all the reft,, (hould be inefFeftual, and only ex- 
hauft the faftcr their few remaining refources. 
Nations, like individuals, can only hope to fuc- . 
cecdji whiJe they proportion their enterprizes to 
their force, and wifely airn at poffibilities. That 
people will never be deferred by fortune, which 
is. not wanting in itfelf, and which endeavours, 
with fortitude and wifdom to atone for former 
ra&neis i but violent and injudicious efforts, 

• 

like modern Britain, diflinguiflied by its love of dancers, 
fiddlers, and eunuchs-. When the affairs of that country had 
come defperate, and AuguHus was adv^ancing with rapid 
mflrdws to the capital, th^ fovereign and court were employ- 
ed in pantomimes, fealb, parties of the chafe, and jelling 
upon their own iofTei. 

however 
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however they may flatter the public pride, will 
never alleviate the public diftreffes 5 they arc lefs 
the fymptoms of health than the agitations of 
convulfion, which do not portend recovery, but 
approaching diflblution* 

I cannot therefore too ftrongly inculcate upon 
my countrynien, the neccflity of mixing withthat 
fortitude which is fo requifite in their prefcnt cir- 
cumftances, fome portion of that good fenfe for 
which they were once defervcdly famous-.— -^ 
This, I cannot help believing, will evince, if pro- 
perly exerted, the neceffity of chufing one of the 
alternatives which I have mentioned ; cither that 
of profccuting the war againft'the Americans to 
' fubduethem by force, or of granting their indc- * 
pendence, and general terms of peace to all the 
nations we have irritated. Let the inhabitants of 
this nietropolis, that fertile foil, where every feed 
of prejudice and abfurdity is generally found to 
germinate with the rankeft vegetation, recal for 
an inftant, their own fenfations in refpefl: to the 
rioters of 1780. The outrages of thofe unhappy 
men were partial, and afFefted but a fmall num- 
ber of individuals ; yet let them recoUeft the ge- 
neral confternation and horror which were pro- 
duced in almoft every mind, and which feemed, 
for fome confiderable time, to have cxtinguifhed 
even national humanity. Theftreets heaped with 
the dead and dying, during the military fury which 
raged for fome days uncontrouied j and the yet 

more 


tnofe iwftil fyeik^k^ of promiikiioiis #o4 la^pU^ 
cable juftice, fcrved puly: to gratify -dit ftc/n rct 
fencment ^f the mHdi^ft pMple ui. Eoroph^i^tq 
fill them with fiienc Ckti$fa&;|oQ« Th9 ^ery qres 
of the fof^er f^jc» ac^uftomed co weep for ever^ 
triml» for evtrrf fiditious W(oe» feenied lo . Kfu£| 
a tear for the mimbcf Iti& miferies chat furriHindcc^ 
them; fo VB^ fo imny.mie. the iaqrifices whicji 
the jealoufy of myadcd property demaads for tho 
flightfft offence. This recoUe^Ot I ihould 
think, , might teach my countrycnoi. to gueis at 
fome part of thp fenfations which muft rankle la 
the boibms of the , Americans. They have ieen 
their property laid wafte, their towns and cities 
coftfumed, their CQUi|try defolated yrvth all th^ 
fury that marks the laft exceflcs of war, inflamed 
by civil hiitred I every ioftilt bi^s^been offered to 
tbeir women, every 'dtgfee of fcorn and infauma:* 
ntty to thofe who v^ere Uken prifoners, and every 
fpecles^f barbarity ta thofe who refifted : even thf 
favag^ tribes, wkofe manners are fometime$ 
quoted to exprefs a. degree of atrocious cruelty 
beyond the conception of poliflied nations,, were 
not judged unvOfthy of the alliance of linging^ 
fiddling^ Frenchified Britain i or ^ent& improper 
to be empbyed in her dpmeftic quarrels. But it has 
pleaftd that Piovidence, to whom the fokmn ^ 
|)eal of both countries has long been made, tp 
jfPf^ii the arr^ftnce of th^ country^ blaft her 
lUibJl^qiis de6gi|S|^ wd bi4 her vengeance and her 
. ; * ^ ' infuits 
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inl^Its recoil upon her <mn devoted head ; and 
now; disgraced and baffled^ with fmothered rage 
and unavailing pride^ we rcludantljf prepare for 
peace. But are we yet to learn that the Arneri* 
can^ are mtn $ men that can feeU as deeply at 
OurielVes, the fenfe of injury and injuftice ; men 
that pofifefs reafon and paifions in common with 
ourfelves, and h^ighty minds» ftimulated at once 

by vengeance and elevated by fuccefs ?— If fo, 
what is there to juftify the fond and foolilh, pre« 
judice which leads us to imagine they will, at the 
Jirft invitation, abandon in our favour all the al« 
iiances they have eontraffced, entail perpetual 
infamy upon their rifing name, and fiain with the 
imputation of levity and falfehood, all the tro- 
phies they have raiied ? Is it the old prejudice, 
that almoft a fourth of the whole earth requires 
the aflfiftance of a fmall damp ifland, .placed at the 
diftance of many thoufand miles, in order to en« 
Hble it to fubfift ? Are we yet to learn that Ame-^ 
rica poflcffcs every variety of produft which this 
country could ever boail; all that the warmer 
funs of Spain and Italy can ripen, with thoufand 
t>thers denied to the induftry of Europe > Qr do 
we believe that the choice and excellence of bur 
tnanufa<5lures will make them again accept oar 
empire ? This reafon, though better founded thai| 
the laft, will be found equally Min ; for a mor^ 
urgent neceflity prelles us to fell than them to buy, 
and every nation in Europe is preparing to extraft 
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her own advantage from our niiftakes ) every port 
is opening to their fliips, and every ftate foUctc- 
ing their commercial alliance. Or, perhaps it 
may be thie bleffings of our envied and admired 
conftitution that may foften their ftubborn ibuls ; 
and they may pant for the fplendour of a civil 
lift I for the caconomy with which our finances 
are managed ^ for the bleflings of bifhops and he- 
reditary nobles ; for the intricate magnificence of 
our Gothic tenures ; for a clergy to decimate their 
agriculture, without performing in perfon a fingle 
duty of their office i for a navigation a£t to in> 
prove their commerce j and for the myfteries 
<>f a virtual reprefentation to fecure their frec« 
dom. 

Let us for once be candid^ and acknowledge 
that we have nothing, in our prefent fituation, to 
allure the Americans to a participation % that 
men, who have laboured through feven bloody 
years to eftablifii their right to freedom, will 
hardly throw away, without a motivei the harveft 
of their roils, and fubmit to wear the yoke which 
they had broken to pieces. Let us allow that 
Providence, wherever it has given a fertile foil and 
temperate climate, has intended the human fpeci^i 
fhould exift and encreafe, without a&ing thepri- 
vilege from equals, who are feparat(:d from them 
by the whole habitable earth, pr half the extent of 
ocean. Let us allow that tnen that poflefs reafoti^ 
induftry and experience, and that have emanci« 
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pkttd^ dMrnifthes • from the chains and prejiidicti 
^f Europe, may provide for their own interna) 
^Kcy and external defence, without the affift- 
«nce of ^gliib lawyers or an Englifb Houfe of 

CommORS* • ' 

Nor, could the Ihadow of a conne^oS) the 
thiniera of a political union, be admitted by the 
keen-fxghted, jealous Americans, can I conceive 
at prefeht any other eSeds which would arife 
from it, but n^w wars, new mifchtefs, and new 
^^larations of independence. Upon what terms, 
i a(k, is it to exift ? is it to be a mere vague, un- 
meaning, Undefinable acknowledgment of depend- 
-^nce, while- their provincial governments letaiji 
all the attributes of perfedt and unlimited fov&- 
^erignty } Is fiich a^pakry fdxerfuge worthy to be 
«|>ropofi9d'bQr.us,.jQr granted by them ? Would it 
^ot aidd ridicule to our difgrace, as if our pride 
was capable of bdog fooched with fopdtry a con- 
xeffiQO ;as; ff we ehofe to derive our tides from 
rv»haa.w£ h^d/kift, and like ibnie of our own noble 
4f3endth)filts, to be onty pmntod out by the eftates 
.we had alienated and fquandered ? 
'■ But*WG nMlft, I fear, pay an higher compliment 
^-o-the great-politicians amongft us, who are con- 
^tending for fuch a fcheme. They muft certainly 
ibave a wider reach, and intend to fecure fon^e- 
'.|hing like .t xpnftitutional fubordination in* 
^America, even though tbcy give up the exploded 
principles of taxationi and permit the infringe- 
c ment 
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mcnt of the Aft of Navigatioii But are wt 
fo lietle acquainted with humaa nature, as not c^ 
fee that this would anfwer no other purpofe, thaa 
that of keeping alive a continual diftruft ivi tht 
Anicricanf , a continual jealoufy of intended ni^ 
croachment, and would eternally prevent the 
ancient wounds from clofing ? From the prefent 
Adminiftration I can, indeed, fear nothing, be^ 
caufe there is fcarcely a man among ft them, thac 
is not perfooally pledged to the people for the 
integrity of his intentions, and for the redrefe 
of public grievances. But is their continuance 
eternal ? ^Have we not feen premature political 
death cut off as promifing adminiftrations, even 
in the bloom of fportive infancy ♦. Alas ! who 
idoes not know the thoufand unforefeen contiogeo- 
eies that niay deprive us of the fruits of their la- 
bours» and change the prefent mild, pacific, ua> 
offending fpirit of our councils, into gall and raa- 
cour ? But how is this fubordination to be fecuredjj? 
Is it to be guarantied by Congrefs, or is it to be 
inaintainpd, l;)y thofe red-cMted citizens^ whoei)- 
force the eicecMtion of civil laws» under* the dew 
nomination of a military fori;e ? hx theonccafe, I 
.fe%r, left the dependence fluiuAdlbc merely no- 
fninal^ althftugb it produce moA of the incoDve- 
niences of a real one; in the other». I dread, kfl: 


- ^ Thii was writton during xht Ibort perioiof the Rookini;- 
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the Americans Ihould obje(^ to reHgning eveiy 
thing into the hands of military guardians, with<^ 
out overawing them by a fuperior number of 
their own militia. In that cafe, where will be 
their efficacy ? Or were they nearly balanced, 
who will infure the continuation of even a 
month's agreement between high-minded men ac- 
cuilomed to decide every thing by the fword, and 
inipired with all the animoficies which the pre* 
fent Cornell has breathed into their fouls ? Should 

. feuds arife, (hould blood be fhed, will their 
refpeftive nations be unconcerned fpeftatora of 
the fray ? And then the offices of ftate, arc they 
to be filled up by Congrefs, by the people of 
every ftate, or by the Briiilh Minifter? Will the 
Americans acquiefce in fuch nominations? Will 
they fufpedl no frauds, no influence, no inter* 
ference of the Treafury, no attempts upon their 
Roman virtue ? Or, fhould they fufpcft fuch 
pra&ices, however innocent, will haughty fouls 
like theirs • tamely acquiefce in fuffering Britifh 
gold to win its way, where Britifh fteel has fail- 
ed ? Will they not return with tenfold fury to 

. their beloved independence, and will not every 
circumftance t have mentioned be fufficient to 
diflblve the feeble connedion, or kindle the ill- 

. extioguiihed flames anew ? 

But I am reafoning about events which are fo 

little likely to happen, that they fcarcely deferve a 

moment^s confidcration \ and the two principal 

* 3 divifions. 
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divifions of |)onticiahs in this country, cannott 
without the laft inconliftcpcy, admit their proba* 
bility for an inftant. Thofe who have always 
aflerted, that the Americans have long defircd xr^ 
dependence, even prior to thefe unfortunate dif* 
putes, can hardly imagine that they will give up 
the darling objeft of their intrigues, the very firft 
moment they have obtained it^ and thofe who 
believe the aifercions of the Americans themfelves^ 

and the evidence of events, that every ftep they 
have taken in this affair has been fugg^fted and 
necefliiated by the perfccutions of this country^ 
Mri)l no; believe that they will, on a fudden, ac«- 
quire fo much confidence in us, or retain as little 
in themfelves. It is now time for the Englifh to 

lay afide their foolifh contempt of men, who 
being defccnded from their own nation, boaft an 
equal (bare of all the qualities which have ever 
4iftinguifhed it, and to believe that the Ameri- 
cans no more want ability in their councils, than 
valour in the field. Let us not then imagine 
them fo grofsly ignorant of their own fituation 
^nd of ours^ as to grant to negociat^ops what they 
have refufed to arms. Let us not then imagine 
them either fo devoid of reafon or of honour, 
or fo ignorant of their own eOemial interelts, as 
to enter into any treaty with us, which would 
coyer them with the imputation of perfidy, and 
deprive them of the friendftiip and afliftance of 

the other nations of Europe. Were it even 

poflible 
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po^ible that the great body of die people 
America, for there is no virtaal reprefentation 
there, (hould overlook the neceflary eonfequencea 
of fuch a meafune, let us have a better opinion 
of the abilities and of the ambition of their 
leaders, than to imagine that they would fuBer 
them to accede to fuch propofals^ without opening 
their eyes to all its poflible efleAs. We did not 
Bnd them fo eafy to be deceived, or wrought 
i2pon, when the conciliatory pvopofitions of 1 778 
were fent over ; and we muft have a very pecu« 
iiar view of human nature, if we imagine that 
futcefs is likely to render the mind more trac* 
table and humble. Have we ever experienced 
thefe eflS^fts oorfelves ? 

Let me now be permitted to enquire what are 
the advantages likely to enfue from a generous 
avowal of the independence of America* The 
firfi: advantage which I think will ariie from it, 
is that of changing the entire Ji^ture of the con- 
teft, and placing Great Britain in a lefs odious 
point of view to all the neighbouring nations. 

When we take a rctrofpeftive view of modem 
hiftory, we (hall find that almoft every people 
of Europe has, at fomc period of their exiftencr, 
been fcized with the delirium of extending their 
power by conqueft ; and of thefe bold difturbers 
of human peace, that there is fcarcely one that 
has not expiated its rafh exertions, by ages of 
inactivity and weakncls. Venice^ Portugal, and 
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Swedcrtj havd juft aftonifhed the world, like 
Ihort-lived meteors, by their tranfitory greatncfs : 
Spain and France have fcattered terror and dif- 
may, with the more continued blaze of comets ; 
but both the former and the lattct have rcfigned 
their place to England, who, unterrified by paft 
experience, rufhed forward in the fame mad ca- 
reer, and advanced rapidly to her decline. Eu- 
rope, that had fo often feert her the patroncls of 
liberty, and the generous foe to tyrants, beheld 
her infatuation with mingled grief and pity, till 
roufcd by the ftrong impulfe of intercft, or ir- 
ritated by injuries, the difFerent nations that com- 
pofe it have either engaged in the contelt, or pri*- 
pared themfelvcs to repel the violence they 
dreaded, with equal violence. But this jealoufy 
of England, like the caufcs that have occafioned 
it, is tranfitory, and cafy to be removed. The ila- 
tural cnvf that attends a powerful and con- 
quering nation, a want of moderation in the cx- 
ercife of that fuperiority, and the immenfe fpoils 
which the emancipation of America from ail 
commercial reftraints promifes to the difFerent 
kingdoms of Europe, have been the caufes that 
have indifpofed them againft their ancient friend 
and ally. It may have been their intereft, it may 
have been their pafTion^ to clip the wings of her 
inordinate ambition, and to increafe thejrown na- 
val importance, by lowering hcx\ But the hour 
of Britain's infolence is paft, the meafure of her 
difgracc is full'; and it can neither be their intermit 
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or their paffion that Ihe Ihould be reduced 
beyond a certain point ; ftill lefs can it be their 
aim and objeft to fupport the niaritimc great- 
nefs of France and Spain, thofe ancient and in- 
veterate enemies to the common liberties of 
Europe, 

Let England, therefore, give up the only ob« . 
jed; which the reft of Europe demands ; anobjc£t 
fhe may yield with magnanimity, but cannot 
with-hold ; and from that inftant (be will be en- 
abled to make an honourable peace ; or, if com7 
pelled to carry on the war, the principles and for- 
tune of it will be changed, France has hitherto , 
had the addrcfs to cover her ambitious views with 
the fpecious femblance of moderation ; fhe has 
ceafed to be the common invader of all her neigh- 
bours, and the difturbcr of the general peace; fhe » 
is become the patronefs of univerfal liberty, the 
guardian of public rights, and the difinterefled 
championefs of the diflrefTcd *. England, on the 
contrary, from the unfortunate principles of the 
war in which (he is engaged, and from the head- 
long fpirit of revenge with which fhe has profe- 
cuted ir, has loft the advantage of the ground, 
and prefented herfelf to the eyes of Europe too 

* It is fomething lingular that the fame nation, which 
now holds Corfica by right of conqueft, ihould feel herfelf 
fointereftcd in the liberties of America. Henceforth no re- 
volution will be pronounced impoflible, lince the fame period 
has Ihewn England oppreffing and France fupporting the 
rights of nature and humanity. 

much 
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much in the light of a proud, imperious con- 
queror. So long as fhe fufFers the contetl to be 
carried on upon its prefent principles, that difad- 
vantage will remain ; and her crafty rival may 
bereave her of all her moft valuable poflfeffions, 
with the appearance of defiring peace, and only 
adling upon the defenfive. But let England once 
defift from thofe ambitious fchemes of fubjugating 
the Cplonies, which have already coft her fo 
niuch } and offering them the contefted points^ 
offer to her other enemies an equitable peace ; 
and France, who is the principal of her enemies, 
will either be compelled to accept it, or to lofe 
her prefent fituation. Not all the artifices fhe can 
then ufe, not all her policy, will then prevent her 
from appearing the aggrefTor 5 and fhe will exch:e 
fo much the more jealoufy and fufpicion, as her 
prefent diifimulation is deeper, and her ambition 
more carefully concealed. 

If we now confider the confederacy which is 
formed againft us, we 'fhall find it compofed of the 
mofl difcordant and heterogeneous elements. All 
the States that conftitute it, vary as much in their re^ 
fpedive interefls, as they do in language, manners,- 
prejudices, and government. America, withawifh, 
of which perhaps fhe is fcarcely Icnfible, to be 
reconciled to the parent-flate, provided England 
will treat her like a child that is arrived at matu- 
rity, and acknowledge her independence, is obliged 
CO treat a nation, of whofe defigns ihe is fecretly 
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Aafpicious, with confidence and refpeA. France, 
on the contrary, whofe darling objeft is to weaken 
the naval power of England, till it become infe^ 
rior to her own, is fupporting a rifing empire, of 
which fhe either is, or fhortly will be jealous. 
Holland, irritated by the injuries and provocations 
flie has received, by the invafion of her commerce, 
the capture of her fettlements, and the intrigues 
which (he fufpedls this country to have carried on 
againft her liberty, is waging a war of defence, 
of indignation, and of revenge. Spain, who had 
originally but little inducement to intermeddle, is 
probably bribed with the hopes of recovering Ja« 
maica and Gibraltar ; and without farther confi* 
deration, intereft, or paflion, is combating to ag- 
grandize an ally, againft whom fhe entertains a 
fecret and hereditary hatred. — If the view, which 
I have here prefented, of the intereft and defigns 
of thefevcral nations with who^n we are involved 
be juft, it muft appear probable, that the obftina- 
cy of England in profecqtiiig |i war to fubjugate 
the colonies, and her impatience of every obftacle, 
have proved %l\t ftrongeft bonds of confederacy 
%o her enemies. The apra, therefore, of her dc- 
(iftingfrom thi$ deftruftive cl$im, whofe fatal con- 
fequen^es (he h^s fu0iciently experienced, will be 
the commencement of difcord anddiftruft,amongft 
allies, whom accidental not permanent interefts 
have united. {France herfelf, (hould fh^ be guided 
liy enlightened and e^tenfive views of her own 
intereft, may be contented with the honour an4 
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advantages Ihe has gained, and wifely fear a re^ 
verfe. She may perhaps perceive, that the projeft of 
deftroying the public credit, and exhaufting the rc- 
fources of England, may, by a continuance of the 
•war^ recoil upon her own head ; apd thefe confi- 
derations may make her as willing to accept, as 
we are to offer terms of peace. As to Holland^ 
although the prefent impulfc of paffion and the 
defire pf revenge may momentarily tranfport her 
from her natural peaceable bias, there is little 
doubt but (he will be foftencd, when (he perceives 
^ real and important change in the councils of this 
country ; and that (he will foon ficken of a war, 
vhere all the advantages will naturally center in 
her more powerful allies, apd where viftory, no 
}cfs than defeat, may be prejudicial to her com- 
mercial interefts. As to Spain, as no particular 
Intcrefts or paflfions ha/e led her into the war, fo 
we may, not unnaturally, imagine that Qie will be 
glad to free herfelf from the dangers and expences 
^hich attend it, by feizing the firft opportunity 
pf an honourable peace •, more efpecially if any 
unexpcfted misfortune (hould intervene, to abate 
the pride which unwonted fucceflcs may have 
faifed* 

As to the other nations of Europe, I cannot re- 
tain a doubt, that they would then find it as 
politic to reduce the infolence of France, as they 
(low have that of England, and that allies would 
{^ot |)e >yanting in fo juft a caufe, if nece(rary. 
' ^ Nor 
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Nor would the advantage be Icfs confpicuous, as 
to every purpofe of internal defence. For every 
differtnce of opinion muft then be filent, every 
murmur of difcontent and oppofition hulhed, when 
the immediate queftion related only to the com- 
mon fafety of the country. What individual, 
that bore the name of Englifhman, would not 
feel himfelf rouzed to every noble exertion ? Who 
would refufe to contribute his property in any 
required portion, when he was certain it would 
be applied to national defence, not to the wild 
purpofes of enflaving others, bribing the pretended 
reprefentatives of his country, or to fuftain the 
luxury of proud unfeeling opprciTors ? — Who 
would even with- hold his blood, if that blood was 
jieceiTary to defend his own juft rights, and fave 
his country's honor and independence from deftruc- 
tjon ? Thus, and thus only, would the refources 
of England be found really inexhauftible ; when 
every fcheme of felfifh ambition was given up, 
when principles of juftice were fubflitutcd to the 
low intrigues and frauds that have long difgraced 
her councils^ and when the Minifters of the So- 
vereign were at length become the friends and 
patrons of the public liberties. 

A very confiderable portion of this nation hag 
been long in avowed oppofition to public mea- 
fures 5 becaufe they believed thofe meafures, with 
whatever fuccefs attended, adverfe to the intcrefts 
and liberties of their country. Thcfe men have 

been 
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been reviled with every odious epithet which 
flandcr, falfchood, and malice could invent • : they 
have been reprefented as ferpents that were foftercd 
in their country's bofom, while they were watch* 
ing every opportunity to fting her to the heart. 
I believe that moft of thefe gentlemen have treated 
fuch infinuations with the fame contempt that I 
have felt myfelf. But it is incumbent on all that 
have avowed thefe principles of oppofition, to 
embrace the firft opportunity of proving, that 
they are animated with as warm a zeal for their 

* '* Thofe who moft deferve our refentmcnt are unhappily 
** at lefs diftance. The Americans, when the Stamp Aft 
was firft propofed, undoubtedly difliked it, as every natkm 
diflikes an impoft ; but they had no thought of reiifting 
it, till they were encouraged and incited by Europiean in- 
telligence from men whom they thought their friends, 
but who were friends only to themfclves. 

On the original contrivers of mifchief let an infultcd 
** nation pour out its vengeance. With whatever defign they 
*' have enflamed this pernicious conteft, they are themfelwci 
«' equally deteftable." Taxation no Tyranny, p. $$• 

In affenting to the latter part of this quotation, I believe ever/ 
Engliftiman will concur; but perhaps it may now admits 
doubt, if any facrifices are to be oiFered up to an infulted 
nation, from which party they (hould be chofen ; whether 
from that which has uniformly oppofed an unjuft and ruinous 
civil war, even with the hazard of perfonal fafety ; or. fron 
that which by every art of fraud and mifreprefentation, b/ 
refufmg to liften to every fpecies of information, by with- hold- 
ing ^11 genuine intelligence, and taking advantage of the 
too irritable paifions of a deluded people, has produced the 
prefent weight of national calamity. If thofe who difTuade 
violent meafures are to be anfwerable for confequcnces which 
they moft abhor, the imputation ef cruelty and periecution 
ihould be transferred from the bloodieft of the Roman empe* 
rors to Chrift, the Apoftles, and the Martyrs, 
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tountry^s welfare, and dare as nobly ifi her juft 
defence, as thofe whofe vaunts and menaces have 
been heard tbeloudell. It is alfo incumbent upon 
them to evince, that their attachment to America 
^h^s been the attachment of virtuous citizens, who 
think the real intereft of their country can never 
be promoted by execrable and felfifh fchemes of 
enQaving others, not a guilty preference of Ame- 
rica to England. Nor can I doubt, though little 
inclined to pledge royfelf for the condudt of others, 
that ihould the Americans once abandon the juft 
grounds of felf-defence, and; after having been of- 
fered the long contefted independence, and terms 
of peace which they may accept confiftentJy with 
their treaties, league with the enemies of Britain 
for her farther humiliation, that from that inftant 
their warmeft friends would become their moft in- 
veterate enemies. 

Something remains to be faid of the Americans 
ihemfelves; and as far as human reafon may pre- 
tend to forefee the future, thefe are the confequen- 
ces which I fhould think might be expefted to 
arife from an acknowledgmept of their indepen- 
dence. Perfecuted as they have been by the arms 
of Britain, ftruggling at once for liberty and ex- 
iftcnce;^ it is no wonder, if every former fenti- 
ment has been fufpended, and if affeftion has 
yielded its place to bitternefs and rancour. Still 
Icfs can we be furprized, if they have found a 
friend in every enemy to Britain, and have 

gladly 
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gUdlj entered into every alliance that fupported 
them againft her vindiftive claims. Thofe, whd 
at the fame time that they juftified the Americans 
in the firft periods of their refiftancc to Britain, 
have blamed them for their declaration 6f Inde* 
pendence, and their treaties with France, feem to 
poflefs but little acquaintance with human hature; 
or even with the neccflary confcquences of their 
own principles. If fuch things exift as human 
rights, which ought to be the bafis of every fociety^ 
and which, when once invaded, leave mankind 
at large to confult their own prefcrvation, by fol- 
lowing the dilates of reafon and experience ; it 
muft be granted, that the American indepehdencc 
was not only juftifiable, but unavoidable. How 
could men that had been deliberately placed out 
of the protcftion of this country, and devoted to 
dcftrudlion, confider themfelvcs as owing any thing 
to their deflroyer ? Or how could that dcftroyer 
be confidered as the proper guardian of the very 
rights which (he had invaded, after they had been 
fnatched from her oppreflion by the bloody ope- • 
rations of the fword ? Britain might, indeed, talk 
of benefits, confanguinicy, and gratitude, at the 
very inftant that flie was fpreading havock and dc- 
vaftation 5 and attempt to perfuade the Americans 
that thcfe were only fymptoms of her maternal 
care, and her zeal for conftitutional liberty. But 
not all the fophiftry of her ablcft advocates, the 
diftinftions of her lawyers, or the pious hypocrify 
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of her churchmen, can be expected to filcnce the; 
feelings of our nature, or convert the excefles of 
irritated pride into chceffuGons of tendernefs and 
affcdion. Thofe that believe tyranny to be the 
favourite attribute of Divinity, and that Providenca 
had no other end in creating the innumerable mil- 
lions which people the earth, than to foothe the 
p.ride, or employ the vacant moments of its lazy 
and befottcd vicegerents, may be ftartlcd at every 
exertion pf human liberty -, but thofe, that in the 
human fpecies behold an .animal endowed, in^ 
dced^ with nobler faculties, and deftined ultimately ; 
to an higher end, but agitated and impelled by 
the fame paffions which govern every other kind^ 
will laugh at the opinion, that there are indivi* 
duals only born for the fervice of others, or na« 
t'lons that are not toexift without the pcrmifiion of 
their equals. When they are gravely told, that, 
the Americans mud not make laws for their own 
government, becaufe they are originally defcended 
irotn the Englifh, they will a(k, if the courfer that 
bounds along the mountains of Chili, *muft not* 
graze the herbage, or tafte the fpring, without the 
forn^al permii&on of his Andalufian brethren? 
Or whether the patient ox, that (lowly breaks the 
fallows of our weflern hilis, may claim a right to 
difpofe of the jmmenfe favannahs of America ? 
They will afk, it f here is . any law of Heaven, or 
Nature, mote certain^ mor^ univcrfal, toorc obli- 
gatory. 
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gatory, than that of fclf-prcfervation ; and whe- 
ther Great Britain, when (he obliged the Amcri-' 
rtns to draw the fword for their own defence, did 
not hertelf wave every other claim, and diflblvc 

eVery other compaft ?' If, therefore, the Amc- 

riCans were right in the firfl. monie^nts of their rfc-* 
fiftancc, it will follow, that they were tight in 
every fubfequent one 5 fince the fame imminent* 
neceflity continually impended ; fince gratitude 
and perfecutiori, government and hoftilityi are in*' 
compatible terms ; and fince univeffal experience 
has dcmonftrated, that no human paflion is (b littleT 
to be trufted as difappointcd ambition. That ne- 
ceflity, therefore, which made them firft take up' 
arms, produced their independence, and their al- 
liance with France ; and that independence muft- 
incline them to league with every nation that is 
inimical to Britain, fo long as Britain retains the 
power and the inclination to annoy them. The 
bafis, therefore, of this alliance is mutual dread 
and mutual jealoufy of this country ; and tht po- 
licy of thofe who think it is to be difl^olved by a 
continuance of the war, -unlefs we dtem oUrfelves 
equal to the conqucft of both nations, rcfembles 
the attempt of the North Wind, in the Fable, to 
make the Traveller lay afide his cloak; the keener 
blew the blaft, the clofer he wrapt his mantle round 
him, to defend him from its feveri^y. 

But let Great Britain defift from her chfmerical 
attempts to fubdue a country, that is at this mo- 
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ipcnt better prepared for internal . defence thati 
herfclf ; let her either withdraw her garrifons from 
the American towns, or ftipulate to withdraw 
them upon fair and honourable terms ; let her, 
above all, giyc every evidence, that under the pro* 
pofals of rccpnpili^tion fhe conceals no infidious pro- 
jc<a of renewing a war of conqueft ; and it is pro- 
bable that fhe may unbind the chain, which all 
her forces would never be fufficient to break. It 
is evident, that from this mqment the Americans 
will ccafe to confider the Englifh people as their 
foe 5 that from thi^ moment every former preju- 
dice in their favour will be revived, and every an- 
cient affcftion recur to their minds. Thejr pro- 
hibitory laws will be repealed ; their fliips, no lon- 
ger fettered by the tyrannic influence of navigation 
adls, will voluntarily find their way to our ports, 
and their harbours in return will be open to our 
fleets. The induftry and ingenuity of our manu- 
fa£tui«rs willagain find ample employment, when 
fo imnienfc a market is opened to their exertions. 
In this fenfe, the colonies will (till be ours ^ ours 
in every rational and enlightened view of intereft, 
withput infringing the rights of nature or vio- 
lating the laws of humanity. Every increafe of 
population pr agriculture amongft them will 
equally contribute to our advantage, by the increaf- 
ed demand for our commodities : thus will they 
voluntarily alleviate our burthe^is, and bear witl^- 
put repining the enormous weight of the public 
impofuiops here. And indeed, if we confider the 
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true interefts of this country, wc ftiall find that it 
is commerce alone which had raifed us to our late 
envied pitch of greatnefs ; and that it is by com- 
merce only that we can hope to preferve fomc 
political importance, aHd the (hattertd fragments 
of our empire. We neither poflefs that vaft ex- 
tent of country, or population, which can fit us 
to afpirt at dominion by conqueft. Above all, 
our infular fituation, while it fecures us from the 
fuddcn irruption of our neighbours, renders them 
in turn more independent of us. For although 
the empire of the fea may in a certain degree 
command rcfpeft by land, yet I cannot recoUeft a 
fingle inftance of any country's being conquered 
by a naval invafion, that pofleflcd even moderate 
refources, or the common means of felf-defence. 
The Carthaginians, who were deftroyed by Scipio, 
in the third Punic War, conftitute no exception ; 
fince they were firft exhauftcd by their own im- 
prudent efforts, and afterwards deferted by the 
other nations of Africa, to whofe jealoufy thegreat- 
cr part of the Roman fuccefs was owing. Still 
lefs c^n the conqueft of the new world by Cor- 
tez, in the fixtcenth century, be admitted in op- 
pofition tp the rule; for there, the inequality of 
arms and difcipline operated with an almoft irre- 
fiftible force : yet even that fuperiority would have 
been vain, had not the impolitic jealoufy of the 
Tlafcalans faved the common deftroyer from im- 
pending ruin, and firft eftablilhed the Spanifh 

tyranny in Mexico. But as Britain can never look 
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for fimilar contmgencics, fo fhc will be precluded 
from the dangerous dclufion of attempting diftant 
conqucfts, the inftant Ihe properly confidcrs the 
' nature of her own infular fnuation. Happy indeed 
i?Quld It have been for h^r,^ had (he perceived this 
gtCf t truth a little earlier. For bad fhc caft even 
a fuperficial view upon fome of the moft impor- 
tant parts of her hiftory, flie would have fccn 
ejiongh to ficken h^r with the very idea of carry- 
ing on an oifenfive war^ more efpecially at fuch a 
jdifl:ahee,as mull inevitably render courage, policy, 
and ev^n riches vain, if fhc had to do with ene-. 
Hiies that were not wanting tp themfelves. What 
end did all the decifive viftpries, which flic for- 
merly gained over the French, produce, but new 
toils, new conteft?, frelb wafte of blood and trea- 
fure, and at length her final cxpulfion from every 
province which Ihe had ever held ? What were 
the cffcds, in the beginning of the prefent century, 
of all, the bloody wars about th^ Spanifh fucceC- 
fion ? Did they qox end, in fpite of ^11 her boafled 
advantages, in, the accumulation of her pwn debts, 
and the eftablifhment of the very competitor they 
were meant to exclude ? {lave not fimilar effefts, 
at a later period, been the uniform confequenccs 
of every continental war fhe has waged ? And in 
rcfped to the prefent Arnerican conteft, did not 
every difpalfionate perfon foretel the event *, or at 

• I remember converfing, in the year 1775, with a friend, 
Mr* Keir> of Birmingham^ who had ferved with honour and 
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fcaft SembnRratc, that whether baffled orviftori- 
ous, fhe muft fufFer mighty lofles, fuch as (he 
might never recover, without the Icaft rational 
hope of advantage ? For granting for an inftant, 
chat the firft viftories of the Britifh arms had 
been as decifive as they were fplendid, I cannot 
help deliberately afierting, that unlefs we had 
given up all the controverted points at once, and 
endeavoured to reconcile the irritated minds of the 
Americans, by reftoring to them all they had lofl:, 
the event might have been fomething later, buc 
iroold have been precifely the fame as at pre- 
fcnt. As to the fii'fl alternative, I leave good 
men to conjedure the nature of that confti- 
ttrtional liberty which was intended for the con- * 
quered Americans j but I cannot help making 

• < 

ability in the kft war, tho* fince diftinguiihcd by his literary 
and philorophicalpurfuitSy upon the probable confequences of 
the Anterican conteft. He then delivered an opinion, which the 
experience of leven years has only illuftrated and confirmed. 
*' l£ (faid he) the Americans are not wanting to themfelTe), it 
will be impoflible for this country ever to fubdue them ; for 
our force muft either be drawn together into one or two fpots, 
and then, however irrcfiftible it may prove, the reft of the con-* 
tinent will remain in the podefiion of the Americans, or it 
muft be divided into fmall bodies, to maintain pofts and occupy 
an extent of conquered country ; in which cafe it will beimpof* 
iiblc to prevent an enemy, perfedJy acquainted with the coun- 
try, a,nd infinitely more numerous than ourfelves, from conti- 
liually harraffing, annoying, and fiirpriJing them." Many 
officers, I have been informed, have made fimilar reprefenta* 
tjons during the adminiftration of Lord North ; but were 
always received with coldnefs, arid*heard with contempt by' 
thegu^diaae of the public fafety* 
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(bme refleftlons upon the fecond cafe, bec^ufe ^he 
ideas of conqueft^ however fupprcffed by the 

little checks we have received in our career of vie- ** 
tory, do not feem entirely extinguifhed in fome 
minds. Let us therefore fuppofe that the fame 
expence of blood and treafure, which at the end 
of (even years has placed this country in a worfe 
fituation, both as to conqueft and defence^ than 
at the beginning, had produced a temporary cei^ 
fation of hoftilities ; and that after a certain num- 
ber of civil and military executions, conBfcations 
of property, &c. &c. his Majefty's peace had been 
fucceffively proclaimed in all the Thirteen Provin- 
ces of America ; may we not fuppofe, that the 
fame excellent policy which inclined our Govern* 
ment to make war, in order to reduce the exube- 
rant fpirit of liberty in the colonies to the proper 
bounds of loyalty and difcretion, would have 
judged it equally 'expedient to provide for futu- 
rity, by modelling their refpcAive governments 
to that excellent fyftem of confticutional liberty, 
which is at this day found in Canada ?. And would 
not fuch alterations have probably left thajt leaven 
of difcontent, which would have made it neceffary 
td maintain a military force among the conquered, 
amounting to at leaft forty or fifty thoufand men, 
to prevent future infurreftions ? Muft not that 
military force have been continually increafed 
with the increafing population of America, which 
is reckoned to double in about twenty-five years^ 
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to prevent its becoming inadequate to its intended 
abjedl: i And would it have been an eafy tafk to 
govern eighty^ an hundred and fixty thoufand 
men, and the indefinite multiples of that num- 
t)cr, by' orders from the War-Office here ? Would 
it have been agreeable to our gentlemen, who with 

fo much true wifdom and found policy voted the 
American war, in order to lower their own taxes, 
to fee the land-tax doubled^ tripled, &c. in order. 
to pay their military deputies in America ? Or^ 
can any one fuppofc, that the defolations of fuch a 
war, as would have fubdued all oppolition on that 
continent, would have left the inhabitants any^ 
relburces to pay fuch a peace-eftabliihment ? As 
there muft have arrived a term, beyond which it 
was utterly irtipoffible to increafe the numbers of 
our army there, would it not have been at lead 
neceflary either to prevent the farther increafe of 
population by an a6: of our omnipotent Parlia- 
ment 5 by deftroying a given proportion of all the 
children that fliould be born ; by felling them as 
journeymen to the loyal manufacturers of Liver- 
pool, Mancheftcr, &c. or elfe to relinquifli at 
fonie given period, the whole American continent, 
and. leave it to that independence which we fo 
much dread ? And laftly, would there not have 
been fome danger in the mean time, that all our 
ambitious neighbours in Europe would have 
continually call an eye to America, as our mod 
vulnerable part i and have requited every real or 
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imaginary oflfchcc from us, by entering fntdlcigdiJr 
with the cxafperatcd colonics, fending them cf*- 
feftual fuccdufs to excite new rcbettions, a^d by 
lighting up new wars; till the titter ruin of tliis 
country had produced the 'hni\ emaftcipatioB tit 
all its dependencies • ? 

h 

* I cannot rcfift the tenxptation of making the following 
cxtrafts from Cato*s Lefcers, written hy the -celebrated Mr. 
Tnenchard, which fafirciently ptwe th»t tlie femine^if 
here advanced have no claim to origiAality^ and that difpaf* 
'£onate men have always entertained !imilar Opinions uponthii 
jinfertaAt ibbjed. 

** 1 would not fuggeft fo diiftaat a thought, as that any of 
** oor colonies^, when they grow ftronger, ihould ever attempt 
" to wean themielves Irom us : however, I jtlmik too xamcK 
V care cattnct be taken to prev^t it, dud to prcfeive -their 
•* dependencies i^on their mother-country. It is not to be 
'* hoped, in the corrupt ^ate of human nature, -that any nar 
ticm wiR be labjed to iinotber any liHiger than it £lidt its 
own account in it, and cannot help icfelf. Every man's firft 
thought will be fbrhimfelfj and Ms own intereft; and he 
will Bot be long to feek'ft>r arguttients zq juitify bis beings 
'* fo, when he knows how to -attain wkattepcopoTea*- Mea 
** will think it hard to work, toll, and run hazards, for the 
**' advantage of others, any longer than they find their own 
** intereftin it, and efpeciaUy fiir.thofe>who nfe them ill i all 
*' nature points oat that courfe. N» creatures {bck the teat» 
'^ of their dams longer than they c^n draw milk from thence^ 
^* or tiH they can provide themielves with better food -i noi 
-will any country continue their fobjcAion to another^ oidgr 
becauie their ^leat grand-motbcis were acquainted. 
'< This is the couife of human affairs; and ail wife Kates 
will always have it before their eyes-. They will conHder 
** therefbi^ haw topselerve the advantf^d arifing from colo- 
** nics, and to avoid the evils. And L conceive, that there 
^' can |>e ^ut two ways in nature to hinder them from throw- 
*^ ing off their depesdeiice;^ one to-kee^ it <:itttpf<their|K>wejr» 
•' .and the other out of their wilL The iirit muft be by force j 
" and the latter by u&ng^ them we]l> and keeping them en- 
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It u not without particular defign^ that I have 
entered into this digrelGon y for I have fcen my 

*' ployed in fuch proda«5\ion8, and making fuch manufadturcs, 
" as will fupport chemfelves and families comfortably, and 
*^ procure them wealth too, or at leaft not prejudice their 
** mother-country. 

«• Force can never be ufed efFcftuafly to anfwer the end, 
'^ iritiiotit deftroying the colo&ies themfelves. Liberty and 
'* eacouragement are necefiary to carry people thither, and 
*' to keep them together when they are there ; and violence 
" win hinder both. Any body of troops considerable enough 
'^fo awe them, and keep them in fubjed^ioo^ under the di«> 
** redlion too of a needy governor^ often fent thither to make 
** his fortune, and at fuch a diftance from any application for 
** rcdcefs, will ibon put an end to all planting, and leave the 
'' country to the foldiers alone $ and if it did npt, would ear 
** up all the profits of the colony. For this reafon, arbitrary 
^* countries have not been equally foccefsful in planting colo* 
** nies with l^ee ones; and what they have done in that kindf 
^' has either been by force, at a vaft expence, or by depart- 
*"• ing from the nature of their government, and giving fuch 
** privileges to planters as were denied to their other fu^£ts. 
^' And I dare fay> that a few prudent laws, and a little prudent 
** conduct, would foon give us far the greatell (hare of the 
" riches of all America^ perhaps drive many of other nations 
*' out of it, or into our colonies for fhelter. 

*' If violence, or methods tending to violence, be not ufed 
*' to prevent it, our Northern Colonies muft conllantly en- 
** creafc in people, wealth, and power. Men living in healthy 
♦* climates, paying cafy or no taxes, not moleded with wars^ 
•* muft vallly encreafe by natural generation ; beiides that, 
*' vaft numbers every day flow thither from our own dominions, 
•^ and from other parts of Europe, bccaufe they have there 
♦* ready employment, and lands given to them for tilling ; 
'f infomuch that I am told they have doubled their inhabi- 
** tants iince the Revolution, and in lefs than a century muft 
** become powerful ftates ; and the more powerful they grow, 
** ftill the more people will flock thither. And there are fo 
'* many exigencies in all ftates, fo many foreign wars and do« 
^* meftic difturbances, that thefe colonies can never want 
*' opportunities^ If they watch for them, tp do what they 
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countrymen fo generally elated with the late tri* 
fling and accidental fuccefles, and formtng to 
themfelves fuch mighty and chimerical expcAa-* 
tions, which feem to embrace no lefs an objcft 
than the deftruftioft of the whole naval forces of 
alt their enemies, that I cannot help trembling for 
the event. Convinced as I am, that there is no 
alternative between giving up the independence 
of America,, and feizing the firft gpportunicy of 
making a general peace, or of engaging anew in 
all the horrors and difafters of a war of conqueft^ 
which muft end in the utter ruin of this country, 
I cannot help attempting to rouze them from their 
temporary delirium, which i3 as little allied to 
real greatnefs as it is to found reafon and policy. 
For this reafon, I have ftated the confequences 
which appear to me inevitable, had even the Bri- 
tifli arms, in the commencement of the prefent 

*' ihall find their intereft to do ; and therefore we ought to 
*' take all the precautions in our power, that it fliall never 
•* be their intereft to aftagainft that of their native country." 

Cato's Letters, Vol. JV. p. 4, 5, 6, 
Thcfe were the fentiments of a writer as early as the year, 
I722. — With what gratitude and admiration muft this people 
ccnfidcr minifters, who, enlightened by the experience of half 
a century more, and aduated by deeper motives of policy^ 
have treated fuch reafonings as thcfe with the contempt they 
deferve^ have boldly undertaken to redlify millakes in the char- 
ters of the colonics, and to govern them by a military force ; 
and this, after they had attained that awful period of matUr 
rity, which would have induced more timid politicians rather 
to relax the reins of maternal authority, than to attempt tl^^ 
dangerous (aik of tightening them \ .^ 
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war, been attended with the moft ample and un- 
equivocal fuccefs, — But if we ^ire to conftder the 
fuccefs of Admiral Barrington as the beginning 
of a new war, which fome of our politicians have 
aflfcrted, let the Englifh people confider, while 
they are yet upon the (hore, the immenfity of that 
fea on which they are preparing to embark ! What 
deluges of blood muft flow, what millions of 
treafure be confumed, before this country could 
be brought back to a ficuation'in which ihe had 
the fmallefl hopes of fuccefs ! As to the united 
navies of our enemies, are they not confcfledly to 
ours in the proportion of three to two ? Have not 
the French, in every engagement, given fuch de» 
cifive proofs, both of fcamanfhip and courage, as 
to leave us no pretence to victory, upon equal 
terms, and frequently fcarccly the poor confola* 
tion of explaining away a defeat i Have not the 
Dutch, whom, in fpite of Britiflx prejudices, I do 
not hefitace- to name a brave and injured nation, 
given us fuch unequivocal proofs of cool and iQ« 
flexible bravery, thaf we feem ready to Ihrink 
from the conceit which we had fo wantonly prov 
yoked ? What elfe did all thofe public rejoicings 
mean, upon the bare idea of a feparate peace with 
a people, whom, within fcarcely the interval of ^ 
year, I have heard reviled with every odious epi- 
thet, in every part of this metropolis ? I am too 
fenfible, that truths like thefe are little calcu- 
• Jjitcd to gaiq me cither favour or popularity ; and 

would 
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mmld fome aUer pen huve undertaken ih« nece(^ 
fiurj and dangerous taflc c^ awakening the public 
to their own affairs, ky telling bold unpalatable 
troths^ I ihould with pkafure have Gontinued in 
B«ttve unmolefted obfcurity. — ^Buc fince no abler 
adroeate ba^ chofen to appear^ and fince fome 
pofiible good nmy arife from even tbefe weak 
endeairaurst if they ihould tiirn the public atten* 
tion %o the (bber dUcu0ion of thefe imporunt 
;points» while all tbe rifk and danger are eotirely; 
Jny own, I fliaU proceed with the iame fpirit t 
have begun, to the end of my Ihort career. But, 
if neither our former menaces to bereave the 
Fn^nch and Spaniards of all their pofieffions in 
the Weft*Indies, nor our deeper laid defign to 
erufti the Dutch at a fii^le ibxdte, have fuccecded 
to our wifli^ if every progreffive year has feeq 
our k>Ce$ incrcafe, and our effbrtt diminifli in the 
fame proportion, how mighty, how complete muft 
be the madnefs that only propofes to end the war 
with the humiliation of all our enemiea I — Are 
we yet ignorant that war, even in its moft fuc« 
cefsful ftate, is fcarcely lefa the fcourge of the 
vicarious than of the vanquiihed party * ? Are 

* " It is wonderful with what coolntCs and indiiTerence the 
^ greater part of mankind Tee war oommenced. Thofe &at 
^ h«ar of it at a diftanct, or read pf it in b^^s, but have 
^ never prefented its evils to their miods^ confider it as 
^' little more than a fplendid game, a prtclamation, an ar^ 
^* my, a battle and a triumph. Someiadeed nuft perifli in 
f < the ntoft fttocefsful iield, but they di^ opoa the bed of ho- 
*^ aourj refign their lives amidft the Joys of conquef!, and 
• ^ fiUci 
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comtnerdal OMMitiy^ that depends for its great* 

oefs upon a free exportation of its praduCb and 
itaafiu£a£tiines ? Do we confider the general fa'dim 

of every branch of internal tnduftrf, with tiift 
gradual aberration of the rich ftreams of exseriiat 
conhmerce^ which fornierly enriched us; fki^t 
aberrations which it is yet uncertain, whether an 

" filled with England's gIory« fmile in death. The life of a 
** modern foldier Is ill reprefented by hcroicfe fidion. War 
" hat means of deftrii^tion ounw fermidflble tkaa the^canodft 
'* mi the iWoi'd. Of ohe. thoafuidfi and ten Uioa£uui3 that 
** perifhed in oar late con tells with France and Spain, a very 
** finaii part eirer felt the ftroke of an enemy ; the reJt Ian- 
*' Cviftad in lente a«4 frips amidft damps and potrefiidion; 
" Plde» torpid* ipiritlefs and helplefsj gaiping and groaiv- 
'* ing, unpitied among men made obdurate by long con* 
*' tiniianee of hopele& mifery^ and whelmed in pits, or 
'* heaved into the oqean, withojut notice and without remem- 
*' brance. By incommodious encampmen.ts and unwholfooe 
*' ftations, where courage is ufelefs, and enterprife impra^- 
" caMe, fleets are filently difpeopled» and armies dv^gpMf 
** melted away. Thos is a people gradually exhauftedj for 
*' the moft part with little efiefl. The wars of civilized na*- 
*' tions make very flow chacnges in the fyftem of empire, 
** The public pefceives fcatcely anyalteratien bat an iaoreafe 
'* of diAt ; and the few individuals who are benefited* an: 
'' not fuppofed to have the cleareft right to their advantages. 
fS if h^ that ihared the danger enjoyed the profit ; if he that 
*' bled in the battle grew rich by tiie vuSory, he might 
** ihew his gains without envy. But at the conclufion of ;i 
^' ten years war» how are we'recompenfed for the death of 
*' saultitiidesf and the cq>ence of miltioas, but by contem-* 
y plating the fudden glories of paymafiers md agents^ con* 
'* traders and commiiTaries, whofe e^^uipages ihine like 
^* tneteorst and whofe palaces rife like exhalations/* 

FidUand's I^anda, p. 42^ 43, 44* 
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Hge of peace'aiid fecurilf WoiM CQJsipletel/ bring' 
back into their deferted former channels ? Will 
it not be neoeflary, before we give a new fcope to 
arrogance and enterprise^ to reckon up the Taft 
arrears of the paft, and to enquire whether the 
probable fuccefles of a ten years war, againft fuch 
formidable opponents, wiU balance the certain 
expences of a (ingle year's delay of peace ? Arc 
we not already burthcned, beyond the poffibility 
of farther endurance ; buf-thencd, till even the in» 
ventive induftry of minifterial ingenuity is forced 
to paufe in its opprcflions ; left, by the increafe 
of weight unfkilfully applied, the overcharged 
foundations fhould give way, and the immenfe 
fabric of debts and public credit fink, to rife no 
more? And is it in this fituation that the En** 
glifh nation employs itfelf in forming vifionary 
fchemes of grandeur and command, which, were 
they prafticable, might aik at leaft another feven 
years bloody war, another hundred millions of 
expence in the execution ? In the mean time, the 
numerous armies of America furround our few 
remaining towns ; perhaps, flufhed with the con- 
fidence of viftory, and puflied on by the defire of 
vengeance, lead the fcanty remnants of our late 
viftorious bands into captivity ; perhaps, in the 
new ardour of fuccefsful enterprise, roll back 
the tide of war upon our late fccure poflcflions, 
and afiifl: our enemies to feize all that fortune has 
hitherto permitted us to retain. At leaft, even 
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,ikould thcfc ideas be premature, the fatal progrds 
of our evil deftiny is continually accelerated, 
while we wafte the precious moments in empty 
dreams of chimerical exertions ; the wounds 
which we have inflifted upon the Americans, are 
feftering with redoubled anguifh ; all Europe is 
preparing to acknowledge their independence, and 
folicit their alliance ; the riches of their commerce, 
the only refourcc, I fear, which, even with an 
immediate peace, would enable us to bear an an- 
nual expence of fifteen millions*, are doled out 
to every competitor ; and when fomc new misfor- 
tune fhall roufe us from our trance, it may find 
us reduced fo low, as to wifli for a return of the 
prefent crifis, even at the expence of half our 
remaining territories. 

Let us remember, that it is the charaflerillic of 
light and frivolous minds alone to be elated be- 
yond meafure with every tranfient ray of better 
fortune ; to be eafily incited to form ' projeds 
which exceed the compafs of- their abilities ; and 
to be always ready to throw the blame of paS: 
mifcarriagcs ' upon every thing rather than their 
own rafli and chimerical projefts. With fuch 
men, the change of a General, or of a Minifter, 

* On a fuppoiition that a peace is concluded in 1782, the 
annual charge on the public on the 5th of January lySy, 
exclufive of colledion and management^ will be of neat 
money, 15,020,000!. 

State of the Public Debts^ &c» by Lord Stair^.p* J» printed 
foi J. Stockdale. 
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^U at any time infure focccfs, and cn(rourage the 
moft extravagant expeftations. They cannot 
believe that heaven, or fortune, will be fo unjuft 
to their extraordinary merits, as to fubmit their 
deiliny to the influence of the common caufes 
which controul human affairs ; or refule to work 
a miracle, whenever a miracle is neceflary to ex* 
tricate them from the efieCts of their imprudence. 
Are they citizens, like the Romans, of a ftate which 
has rifen to importance by feverer difcipline and 
ftrifter manners ? They imagine that all the Gods 
have fixed their refidence in the eternal capitol, 
and will continue to defend the chofen ipot, al- 
though ev^y virtue which cemented its fouoda^ 
tions is withdrawn. But if their country, by a rare 
coincidence of circumllances, an infular iituation, 
a temperate climate, a fyftem of laws which jcn^ 
courage iaduftry and lecure private property, has 
arrived at commercial and maritime greatnefs, they 
mrftake thefe calual bleffings for the inherent pro- 
perties of their fori and climatr. They imagine, 
that they may with impunity engage in every 
wild and pernicious projef^, and that their re-* 
fources will increafe in the fame proportion that 
they exhauft and abufe them. Not ^ven the rapid 
decline of commerce, their own increafing paver* 
ty, the mlfc^irjlage of their «nterpi4zes, the lofs 
of their faireft pofleflions, their acknowledged in- 
capacity to meet their enemies on the ocean, or 
their own Ihores in confequence uaddbnded, and 
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expo&d^lo every invader, can make then^ abate 
tbeif arrogance, or louver iheir pretenilons : Nor 
ihould I doubt chat fuch a people might gravely 
claim the empire of the Tea, when k had neither 
comnnM^rce, fleet, or feaiaen left, provided ibnie 
heippy genius ihould inftitute a naval proceffioOy 
pr, ^tcr the exanople of the Venetians, prodaioi 
a meim9ge to be fokmnized with the Atlantic. 
. But it is to be hoped, that the national good^ 
(enfe, when proporly applied ta the inveftigation 
df the fub]e&, will check the defixe of military 
glory, and at length fettle m that only meafarp 
wikkh can produce any degree of public happi* 
nefs, a general and fubftaotial peace. Peace it 
the firft and moO: necdfary reform which is requi- 
red. It is this alone tliat can reftore the almaft 
ruined ftate of our finances, if that reftoration 
be ftill poffible. A ttn& and uniform ceconomy, 
applied with unremitting attention, during half a 
century of peace, might perhaps reduce the pub- 
lic debts within a moderate compafs : but what 
can be expe&ed from our minifters during war, 
tvtn though they poi&fied a degree of prudence 
and difintere^doefs which have never yet ap^ 
peared in- man f It is well known that all the 
fchemes of our greateft political csconomifts 
would never have made the public iavings amount 
to half a million ; while about three-and-twenty 
* millions may be calculated to cbmpofe the mode- 
rate purchafc of a fingle year's continuance of the 
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war. Let my countrymen then ferioufly reflcfl: 
upon the accumulation of public debts, fuch as 
I believe was never experienced in any other coun- 
try ; upon* the intolerable burthens with which 
\ every article of convenience, or ncceffity , is already . 
loaded ; and upon forty or fifty additional milli^ 
ons of loan and outftanding debts, which muft^ 
in all probability, be dire£tly funded, and new 
taxes impofed to fupply the intereft, at leaft if 
the declining commerce of the country can fup- 
port them, before new fchemes of enterprise and 
conquell are adopted *. I fhould then wi(h to 
be refolved by fome of our ableft calculators, 
whethcrth e moft uninterrupted fuccelles would be 
likely in any degree to pay the expences they 
had coft ; and whether the fee fimple of all the 
poiTeffions we have loft,, enctpting the monopoly 
of the American commerce, which I cannot help 
fuppofmg out of the queftion, would indemnify us 
for a two years continuance of the war. But wc 
have no reafontocxpeftfuch uninterrupted fuccefs 
from any thing we have yet experienced ; and no- 
thing but the mod childifh prefumption can. 
found a fanguine expectation of better fortune, 
upoi> thp n^er? remenibrancc of paft difaftcrs. On 

* The balance of unfunded debt, after dedafting from 
the 5o,aoo>ooo charged againft the Public in account No. I. 
fhe i3,500,ooo« funded in 1792, &c. is £*Z7f7^»3'i^ 

f 0(4 capital debt on the 5th of January, 1783, 259,040,381 

State of the Public Debti^ p. 12. 
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the contrary, tfiough we have been repeatedly 
drawn in, like lofing gamefters, to hazard more 
upon afrefh ftake, we have conftantly experienced 
the fame caraftrophe ; nor has there been a finglc 
period of fix months, which has not degraded us 
to a worfe fituation than we v^vre in before, and 
augmented our difficulties, both in refpedt to 
making peace and carrying on the war.— But as to 
all- the paft, however pernicious, however abftird 
the conteft may have proved, however defervcdly 
the authors of it may be reprobated as the deli- 
berate enemies of their country, that conteft was 
lefs abfurd in the beginning, and lefs pernicious 
in the continuance, than it would prove at prcfent. 
It had then a ppecife and determinate objeft^ 
however fatal both to humanity and public liberty, 
the exertion of the legiflative authority of Great- 
Britain over the colonies, or, in more explicit 
terms, the eftabliftiment of unlimited authority, 
and the reducing them to a ftate of unconditional 
fervitude *. But this objed, however execrable, 
was adapted to pleafe the vanicy of a confiderablc 
party in the nation, and few feemed able to dif- 
cern the immediate lofs*, the ultimate fliame and 
ruin which might enfue. Although it required no 
great penetration to forefee that the attempts of 
this country to extend her authority by force over 
the colonies, might at fome future period produce 

^ i^ee the Debates and political pablications of that period. 
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their final emaneipatlon, yet fuch was the apparent 
difproportion of the contcft, that even the cleareft 
underftandiAgs might doubt concerning the im« 
mediate event. But with the prefent experience 
of our own weaknefs, and the force with which 
we are to engagey nothing Ihort of madnefs can 
hope for fuccefs in a new attack upon the inde- 
pendence of America* Indeed^ the abfurdity 
would not be more palpable^ were we to revive 
our ancient pretenfions upon France, and fend 
over a mighty armament to annex the territories 
of his Moft ChriftiaA Majefty to the crown of 
England. Were we then to continue an offenfive 
war, it is plain that it mufl now be a war entirely 
.without an ofa^ed, fince all hopes of fubduin{ 
jehe colonies are at an end ; and it muft be a ftrugi- 
gle of mere difappointed pride and refentment ; 
pafllons, which cannot long iofkience the cotui-* 
cils of nations without the greateft danger, even 
in their meridian of power and fortune ^, But 

* Upon what other principle many of thofe gentlemen 
^61, who, while they admit the troth of evierry fad and argu- 
ment advanced in this Pamphlet, fetm ddiroas of pfofecn- 
ting the waragainft France, I own myfelf at a Ms to deter- 
mine. Refentment and revenge are proper topics for the in- 
^ammable paifions of the mnltittide, when they 2it to be in* 
^nfed beyond the bounds of reafen er prndenee ; bat the 
real friend to his country looks with contempt upon every 
confideration,- but the fotid aftd elTential interel!s of the 
ttikny. Whoever is moderately verfed in hiftory, mnft know 
that the annals of every nation furnifh fcarcely any other 
fpedacle than that of aifaffinations, mafTacres, and atrocious 
crimes, perpetrated for the meaneft and mofl contemptible 
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ds toourfeSvei^ we have too long already been fub« 
jt6t to the influence of thefe blind guides, and 


paq)o(et. Will mankind, amidfi a]l the boafted improte- 
menu of thiAmzfon, never underftand thofe truths whida 
are inoft obvioos to common fenie» as well as moft important 
to common happinefs ?-7-Let thofe patriots who bear (o in* 
veterate an antipathy to France, /hew their public fpirit, b]r 
oppofing themielves to the headlong torrent of French fop- 

Sries and vices^ which now deluges the nation ; inftead of 
/ing down principles, which, were they to be ttniverfally 
adopted, maft nearly cauie the extindUon of the human race ; 
finct, were no nation to accept of peace till it had obtained 
^complete fatisfa6don for every imaginary wrong, there 
would exift an ecemal neceffity of war.— What fatisfafiion 
have wf yet given to the Spaniards for fupporting the Bdgk 
Proi4ncei in their revolt from Philip II. or in more modem 
times that of the Ci^alonians, when we deliberately undec- 
took to difmember ^njndependent kingdom, and ihareits 
ipoils with our alUes^f Even the perfidious £rench have re- 
peatedly feen us interineddling in their domeflic affairs, and 
fomenting the rebelliofks of the Hugonots. It is true, that 
we bafely deferted both the Catalonians in the war of the 
SucceffipUj and the Hugonots.at the (lege of Rochelle ; but 
this condufl, I am afraid, will refle6i but little lofire upcwi 
our national character. I would recommend to fome of our 
principal Orators, the iludy of thefe particular periods of our 
iiiftory, together with that of our political condudk to Scot* 
Jand and Ireland, while they conilituted independent ftates. 
The Roman hiilorians are full of inve^ves againft Punic 
faith, which bave been* implicitly adopted by moft modeon 
compilers ; but fome in fiances of Roman virtue have dropt 
from their pens, which equal or exceed any thing they relate 
9f the Carthaginians. But it is eaiier to declaim againft the 
perfidy ef the French, even while we ai;e imitating them in 
the moft contemptible parts of their charadlker, than to do. a 
noble juftice to their virtues and their policy, yet retain the 
natural fimplicity of the Englifh charader^ and defend the 
liberty and independence of our country, 

wafted 
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Wailed too much in fafli and viGonary purfuit^ 
Nq farther projefts, no farther experiments 'can be 
tried with fafety, unlefs we choofe to deftroy our 
remnant of wealth and power, as idly as w^ have 
diiiipated all the reft. Thiat remnant, if wifely 
managed, is at leaft fufficient for every purpofe 
of national happinefs, though not calculated to 
fatisfy every demand of national vanity^ But 
whatever may be our wilhes or expeftatiofts, whe* 
ther we are difpofed to content ourfelves with ths 
fplid enjoyments of fafety and tranquility, or ftill 
afpire at dangerous pre-eminence, peace i^ alike 
neceflary to the acquilition of either objedt. 
Peace alone can deliver us from the enormous 
burthens with which induftry is loaded % or at 
leaft prevent the ncceflity of new oppreffions j 
peace alone can revive our drooping commerce 
<and agriculture, and enable us, by wife and fa« 
lutary laws, and internal efforts at improvement, 
to increafe our population and manufafturcs- 
Peace would enable us to turn our attention at 
leifure, to the immenfe territories we . poffefs 
in India 5 a territory fo vaft, fo fertile, fo well 
peopled, that it might compenfate many of our 
loffes, could we be convinced of the neceflity of 
regulating it by whoUfome laws, adapted to the 
genius of the inhabitants, inftead of making it 
the theatre where European plunderers contend for 

* See the concluding obfervations. 
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pillage *. Peace would nlake us more refpcftcd 
in all the dependencies which we yet retain, and 

* ** Conquefts, ceflion^ inheritance, can bring only alii- . 
** ances with fo many independent ftates under one Sovereign, 
*' as long as all controul is tyranny, that is not founded 
** upon the adlual confent of the people governed. Some few 
*' pofTeflions we fUll have left. The dominions of our trading 
*' company to the Eaft-Indies, from which we have drawn 
'' fo many refources, and which our adls of parliament have 
" interfered in with fb little fcruple, have yet enforced no 
•* fuch claims or preteniions ; when they do, I trutt, we fhall 
*' find fome new diftinftions which may retain them under 
'* our fubjedlion." A Letter to John Sinclair, Efq; on Par* 
Jiamentary Reprefentation , p. 32. To give fome idea of 
what that fubjedlion is, I beg leave to infert the following 
extrafts from an account of the late dreadful famine in In- 
dia, &c. from the Annual Regifler of 177 1, p. 205, 

As foon as the drynefs of the feafon foretold the approach- 
ing dearnefs of rice, our gentlemen in the company's fer- 
" vice were as early as poffible in bu)dng up all they could 
*' lay hold of. When the efFefts of the fcarcity became more 
'* and more fenfible, the natives complained to the Nabob at 
" Muxadavad, that the Englilh had engrofled all the rice, 
*' particularly in the Bahar and Purnea Provinces. This 
•* complaint was laid before the prefident and council by 
** the Nabob's miniftcr who refides in Calcutta ; but the in- 
** tereft of the gentlemen concerned was too powerful at the 
*' board ; fo that the complaint v/as only laughed at and 
** thrown out." It is probable thefe gentlemen were thorough- 
ly convinced of the futility of the principle, that the confent 
of the people governed is necefTary to conltitute a juft govern- 
ment, and therefore very confidently difregaided their com* 
j)laints. 

*' By the time the famine had been about a fortnight over 
•* the land, we were greatly afFeded at Calcutta ; many thou- 
•* fands falling daily in the ftreets and fields, whofe bodies, 
** mangled by dogs, jackalls, and vultures, in that hot feafon, 
•' when at beft the air is very infectious, made us dread the 
** confequences of a plague. We had 100 people employed 
ff upon the Cutcherry lift, on the Company's account, wiih 
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probably eradicate the feeds of future civil wars, 
if we do not think it below our dignity to be , 

*' doolys, fledges, and bearers, to carry the dead, and throw 
*• them into the river Ganges. I have counted from my 
'* bedrchamber window in the morning when I got up, forty 
" dead bodies lying within twenty yards of the wall, befides 
*'. many hpndreds lying in the agonies of death for want, 
"bending double, with their ftpmachs quite clofe cpntrafted 
** to their back-bpncs. I have fcnt my fcrvant to defire thofc 
•' who had ftrength to remove farther off; whilft the poor 
f creatures, looking up with arms extended, have cried out, 
*' Baba ! baba I my father ! my father ! This affliaion comes 
**1from the hands of your countrymen, and I am come here to 
** die, if it pleafe God, in your prefence. I cannot move, do 
f what you will with me.** 

*' At this time we could not touch fifh, the river was fp full 
•* of carcafes ; and of thofe who did eat it, many died fuddcn- 
** ly. Pork, dqcks, and geefe, alfo lived moftly on carnage ; 
*' fo that our only meat was mutton when we could get it, 
** which was very dear, and from the drynefs of the feafon 
** fo poor that a quarter would not weigh one pound and a half. 
*' Of this I ufed to make a little broth, and after 1 had dined, 
" perhaps there were loo poor at the door wdting for the 
1^ remains, which I have often fent aipong them cut up intq 
*' little pieces ; fo that as many as could might partake of 
"it; and after one had fucked the bones quite dry, and thrown 
** them away, I have fcen another take them up, fand and all 
"upon them and do the fame, and fo by a third, and fo 
"on/? 

See alfo upon the fubjeft of Indian Legiflatipn, the Exa- 
mination of a Bramin before the Secret Committee of the Houft 
of Commons. 

I cannot help, although with the greateft reverence, enquir- 
ing from our nobility and gentry who arc fo ftrenuous for pa- 
nilhing the perfidious French, till they have amply atoned 
for all their crimes ; particularly from the Right Hpn. Lord 
North, who has expatiated upon that idea with fo much ener- 
gy and eloquence ; whether thefe fafts are true ? and, if true, 
what atonement either theBritifh nation, or the B^:itiih govem- 
l^ent, has offered to the manes pf tbefc vidimsr or to their 
iurviyine friends and relations i 
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taught wifdoiri by our paft experience, or un- 
worthy our greatnefs to redrefs the juil complaints 
we have occaGoned hy our former opprelHons. 

I ihall now proceed to ftate thofe articles of the 
treaty of alliance between France and America, 
figned at Paris, February 6, 1778, which relate 

to the prefent fubjed^ and prove the improbability 
of the colonies liftening to ai^y feparate terms of 
peace, before the ^cknowledgnjient of their inde- 
.pendence. The fecond article of that treaty ex- 
prefsly ftates, that ^^ The eflential and direft end 
** of the pre(ent defenfive alliance is, to maintain 
efFedually the liberty, fovereignty and inde- 
pendence, abfolute and unlimited, of the faid 
** United States, as well in matters of government 
*' as of commerce." The 8th article is, " Neither 
•* of the two parties Aail conclude either truce or 
•* peace with Gi^at firitain without the formal 
•** confent of the other firft obtained ; and they 
*• mutually engage not to lay down their arms, 
*^ until the independence of the United States 
*^ ihall have been formally or tacitly affurcd by 
** the treaty or treaties that fhall terminate the 
** war/* This I (hould think is fufficient to prove 
hovf viHoiury and unfounded were the opinions 
which lately prevailed with many of my country- 
jiien, that the Americans would obey the firft in- 
vitation of this country to defert the French, and 
.even league with us againft them. Nothing bujt 
the fame ignorance and inattention which have 
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guided every other part of our conduft, could 
poflibly have produced fuch a judgment. . 

But a more fpecious and important confequence 
* may be deduced from the articles I have quoted : 
that even fhould the Englilh allow the inde- 
pendence of the Colonies in the mod unequivocal 
' manner, they are fo involved with France, that 
they would not haytf^ it in their power to fufpcnd 
hoftilities without the permiffion of their allies. 
•This interpretation is certainly not unauthorized, 
' and is a fufficient comment upon the wifdom of 
. thofc, who, in fpite of the moft authentic infbr- 
. matiori, fufiered the Americans to enter into fuch 
clpfe conne<^ions with our enemies, at a time when 
: it is probable a little moderation and vigilance 
on our part would have prevented them. But 
when we confidcr the fcnfe of the fecond article, 
\ifhich explains and limits the nature of the al- 
liance, we ihall find that it exprefsly declares it to 
be defcnfive for the purpofe of maintaining th^ 
ibvereignty and independence of the United Stated. 
Again, the 8th article confirms this interpretation, 
by limiting the duration of the war to the ac- 

Jcnowledgment of the independence of America. 
The obvious and literal fenfe of this treaty there- 
fore is to ratify a defcnfive union between France 
and America, for the purpofe of eftablifhing the 

independence of the latter; and this end once ob- 
tained, leaves both the contrafting parties at liber- 
ty. Nor can much doubt be entertained that the 

Americans 
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Americans themfelvcs will confider it in this ligh'c, 
and not think it neceflary to carry on a war for 
the intcrcft of their allies, againft a nation with 
whom they have fo many natural conneftions ; 
and in whofe favour we may rationally fuppofe 
fo many ancient prejudices will arife, the inftant 
all ideas of farther perfccution are removed. It 
rs the intereft of the contrafting parties, which is 
alone the guardian and interpreter of t:reaties be- 
tween independent dates ; and this intereft will 
evidently run as much in favour of England, 
when England difcovers unequivocal inclinations 
for peace, as it did before againft her. It was 
the intereft of France to feparate fo large a portion 
of territory from Great-Britain, whom (he juftly 
confiders as her moft formidable enemy •, it was 
equally her intereft to throw down all barriers 
to the American commerce, which opened fuch 
unbounded views to the ingenuity of her manu- 
fadurers, and fuch ample refourccs to the em-* 
barraiTments of her finances. Nor was it lefs the 
intereft of the Americans to accept the overture* 
and alliance of every power which was hoftile to 
this country, and offered to fupport their indc* 
pendence againft its attacks. An alliance founded 
upon thefe principles, will neceflarily remain firm 
and indiffoluble, fo long as the common interefts 
of the contrafting parties coalefce : but let either 
of them completely acquire the objefts of its 
wiflips, and ample fcope is given to all the mo- 
tives 
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jfcircs of eovy, jcaloufy, and diftruft, t6 exert 
-thetr pover» and gradually corrode the bands of 
msrien. 

• Thus, it appears evident, in whatever light we 
ix>nfider the fubjeft, that acknowledging the m- 
liependence of America, is a neceflary preliminary 
t>f peace : for it will either fo . completely (atisfy 
jthe intereft and ambition of all our enemies, that 
Ao material oppofition will be made to its ratifi* 
cation ; or ihould ic fail to have that effeA* will 
fender the Americans fo luke-warm and indifferent 
jto the common caufe^ that we may naturally pro* 
^nife ourfelves 'happier fortune againfk our remain- 
ing enemies* 

Some gentlemen indeed ieem to imagine, that 
it is not neceflary to make fuch facriiices, and diat 
a reconciliation may be efiefted with America, on 
terms fimilar tfi what we have granted the IriOi. 
But till they fhall take the trouble of explaining 
ihe reatbns.of this opinion, I cannot help thinking 
•that it is more calculated to flatter the remains of 
national pride, ihan founded upon any real know* 
ledge of the fubjeft. 

It is no fecret that a commiflion has been (tnt 
over from the American Congrefs to five commif- 
iioners in Europe to treat of peace, whea^ 
ever Great-Britain fhall be inclined to accede to 
xhofe terms which are effential to its conclu^- 
jQon; It is alfo certain that feveral of the 
American agents, amongft whom Dn FrankliA 

may 
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may be numbered, have, both in their converfa*' 
tion and letters, exprefled the moft fincere defir« 
of terminating the prefent wafte of human bloodf 
by a fpeedy reconciliation with this; country ; nor 
do I doubt that there is ftill fufficient afiedion 
remaining in the minds of many of the Americans, 
to make them dcfire every degree of profperity to 
this country, which is confiftent with the freedom, 
intereft, and honour of their own. It is alfo 
equally certain, that not one of thefe commi(Iion« 
ers, amongft whom are included Dr. Franklin, 
Mr. Adams, and Mr. Laurens, have ever given 
the prefent miniftry the leaft hope that any part of 
America would rdinquifti^ its independence, for 
any terms or advant^es propofed by Great-Bri- 
tain -j on the contrary, I have every reafon to be- 
lieve, that this has been the uniform language 
of all the American agents who have been con-* 
fulted upon this fubjeA : *• Great-Britain by her 
^* pride, her infolencc, her unjuft attempts tore- 
^^ duce the colonies to fervitude, has compelled 
^^ them to refill by arms the intended invafion of 
their rights. In the profecuiion of this juftifi-- 
able refiftance they have declared themfelveaf 
independent ; becaufe, neither duty, compaft, 
** nor allegiance, can fubfift between the opprcf- 
** for and the opprtfled ; between the nation that 
" aims a mortal ftroke at the exiftcnce of ano- 
« ther, and the people that takes up defcnfive 
** arms to vindicate itfelf from flavery and de- 

" ftruftion. 
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* ftruftion. But Providence has uniformly blaft- 
** cd the ambitious defigns of England, and fa- 
^? voured the ftruggles of the Thirteen States, that 
through fuch difficulties^ through fo many va- 
rious fortunes, through fuch a ftorm of blood 
•* and death, have perfevered in the generous 
*' defign of maintaining the rights of nature and 
♦' the common caufe of the human fpecies. If 
Great-Britain, unenlightened by all the pad, un^ 
taught by her own calamities, ftill perfifts in 
*^ her former arrogance, and dreams of bending 
•* the hitherto unconquerable minds of the Amc- 
" ricans, let her collect all her remaining forces, 
^' and gather auxiliary troops of mercenaries 
** from all the tyrants that deal in human blood, 

*• to make a laft decifive trial of her fortune. She 
^^ has already abridged all other rights, and fe* 
*♦ vered every other tie, by appealing to the fword j 
*' and the fword is now the only charter of domi- 
" nion, by which Ihe muft hope to rule over 
** American fubjefts. Docs (be imsginc that the 
•' ghaftly wounds of a feven years civil war are to 
«* be clofcd in an inftant by the charm of a falla- 
*' cious lenity ? Or that the Americans can fo 
** foon forget the injuries they have received, 
•* their property wafted, their towns deftroycd, 
•* their country dcfolated, and every degree of 
«* hoftile infult and cruelty offered to their fami- 
** lies and thcmfclves ? Are thefe the potent ar. . 
« gvimcnts which arc to induce them to refiga the 
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** price of all their viftorics, arid truft themfelves 
** again to the cbmpaffion of a Britifh govern- 
^* ment, at the expence of ail that ii manly, juft,' 
^ or noble, either in nations or individuals ? Is it 
*• for thefe berif^Ts, f6 feelingly 'Enforced,- that 
^* they are to dtkw allies that have fopported 
''them in the hour bf danger, cheriJhed the rifing' 
*• liopes of thafJnfzM fliates, and dared the venge- 
" ance and the fliock of -the proiidett, if not" 
** the moft powerful- nation in the univcrfe? , Or 
*' does' the fame dclufion which madfe the EnglilK' 
*• prorhife themfePves -fo eafy a conqucft in the' 
** beginning, make tliem now imagine that the' 
** Ahiericans are to' be fubdued by policy, after 
having proved themfelves unconquerable by* 
arms ? Why elfe do they think of propofing 
terms which they mufl: know would be rejcfted 
*' with fcorn by every people that is not delivered 
*^ up to infatuation ? Shall the Americans brand' 
"themfelves with every epithet of perfidy and 
" falfehood, violate the unblemiflied honour of' 
" their new rcpublicks^ and deprive themfelves of 
^' the future favour and affiftancc of all Europe, 
^' that muft be witnefs of their ihamefulingrati-' 
**.tude, only that they may deliver themfelves up 
'** to the very people that has been fo long armed 
** for their deftrudrion. — They are not fo ign«- 
** rant of the feelings, of cftablifhed goveraments 
*' towards thofe that are denominatwl rebels, or 
*^ what they muft themfelves cxpc&c^jn from the 
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** moment of their accepting fo finiftcr a league. 
" As to the pretended concefllons which are fomc- 
*' times made to rebellious fubjeds, they arc at 
" heft but authorized frauds, to difarm the in* 
*^ tended viftitns of future cruelty and revenge. 
** Is there in all the wide extent of hiftory, that 
*^ baneful catalogue of human crimes and mife- 
^* ries, a fingle inftance of thefe involuntary con« 
*^ ceflions which has not been revojced, without 
** regard to faith or humanity, the very moment 
*^ when it niight be attempted with impunity i 
^VAnd what is there in the nature of the Britiih 
^ government, that Ihould produce an exception 
•' in its favour ? We are not ignorant of the mu- 
*• tability and inconfiftency of it$ councils j thpfe 
councils which fometin^es menace the fecurity 
and independence of all the furrounding na- 
*f tions, fometimes folicit peace with the holy fer- 
** vour of primitive Chriftianity. If the Englifti 
** themfelves repofe an implicit faith in their new 
•* adminiftration, it is not fo with the Americans, 
*' it is not fo with the reft of mankind. We know 
** that the fame breath which has blown up the 
^V bubble, that now dances upon the atmoiphere 
*' of national conceit, may diffipate its unfubftan- 
** tial fabric, and breathe again thofe peftiiential 
•vapours which lately threatened the deftrutftion 
of half mankind. As to the Englifh themfelves, 
if they have voluntarily joined in this profcrip-* 
^* ti6n of the Americans, what faith, whatconfi- 
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•* dcnce is to be given to a barbarous unfeeling 
nation, that only fufpends its cruelties from an 
inability to purfue them ? — If, on the contrary, 
as fome pretend, tkey have been reludantly 
compelled to fandtify outrages which they dii^ 
*• approve, on what pretence do they attempt tp 
** modify the rights of others, who arc incapable 
" of defending their own ? Let them therefore 
•■ underftand, that whether their charafteriftic be 
*• cruelty or weaknefs, we will neither confide in 
*• the one, nor fhare in the mifchicvous confe- 
**^ qucnces of the other. We will remain fixed to 
*• that fpot, where fortune and Providence have 
•* eftablifhed the foundations of our rifing empire, 
** by the agency of our own fortitude and virtue. 
** If England thinks that ftie can pufh us from 
*• the folid bafis on which we now ftand firm, let 
•* her approach with all her remaining forces, and 
•• make the dangerous experiment. If, on ihc 
** contrary, ftie has had fufficient experience of her 

•* own weaknefs, and wilhes to give the world 
" and herfelf fome interval of repofe, let her, 
** as a preliminary, defift from all the fchemes of 
** wild and fruitlefs ambition. Let her equally 
lay afide the projeds of fraud and violence ; 
nor attempt, by the contemptible arts of crook- 
ed policy, to deceive thofc whom flie is unable 
to conquer. Let her meet the Americans with 
fincerity and magnanimity j let her make all the 

L 2 *' atonement 


(€ 
4C 
C( 
Ci 


cc 

4 


( 76 > 

" atonement which is. within her power to thofc 
** Ihe has injured, by defifting from new attempts 
^' to injure. As to our independence, in the amplcft 
^* fenfe that can be given to the term, we do not 
^^ afk it of gpgland or her miniHers, becaufc it is 
not theirs to give j we already hold it from 
Heavea and the points of our fwords ; and 
" upon thcfe alone Ihall we depend for its prefer- 
** vation. Yet if flie fairly and honourably trc^t. 
with us upon thefe terms, we (hall acknowledge., 
it as a proof of her lincericy, jand accept it as a 
pledge of offered peace. By thefe means, the 
memory of pad injuries niay be gradually obli** 
terated, and ihe may yet find in a participation^- 
of our commerce, the furcft prop of her de- 
clining opulence, and in our returning affedion 
and future alliance, no contemptible fupporl 
" of her remaining empire. But let her at length 
" underftand the real limits of her power, and 
*' defift from the attempt to unite and reconcile 
** contradiftions. The two alternatives of peaco 
•* and war are indeed before her, and fhe may 
^* take her choice ; a firm and profitable peace^ 
** accompanied with the independence of tha co* 
^* Ionics, or a war of hatred, revenge, and fury,^ 
" to reduce the Americans to fervitude, or periih 
•* in the attempt. More than this, neither fortune 
^ nor Heaven allows 5 nor her own ungovernable . 
•* madnefs, which has compelled the Americans . 
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*^ to feize that independence which fhe now \Xk 
** vain endeavours to with-hold, and complcatcd 
** the difmembermcnt of the empire." 

This, or nearly this, I have reafon to believe, 
has been the language of the American agents,, 
whenever they have been confulted : fliould I be 
miftakcn, or endeavour to miflead, it will be no 
difficult matter to conyift me of ignorance or 
fiUfehood. In the mean time, I cannot help 
fuppofing this reprefentation to be a juft one, and 
drawing fome conclufions from it, which merit all 
the attention of the public, 

It muft appear evident, that no conclufion 
whatever can be admitted from the licuation of 
the Irifti to that of the Americans, excepting that 
a weak and oppreffive government will produce 
fmiilar cfFcds in every part of its dominions. 1 he 
Irirti have obtained every thing they. demanded : 
they afked for a free; trade ; that free trade has 
been granted them : ihey difclaimed the authority 
pf the Britifti parliament ; that point too has 
been given up ; and they now declare themfelves^ 
as they have every reafon to be, contented with 
the ^pnccflions of the government. They have 
ijever voted themfelves independent, never entered 
into foreign alliances, never feen their country ra- 
vaged,^ or themfelves profcribed, under the pre- 
tence, of reftoring conftitutional liberty and hap- 
pinefs. There can be little doubt .th^t the half 
of thcfe conceflions offered to the Americans, 

when ' 
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when they petitioned Tn the year 1775, would have 
prefervcd their union with thrs country inviolate, 
and prevented all the mifchiefs which have fincc 
enfued. But that period is irretrievably paft, and 
never can return. The colonies are now in aftual 
poffeffion of independence ; they have coiiftituted 
internal governments, which may perhaps leave 
them little to regret in their lofs of the Britifh con- 
(titution ; they have formed alliances with other 
nations, upon the folemn compaft of never again 
fubmittingto a dependence, cither upon this coun- 
try or crown ; they have repeatedly foiled the at- 
tempts of Great-Britain to reduce them to her de- 
pendence, and rcfufed to treat upon any other 
footing than that of independent nations. What 
is there in all this, fimilar to the prefent, or paft: 
ftate of Ireland ; and what can be meant by the 
propofal oF offering to the Aoiericans the fame 
terms we have granted to the Irilh, unlefs a pre- 
text for involving this country in all the mifcries 
of a new war, to fupport propofitions which we 
are fure will be rejeded with contempt ? — Will 
thefc terms be offered to the Congrefs ? — But the 
Congrefs have no more power or right to accept 
them, than the Britifh parliament would have to 
abdicate the independence of this countrf, and 
make it an appendage to France or Spain, — Nay 
Icfs, — For a Britifh parliament we all know is om- 
nipotent ; an attribute which I believe has never 
yet been claimed by Congrefs, who are only the 
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deputies of the feveral flates, to tranfa£t whatever 
buiine fs relates to the common intereils of the 
confederacy. Befidef, we have fome reafon to 
guefs at their ientiments upon this fubjedt, hj 
their treatment of the Britilh Commiflioners in 
the year 1778. — Shall we then oflfer thefe graciout 
terms to each of the feveral ftates that compofe' 
the American confederacy ? But I have yet heard 
of no overtures fronl any of the provincial go* 
vernments, which ftiould make us hope that they 
would be accepted ; and we know it to be a fun* 
damental article of the American union, that any 
ftate, which fhall prefumc to treat of a feparate 
peace, (hall be accounted a deferter of the com- 
mon caufe, and a public enemy. No way there- 
fore would remain, as we can neither expcft the 
Congrefs, or any of the provincial governmentSj^ 
to treat with us upon thcfe terms, but to have 
the gracious propofals of a repentant government 
printed and difperfed over the country, for 
the benefit of individuals. And as the Ame- 
ricans have already had fome experience of our 
methods of proteding them, I leave every one 
to conjefture the probable fuccefs of fuch a 
meafure ; more efpecially if we add to it the late 
vote of the Houfe of Commons againft carry- 
ing on an ofFenfive war in America. In the mean 
time I ihould fear, that thefe inconveniencies 
might refult from fuch a ftep. The Congrefs 

would 
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would not fail CO pafs the moft indignant votes 
upon the occafion 5 they, and all the friends of 
the eftablilhcd governments, would paint this 
conduft of the Englilh nation in the blackcft co- 
lours of perfidy and deceit. They would rcpre- 
fent us as a nation devoid of honefty and fin^ 
cerity ; fo deterniihately inimical to the liberties of 
America, that wc never, even when we afCimed 
the moft pacific appearances, could lay afide tlie 
idea of enflaving the coloQies ; that as our 
hoftilities were replete with every fpecies of 
cruelty, fo were our n^ociations with treachery 
and falfehood. ^* What are thcfe pretended 
** offers f would they add) but a repetition of the 
'* fame infidious arts, which they have fo often 
'* ineffcftually tried already ? They know your 
^* prudence and your, valour, when united ; they 
** know that you are neither to be fubdued by 
*^ force, nor circumvented by negociation, and 
** therefore they again have recourfc to their 
^' wonted arts, and attempt to diflblve that union 
'^ which renders you fo formidable. It is im- 
" poffible for that haughty nation to confider you 
** in any other light than that of flaves, eman- 
^^ cipatcd for a moment, but deftincd fooner or 
•* later to return to her domination. Even when 
** all the reft of Europe ftiall have admitted your 

f 

" independence, and folicited your alliance, you 
^< will be honoured with no other title than th^c 

■ 

" of rebels by Great-Britain. The hatred that 
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^^ fhe nourilhes againft you, fot yoiir clmaiicip^- 
*^ tion, is as unchangeable and eternal as her 
*^ purpofe of reducing you again to her do* 
^' minion, and making you pay the accumulated 
" puniflimcnt of your too fuccefsfu) refiftanccf. 
*^ This is the fpif it which alike animates her wars, 
** and dilates her propofals of peace. In the 
^* one^ ihe has ever been a cruel and vindiAiye 
*^ enemy y in the other/ ihe is a falfe,^ inlidious 
^* friend. Even now, amidft ^11 her profeflioos 
** of returning amity, ihe cannot hide the venom 
'^ which is rankling io her hearty or conceal the' 
** intolerable arrogance which has fo long guided 
^* all her councils.-^Does Ihe ofier to treat about 
•' a peace fo ncceiTary to her own affairs ? — It is 
*' in fuch a manner, as proves^ that fhe ilill con« 
•* fiders herfelf as your rightful fovercign, and you 
•• as revolted fubjcds^ on whom (he confers z 
** favour, in remitting fomc part of your merited 
punifhment. Though baffled fo often, and 
difgraced, ihe ftill treats with you as a fuperior ; 
and thinks the honour of her alliance cheaply 
•• purchafed by you, at the expcnce of national 
honour and independence. Yes, that v^ry in- 
dependence which you poiTcfs as abfolutely as 
any people in the univerie, ihe pretends to mo- 
dify, and gracioufly contenting herfclf with 
'* bereaving you of more than half your rights, 
" is willing that you ihouM liold the reft by the 
tf charter of her concefSon, £ut it is impofUble 
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^^ th^t yoa Jboul4 be deceived by fiitfi. cofltccup- 
" tible a(rts.a3 chcfe; or accept theolivc asaplcdge 

V of peace,, whofe. leaves arc .incapable of con- 
^^ celling the fetpent which entwines its branches. 

' Her offct3 arc too opaily infidious, and the 
tpi^lignity of her intentions, breaks forth too 
*J glaringly^ through, the veii of dilTembled friend- 

V ihip, with, which fhe endeavours to conceal it. 
!' She ftca theairpoffibilicy erf cofkjueriiig you irf 

V the field, and therefore has recourfe to nego- 
^^ ciations, which jfhe hopes may win their \/ay 
^ where arms would- fail. She wiihes to make 

you lofc the confidence of your allies, and the 
cftccnv jof Europe j thus will you be the more 
r^expofed to her future machinations. She 
*^ wifbes to (batter feuds, difunion and diftruft: 
^ amongft the fcveral ftatea that comf>ofc the 
** American confederacy, and to arm them one 
^ againft the other, that the whole may be more 
V cafily opprefled and^ enflaved. This is the 
** rcafon why Ihe refafes to treat with thofe 
*• whom you have appointed ro be the arbiters of 
^* peace and war* She knowsf too well their vigi- 
*i lance, their prudence^ their ii^&xibility ; (he 
*f fqars to meet the guardians of your liberty* in 
*' councilf as much as to encounter your armies 
*5 in the field •, fhe thejrefore endeavours to enfnare 
^' the ignorance and credulity of individuals, and 
^^ by frattering iecret difcontentis and jealoulks,. 
^^ to ooen a way for her ufurpa(ioas. But go- 

** vcrnmcnts 


§4 


AC 


C 8j y 




vernments that ' are 'fottrnteditpon principles 
of jufticc, and who clahti mo po^er but what 
is given them by ebmmon fiiffrage, arc unac- 
qtjaintcd witfc the fears aed low fufpicions 
which never flkil.tp accomparly tyranny: Wc 
** therefore fiibmit her propofala to you, con- 
^^ ftious that thcfc is b'ut bee. light in which every 
*«. friend to American liberty can confidcr them. 
4* Nor do wc fear, that thofe who have toiled fo 
*^ m>bly through fuch a contcftj^ to eftablilh thb 
" foundationiB of the only free governments in thfe 
** univerfe, will tafaiely yield, without an equiva- 
<*'lent, the reward xrf all their labours.** 

Should any oncbedifpofed to treat me:a8 tke 

advocate of American Uidcpendencefor cxpa- 

tiatihg upon thefe topics j withoyteithm^confelfing 

or denying the charge, ^: I muft obferve, th^t it is 

entirely foriaign .tp:;thc purppfe... No. one cap 

doutrt |h^t the CQAgrcft will rcfufc our overtures 

.for the future dfpeniieace of America, flioul(i fuch 

overtures .be m^de, Nor w.ill.tbiey be contentp^ 

-with a firtipk refufal s it is -eqiiaUy ceruin, that 

they will employ their whole addheft to . rcprefeat 

thefc. overtures -ih the blaokcft coloufs to the 

body of the people. Whether thef are aaua^ed 

by a; noble ambiwoD of raifing the glory of their 

country, or by the low defire of preferving their 

own authority alone, this will equally »be their 

conduct. Even the advocates for prdpofing do 

the Americans terms fimilar to thofe we. have 
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granted the Irifli, arc of this opinion ; fince they 
aiTerr, that neither the agents of the French, nor 
pf the Congreis, will be able to prevent the recon^ 
ciliation which thejr imagine muft be the confe- 
quence of fuch }iberal concefiions. No one 
therefore can accufe n)e of fingularity for enteFr 
fining an opinion, which is even admitted by 
thofe who diSer widely from me as to the reft ^ 
and the reHeftions which I have attributed to the 
Cpngrefs, arc fuch as muft prefcnt themfelres even 
to the moft (iperjicial underftandings. 

Placed as I am, at an awful distance from th^ 
profound myfteries of government, I canqot pre- 
tend to decypher accurately the intentions of our 
« rulers. Many circumftances may make it inex- 
pedient that the mazes of ftate-policy (hopld be 
expofed to vulgar eyes ; and therefore we ought 
to wait with a becoming patience, for thjc fuccefi 
of thofe negociations which ans now carrying on. 
But it is impoffible for any man who has been 
an anxious wicnefs of the public calamities, during 
the preient ill-omened conteft, not to form con- 
jeftures about the fui;ure. Tbcfe conjedures tt 
is the diftinguiihcd privilege of ewry Engliihman 
fo dare to offer to the public ; the meaneft citizen 
fnjoys this right ip common with the proudeit;^ 
and the experience of fome paft years does not 
tend to prove^ that either virtue or ability is 
engrofle^ l^y thofe who poflefs the highefl ila** 
tions. 


( 85 ) 

I Ihall therefore obfcrve, that the terms now 
offered to the Americans, either contain an ac- 
knowledgment of their independence, ,or propp* 
Tab for fome limited dependence on this country. 
In the firft cafe, th/ere is little reafon to doubt, 
that they will be attended with the defired fuc-' 
cefs : and a peace will be no longer delayed than 
till the different claims of the contending parties 
can be adjufted. On the fecond fuppofition, I 
will venture to prcdift, that all propofals for the 
dependence of America on Great-Britain, however 
modified^ will be rcjefted with fcorn by the Con- 
grefs, and all the ruling powers in that country. 
I have fufficiently ftated my reafons for this 
afiertion ; but it is a fpeculation of the moft inte* 
refting nature to enquire, what will be the con- 
duft of our minifttrs in cafe of fuch a refufal. 

Some perfons may poffcfs that fervour of ima- 
gination which may lead them to think, that the 
revolution of power in this country will produce 
^ (imilar one on the other fide of the Atlantic. 
They doubtlefs dream, that when the Britifhoffers 
(hall be difperfed ov^V the country, the people will 
either compel their rulers to accept them, or take 
up arms to depofe both Magiftrates and Congrefs ; 
that all America will forget both republicanifm 
^nd independence, and unite to celebrate the 
praifes of a patriot adminiftration, in a tranlport 
of gratitude and loyalty. As to myfelf, what- 
pyer joy ;t would give me to fee the inhabitants of 

BoftoQ 


( 86 ) 

Bofton and PhiladclphU i4>proadiing xhc throne 
with loyal and conftituttonal addreflbs, I cannot 
-help fearing, thai we are far removed from- fuch 
^n aufpicious aera. We know that the attache 
jnent of .mankind, either to national manners. or 
forms of govcrnmenr, bears nd proi>ortioB to 
the comparative excellence of the objcds ; if iry- 
deed it bepoITibk toeftablifh acricerion to judge 
of things which are reducible to no common !pffii>- 
ciplc?, and which vary with every guft of national 
prejudice or opinion. Ail the reprefentations of 
European elegance or enjoyment would no more 
tempt a Kamtfcbatkao from his cave, or an Iro^ 
quois from hi$ foreft, than the love of fava^ 
liberty and independence would ioducc anEnglifti 
nobleman to throw afide the trappings of his 
exalted ftation, and take refuge in eternal fnows, 
or pathkfs deferts. How ofien do we fee the opi- 
nions that in one country are treated as the cxcefs 
of wickednefs and impiety, confecrated by altars, 
pricfts, and temples, amidfl: their neighbours; 
while the reverence for a particular name or fami- 
ly, which, is confidered as loyalty and honour on 
one fide of^ a river or niountain, (ball be rcpro- 
bated as treafon and rebellion . on the other !— ^ 
Whatever reverence, therefore, we, may feci for 
the Englilh conftituiio©, whaM:cyer blefTings we 
may imagine it capable of imparting, it i« impof- 
fible «> deny, that the Anicricans may entertain 
tcry different ideas upon the fubjefl, Thcfplen- 
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dour of a court, the advantages of an hereditary 
monarchy, the facrcd name of King itfelf may be 
in fome minds fo ftrongly aflbciatcd with the ideas 
of unlimited power, and the purpofe of enflaving 
mankind, that they may excite no favourable im- 
prefiions. Whether from reafon, obftinacy, or 
error, we know that thefe are the fentiments of 
the Americans j at leaft a large, if not the largeft 
part of this nation has been accuftomed to reprc- 
(ent them in this light. But if the natural bent 
of their difpofitions has long inclined them to in« 
dependence and republicanifm, it will be difficult 
to aflign a reafon why they Ihould entertain more 
moderate ideas at prefent. 

But (hould they perfift in thefe ideas, (hould 
they rejcft the ofifered terms with the contempt 
which I am perfuaded they will feel for every 
propofal of dependence, what conduft is this 
country to obfervc ? — Are we to depart, at 
length, from all our lofty pretenfions, and grant 
the long-contefted boon ; are all the fine-fpun 
fchemes of political conneiHon to be diflblvcd ; 
all hopes of returning allegiance to be facrificed y 
are fifty thoufand lives, and an hundred million^ 
of treafure to be wafted in vain, and only to cc* 
ment the foundation of thirteen republican ftates: 
or will our miniftcrs, animated by a noble def- 
pair, pafs all the bounds which they had before 
pfrefcribed, and hecdlcfs alike of their own pro- 
fcffions and the infamy which muft attend fuch 
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grofs inconfiftchcy, openly engage thcmfdves tA 
M new war to fubdue the Colonies ? 

This enquiry is of fo much importance, that 
the illuftrious charaAers who compofe the prefent 
adminiilration will certainly give the people com-^ 
plete fatisfadion^ upon the fubjeft.- Th^y know 
how much we have already fuffered, h6w repeat- 
edly the public confidence has been abufed already 
by former miniilers ; they have long and feeling- 
ly arraigned the bafe duplicity tnd falfehood 
which ufed to prevail in our councils ; and it is to 
refcue us from evils like thefe, not from avarice 
or ambitioot or the felfilh delire of advancing 
themfelves upon the ruin of others, that they 
have accepted the reins ot government ; every 
motive of honour, (hame, confiftency mufl: in* 
cline them to a nobler condu^ \ nor will they de- 
ceive our wifhes, or adopt the execrable arts to 
which we owe fo many miferies. 

Should they therefore be convinced that the 
dignity of the crown, the fpirit of the conftitution, 
the unity of the empire, require new wars, new 
facrifices, and the impoHtion of heavier burthens, 
they will at lea(b treat the public with fincerity, 
and acquaint it with the important change in 
their fentiments. This change may indeed hap- 
pen, becaufe there is the greateft difference be- 
tween a Miniftry and an Oppofition, and many 
iburces of information and motives of conduA 
muft oc'cur to the one which are toully denied 

the 


( 8^ ) 

the 6th*f. Btit they will lay befolr us the reafons 
which they now find to expeft fuccefsi in fchcmes 
which they have fo often declared imprafticable ; 
they will ftate the remaining rcfources of the na- 
tion that infpire them with thefe hopes^ the in- 
tended expencc and probable duration of the war* 
They will not inveigle us from year to year with 
falfe eftimaces and fallacious hopes ; nor will they 
delude the unwary innocence of the .country gen-* 
tlemen with promifes of lowering their taxes from 
the confifcations and forfeitures of America. 
Should it be neccflary to fend over new armies 
with better aufpices, they will not do it under the 
mean pretence of defending ports, or garrifoning 
towns. They will alfo, I hope, think it necef- 
fary to aflign the limits of their own exertions, 
and the period at which we may expeft fome 
rtfpite, whatever be the fortunes of the war. 
Wherever thefe limits may be fixed, whether at 
public bankruptcy, a feizure of all private pro- 
perty for the ufc of government, or the general 
depopulation of the land, it will be fome allevi- 
ation of our diftreffes, to look forward to a cer- 
tain termination ; and it will enable thofe who 
wantfaich or loyalty to wait the laft extremity, to 
feek over the habitable globe fome afylum from 
the bleflings of the Englifli conftitution* 

In the mean time, I (hall endeavour to ftate 
thofe reafoni which induce me to believe, that our 
prefcnt adminiftration have either already acceded. 
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to the iDckpendcnce of America, or mutf to do 
it, if that conditroD ihouki be infifted upon ii4 a 
preliminary of peace. Thofe geatlemen "wfafle 
they were out of power have been accoftcmed fa 
make the American war the fubjeA of their (e* 
vereft and moft popular inveftives. According 
to tbcm, the defign to fubdue the colonies i/f3S 
equally unjuft, abfurd, and ruinous. All tbt 
forces of the BritiQi empire were inadequate io 
fuch an attempt^ and public bankrOptcy malt 
be the neceifary confequence of perfifting in the 
entcrprizc. With what energy, with what elo- 
quence have they dcfcanced upon our declining 
commerce, our involved finances^ the diftreffes of 
our country-gentlemen, the miferies of the poor, 
andall the complicated calamities which this unna- 
tural quarrel has produced ! How often and how 
feelingly have they adjured the late adminiftration 
to ftop the ravages of war, to refkorc peace to an . 
exhauiled nation, and to offer the Americans fuch 
terms as they were likely to accept ! With theie 
fentiments, fo often, and fo folemnly exprefiedf 
they have entered upon the management of public 
affairs, in order to refcue their country from its 
difficulties by a fpeedy peace. But it is impof-* 
fible they could miftake the terms upon which 
alone it was attainable. They were not ignorant 
of the treaties the Americans had entered into- 
with France, of the anfwers of^ the Congrcfs to. 
former propoficions,^ of the reprefeacations t^f the 

American 
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American agents ; trerj thing concurred to en* 
force the neceffity of independience) as aprelimu 
iwiy or condition of peace. Unlefe ihereiare they 
intended giving up this article, their iwvo&ivcs 
and their profefliona nKift bave be^n ^Ifke empty 
afid mfineere. For what was the crime of the 
]aft adminiftration, at leaft after the commence* 
ment of the war^ and the treaty of alliance, but 
tefu&fkg lo grant the independence of America^ 
and pro£scuting the war to make her forj^go that 
claim ? That admin tft ration never refufed to treat 
<^ teems {hort of iadepeodence, nor did the Ame* 
ricans^ever make any conciliat(>ry propofals to 
that purpofe fince the . year iyy6. Eut thofe mi* 
mfters had repeatedly declared, thjit they never 
waudd acknowledge tfaelodependqnceof Americai 
or defift from Mrar ,tiU thtt cdfeiitcs had giveo^up 
the claim ; and it ,wa? to fave u&from the inevi* 
tftblciruin which. muil ha^ve atti!rmkd:fo.rani and 
aibftird » rcfolutipn,. thtaf tb.e. rififtg fpir«; i>f the 
mtm h»^ pr^dvjc^d she pr^r« happy, chaogc. 
Piit this jchaoige h% n^t txco. effe^cd merely .that 
4ie p^G^le might be ain^Mfcd with a vain fliadow 
fi£ neg9oiati^B ^ this W9.s a ta^ for which our iat(s 
OKnifters were ^% well qualified a^s their fucceffor^. 
Mor was it from the hope that the Americajii^ 
would recede from their haughty declarations of 
independence, in favour of a new adminiftraticn j 
fych a fyftem might am uJfe the politicians of a 
i?0flfec-houfc, or the editor of a newfpapcr, but was 
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too ridiculous and unfounded to be adopted . by 
men of fenfe» who pofleiled, the genuine fourcescf 
information. Lead of all was it, merely that the <;qi\^ 
dudt of the waif might be jDhjuffled from one hand 
to another.: itis the war jtfelf, ^nd not the manage?, 
ment of it, that the late oppoHtion. have fo fuc- 
ccfsfully arraigned ; nor have they ever fucceeded 
fo well in proving the incapacity of the late fui-r 
nifters for carrying it on, as in demonftrating that 
the propofed end itfelf was chimerical, unjufl:^ 
and unattainable. But it was to flop the ravages 
of that pernicious war ; to vindicate our declining 
commerce and agriculture from new and more in- 
tolerable burthens * ; to reftorc plenty to their 
country^ and peace to Europe, that men of milder 
principles^ the patrons of public liberty, and the 
genuine friends of the people, have beeneleyated 

to the honours they now enjoy. 

Hence it feems to follow, that every friend of 

iheprefentadminiftration ihould ilrenuoufly vin<» 
dicate them from the fufpicion of meditating any 
coercive war againft America. Such a charge 
muft cither include the exccfs of folly or dupli- 
city : — folly, if they alone were ignorant of fads 
which every man of common abilities or infor- 
mation clearly underftood ; and duplicity, if all 
their declamations in favour of peace meaned np« 

f See the concluding obfervations. 
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thing more than to acquire the managchiene of 
the war. But that degree of ignorance was abfo^^ 
lutely impoflible : nothing therefore remains but 
to accufe tiiem of the grofleft infmcerity. For if, 
in the prefent fituation of England, the public in* 
tereft required that we ihould carry on a war to 
reduce our colonies to fome modified degree of 
dependence, what muft we think of men who 
have uniformly oppofcd the very meafures they 
ane compelled to adopt at laft P We know too 
well the uncertain nature of war ; that an oppor^ 
tunity once loft is frequently nerer to be regained i 
and the influence which the opinion of vigour and 
perieverance exercifes oyer the minds of nien ; [9 
great and univerfal, that mankind are muc]3i 
oftener conquered by their own fears than by thp 
proweisof their enemies. The laft miniftry ha^ 
fome title to both thefe qualities ; they laviflied the 
blood and treafures of the nation as profufely as 
if centuries of duration were comprized in the 
prefent moment, and as if America once nominally 
fubdued would fct us free from any future ftruggle; 
nordid they ever pretend tohumanity or remorfe*^ 


t » 


• " The policy, as well as the benevolence of Great-B A- 
'< tain has hitherto checked the extremes of war, when 
*' they tended to diftrefs a people, ftill confidered as fellowi- 
** fubje^s, and to defolate a country, fhortly to become again 
*^ a fource of mutual advantage; but when that country 
" profeiTes the unnatural defign, not only of eftranging hec- 
** felf from us, but of mortgaging herfelf and herrefoorceg 
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they plaiAly fkclntfcd* n^Hh a .jooft liuikbic: finoif 
rrty,^ that if ttey cwld not tjonqucr Atotricai 

^fdking pite i^. ruin$« Thb V4i;pikaiift: and xmn^ 
l}r ; ic was alfo ponfi^ni: with a ceofain^et of p? in» 
ciples^ which has generally had the"&p6feion of 
divises, and, for the curfe of huodan nature, has 
alleys been the favourite cvctd of princes ^^ 
l^tefmen. But whfat would h^ive .been the con** 
draft of their antagonifts upon the ibppofition i 
am now examining? Equally convinced of t^!^ 
fatal iKCcffity of theft meafores, they muft have 
y&d their whole adcjrefa and iiffktenee to render 
theni abortive, when their foccrfs would havfr 
l>een atMnded with Ie6 lofs and bloodfhed than 
it would be at prdfent ; or clfe, againft their own 
tonvlftion, they muft become the minifters of 
^cruelty and injuftice, and defolat^ the world mere- 
ly that they may preferve their places *, The ce- 
lebrated vote of the Houfe of Commons againft 
profecuting an ofFenfive war witli America, was 

f ' to oor enemies^ the whole conteft it <s|ange([ $ aivd die qoef* 
<' tion is. How far Great Britain may, by every means in 
V her power, deflroy, or render uftjlefs, a conqeftion contrived 
'** for her ruin, and for the acrarandizement of France. * 

** Under fijch circumftances, the laws of felf-prefcrvation 
7* muft dircft the conduft of Great Britain ; ^nd if the Britiiii^ 
** Colonies are to become an accefiion to France, will dirc& 
f* her to render that acceAon of as tittle avail as pofliblc to her 
•* enemy." Manifefto of the Britifh Cominiffioners. 

• Perhaps it may be neceffary to xead, •* that they may 
f* regain their pUcci*" 

certainly 
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txTtainly t4ie trork of the late miTiority ; ami thH 
vote was a pfolb i£(}^feffion t^^ll the Vtrorld &f our 
!^e«*Aeft aWd inAbiliiy to puttw the war. That 
♦bte, Wfth more thah magic force, arrcflcd all 
^r militai'y opteratiofis, difarmcd our veteran 
-bmdi, afi^ add^d confidence and intrepidity to 
uheir enemies. Tkat vote was a complete abdica-- 
tioh of al^l our bosfted fov^^ignty over America^ 
and ga^ve additional ftabiKty both to the Provin* 
dal^ovcrnifienks and the authority of theCtiiigitefe. 
For h it poffiblle^ timt after fuch a declaration we 
could invite a (ingie Amcrrcan to join our banners^ 
m «apofe cwfclVkrs to his derifion^ by pronpiifitig 
our profie&wai. To tnt indeed, and to every man 
that ia not poffefied with the chimerical «ge of 
•making conquefts, that vote appeared the only 
mark of public fanity which we have (hewn for 
tnany years. Confidered as the pledge and har-» 
tsingcr of ajiproa^hing peace, it feemed wifely c^U 
culaced to a^bace the animoiity of the colonies, Atid 
mericefd all 'cwar gratitude and approbarion •, but if 
it'wasBOthrisg naore than a. public leger-de-maiA 
to juggle the cards out of one haftd irito another, it 
•certainly was the groffeft inftancc of public ab- 
furdiiy that ever was/c^rhibited. Nor would it 
folve lihf objection to fuppofe, that no ofFenfivc 
w.ar v^as to be waged with the Americans, buc 
Only with the French, till they gave up the treaty 
of alliance and the independence of the colonies. 
Ifthef reach xlcaitWid immodertatc'tca-ma of pqace^ 
j'-i we 
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V^e fhall be compelled to carry on a war^ not 
agaitift the independence of America, but for our 
defence. But it will be neceflary to prove this in 
a fatisfa£tory manner, both to this nation and t« 
Europe at large, by expofing the terms that had 
jbeen oflfered by us, and refufed by them, other* 
.wife it muft appear the vileft political quibble that 
pver difgraced a nation ; and only intended to lull 
one enemy afleep, till we had difpatched the reft, 
and could return with additional force for his de- 
ftruAion, Such conduft, I am afraid, inftead of 
Serving, would only prejudice our caufe in the 
eyes of all mankind, by adding the imputation of 
treachery to that of violence ; and would fo to* 
tally alienate the Americans, by raifingtmconquer- 
able fufpicions of our lincerity, as would render 
all reconciliation impoflible. 
. Nothing therefore remains but to fuppofe, that 
as our minifters are men of fenfe, and pledged to 
the people by every motive that can a6b on gene- 
rous minds, they really mean to purfuc that con* 
du£^ which honour and public utility equally re- 
quire ; and to give us that peace, which it is cer* 
tainly in their power to beftow, and which our 
difficulties and diftrefles fo loudly demand. This 
is certainly the wifh of the founder, and I believe 
at prefent of the moft numerous part of the na* 
tion ; and the experience of every hour will add 
new converts to the opinion. Whatever may be 
the frantic exultations or chimerical projeds of a 

few,. 
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fcyfi the wifer individuals of every party, think 
that we have made a fufficicnt trial of fortune, arid 
that the prelent ftrength of our enemies is fo oVer* 
proportioned to our own, that it is a fufficient 
glory to have ' b^en fo well able to a6t upon the 
defenfive. They fee that the projeft of deftroy- 
ing the navies of France, Spain arid Holland, is as 
chimerical as it is UBJuft; and that were it more 
prafticable than it is, the reft of Europe h too in* 
tent upon its own commercial interefts, to fufFer 
the balance of naval power to be entirely deftrby- 
ed, and fo great an acceflion of ftrength thrown 
into hands that have not always ufed it with the 
greateft moderation. As to America, all parties 
.are now agreed, excepting a few hot-headed zea- 
lots, that Ihe has nothing to fear from the attacks 
of England-, and that no future connexion can 
fubfift between the two countries, but the volun- 
tary ties of friendftiip and mutual intereft. 

In this fituation, every thing concurs to make 
the people defirous of accepting peace, and to in- 
duce the miniftry to grant it. Every order of 
men will rejoice to fee a termination of public 
difficulties and impofitions, excepting the few who 
might have promoted a vile, partial intereft, by 
the continuation of the war. Whatever may be 
the murmurs of that fet of men, they will foon 
fubfide, extinguifhcd by the voice of a grateful 
nation, that will fooner or later learn, by its own 
comparative feelings, the difference between a full 

O and 
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and fafe enjoyment of the Fruits of its induftry, a 
circufnftance fo neceflary to all, and the empty 
triumphs of fuch a war as we now carry on, al- 
ways balanced by contrary fortune, and attended 
by increafing poverty and diftrefs. ^hefe re- 
flexions appear to me fo folid and unanTwerablc, 
and at the fame time fo important to this country 
in the prefent moment, thait I could not refill the 
impulfe of laying them before the public, what- 
ever perfonal danger or inconvenience may attenci 
the publication of unpalatable .truths^ fo little 
difguifed by artifice or flattery, , th^t ^ they may 
difguft -even thofe who cannot diipute their au- 
thority. 

It may be afked, why I alone have thus flood 
forth, and pretended to infliruft a nation. Many 
will tax me with folly and prefumption ; many^ 
will arraign me as the friend of America, and 
enemy to the glory of my country ; fome may 
perhaps accufe me of fecret intereft, or difguifed 
ambition. .As to any of thefe charges, I fhould 
cenfider them with indifference and contempt^ 
did not the nature of my fubjedl itfclf prevent me 
from pafljng them over in filcncc. I (hall there- 
fore obferve, that what I have here advanced, is 
little calculated to gain me either patronage or 

popularity; non€ but the real, difinterefted friends 
of their country will either excufe the doftrines, 
or the boldnefs with which they are enforced,; 
and the only character I can ever expeA to gain 

by 
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by means like thefe, is, that of a turbulent, dif- 
contented man, incapable of leaguing with any 
party, and dangerous to all. As to the pre- 
fomption which I have ufed, it is no greater than 
becomes a man j than, I think, becomes an Englifh- 
man : every one is equally interefted in the wel- 
fare of that fociety of which he is a member ; the 
meaneft can but lofe his all in common with the 
greateft ; nor are the trappings of ftate and gew- 
gaws of a crown of more importance to the 
monarch, than hrs cottage and humble f^rc to a 
peafant : neither nature, rcrffon, or juftice, has 
given to a few individuals the right of judging fo* 
all the reft. 

But as to the heavier charge of favouring th« 
liberties of America, far from attempting an apo- 
logy, I fhall both confefs and glory in the accu- 
fatioh. England is indeed my country 5 there was 
a time when I gloried in the name ; and I will 
prefume to fay, that few have ftiewn themfelves 
more completely Englifti, cither in their principles 
or conduft, than myfelf. But I have never beer^ 
able to chcrifli an exclufive partiality for any 
country at the cxpence of juftice and humanity j 
and were I capable of doing it, the refult of all 
'my experience tends to convince me, that the 
real intereft of no fociety ever was, or will be 
promoted by fyftems which contradift the plaincft 
principles of morality. The wideft range of 
empire, the moft uninterrupted fucceffes which 
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have attended the guilty projefls of ambition, 
have never produced any other efFeft, than that 
pf hurrying nations fo much the more rapidly to 
their decline. 

And much would it conduce both to the fecurity 
^nd happinefs pf mankind, were this great truth 
more clearly underftood, pr more univerfally 
adopted as the principle of aftion. We might 
then expert tp fee honed ends purfued by hoqour- 
gble means } and a care of the eilential incerefls 
of the people fubftituted to the paltry intrigues 
gnd machinations which have fo long been the dif* 
grace of courts and ftatcfmen. Thofe who claimed 
fuperior privileges, or engroifed the powers and 
diftindions of fociety, would think it necefTaryto 
deferve them by other arts than a contemptible 
juxury, an habitual pradice of low didimulation, 
or a blind acquiefcence in thofe pernicious fchemes 
which alike fap the foundatiods of liberty and 
public happinefs. In peace, we ihould fee them 
intent on repairing the ravages of war, improving 
every mean of national defence, . regulating the 
morals, and adding to the convenience of the 
people. Their care and wifdom wpuld correft 
pvery abufe, before it encreafed to a dangerous 
magnitude ; nor would the art of legiflation re- 
main the greateft reproach to the human under- 
(tanding, and the lead improved by the progrefs 
pf reafon and philofophy. The laws, whofe 
jfjearnefs and incelligibiljty ^re fo eflential to the 

happinefs 
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happinefs of the people, would be adapted to 
common ufe and underftandings ; not by reducing 
them to one general principle of promifcuous def- 
potifm, an improvement which many of their 
profeiBrors are fo defirous of introducing, but by 
difcncangling them from the cuftoms and per- 
plexity of barbarous ages, from the doubtful force 
of contrary decifions, and all the unmeaning rub- 
bifh in which they arc now involved. Commerce 
and agriculture would flourilh, not by the regu- 
lations of Boards of Trade, or the thoufand abfurd 
and contradiftory provifions which difgrace our 
itatutes, and deter the honed mechanic from the 
exertion of his ingenuity, but by fecuring tody^ry 
man the produce of his labours, freeing induftry 
from unneceflary reftraints, and bounding the 
incroachments of that al^deyouring monfter the 
cxcife *• Were it neceflary to engage in wars, 
they would be fo clearly juft and unavoidable, 
that there could be no difpute about the expedi- 
ence of fupporting them : a wife oeconomy would 
manage thofe refources which are dra^vn from the 
labours of the people, nor would the public con- 
fidence itfelf be made a reafon for its abufe, or the 
public patience an apology for the profufion of a 
government. 

Thefe indeed are vifionary fchemes, fufficient 
fp ipterrupt the gravity of a minifter, fhould he 

^ See the concluding Obfervations. 

condcfcend 


( IQZ ) , 

(ondcfcend to read them, or move th^ rifibillty oC 
4 financier. The deeper projefts of modern po- 
licy are of a very different nature : they confift in 
melting down the vigour of a nation by private 
and public corruption, tolerating every fpecies of 
abufe, invading the people's property by intale- 
table taxes, and under that pretence fubjefting 
the mod innocent and indifferent aftions to re- 
ftraint *. Wars of the moft deftruftive nature are 
entered upon for every purpofe but that of na- 
tional utility; and peace itfclf brings no allevia- 
tion of public burthens, nor always prevents their 
Accumulation. At length, unnerved and harraiTed, 
entangled on every fide with the inextricable web 
of debts, taxes, and penal laws, a? well as infeftcd 
.with the fccret venom gf all-pervading influence, 
a brave and generous people refigns all claim to 
privileges it has long difufcd, forgets that ever it 
was free, and finks into the eternal fleep of fer- 
vitude. 

And fo univerfal have been thele arts, fo general 
their fuccefs, that when we contemplate the dif- 
ferent rcgjons of the globe, we Ihallfiad they have 
almoft all in turn bccom^ the viflims pft avarice 
,^nd ambition. Afia has {je^n the feat of immc- 
niorial tyranny ; Africa fees all itscoafts depopu- 
lated p fatisfy the demand of Cliriftian lujcury 
:|br flaycs j Europe itfelf is on the point of yi'eld- 

f See the coacludiog Obfervations* 
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ing *6 rfie edmmdft deftiny. Government^ tftrt 
^atrial ^benefit, Wut tmiverJal fevil, becomes cveA 
frofn the tntfmehtof its inftitutioti, the engine by 
Nivhich the ihtereffs of the many are fiabmitted t6 
the capH^es fef the few. Bat moderate at firft ifk 
1[t^ pfetehHohs, and fearful of exciting too poweN 
¥q1 an" tx^tom^ 'it veils its baneful innovations 
\in^er the femblance of Order, public fafety, a:nd 
"rfatioml ^efe'nce. At length, like a ftream, wliich, 
iHdwihg through *an immenfe extent, has been 
gradually fwelled into a torrent by the acceffion 
"Of i thoufahd rivofccs, it rifes over every barrier, 
and deluges all with irrefiftible fury. Mankind 
liave then no other choice, but to worfhip the 
idols of their own cresition, or to be exterminatcti 
iDy the fword which they have foolifhly truftedto 
their hands. Frdm tliat ihftant, there arc nb 
'bounds to iHfolence on one fide*, or degradatioh 
on the 6iher. Ttifc nobleift empires fcem only 
created for "the fport and riot of a few conceited 
families j all the produ6lions of the earth are mo- 
nopolized i the elements themielves become fbbjeft 
to liuman pride ; and man*, that believes iiinifclf 
the lord of all, is the dn]y animal that fta/vcs 
amidft univerfal plenty. 

This is the,progrefs of every government ; and 
however retarded in its courfe, it as invariably 
ttnds to defpdtifm'.as rivers fcek the fca by the 
laws of gravitation.* 'Can any generous or hu- 
mane niind, therefore, that is convinced of this 

• truth. 
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troth, behold with difapprobation the ftru^les 
which are made in any corner of the globe for 
liberty ? Will he not wifh to fee the fpoilers of 
the world, the enemies of common happincfs, 
checked in their courfe, and new afylums opened 
to the fufFcring part of the fpecics ? But Ihould 
the contcfl happen in the very country of which 
he is a i^ember, will not a much more powerful 
motive intervene, his own immediate intereft j at 
leafl: if he has learned to attach other ideas to the 
term than that of pcrfonal cafe or fafety, or the 
wilh to fliare the plunder, and riot in the fpoils 
pf others ? 

It is upon thefe motives that I confefs I have 
uniformly detefted the American war. No ex- 
ample could arife from the fubjugation of that 
country, excepting a repetition of the common 
<:ruelties,which under the name of juftice or policy 
are praftifcd in all conquered countries ; and par* 
ticularly in.thofe where public violence is ftimu- 
lated and excufcd by civil animofity. The leafl: 
that could have been expefted, would have been 
executions, baniflimcnt, confifcations of property, 
and the cfliablifhmcnt of a military government to 
cxtinguifh every fpark of liberty before it fhould 
begin to flame. I cannot pretend to aflign the 
limits of minifterial mercy ; but thofe that begin 
by invading every acknowledged right, and de- 
molifhing every public barrier, will rarely end by 
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replacing them ♦. On the contrary, the (uccefi of 
the United States affords an awful fpeftacle, which 

* «* — Bat an Rnglifh individual iftay by the fupt^me 
*^ authority be cLeprived of liberty, and a colony divefted of 
** its powers, for reafohs of which that authority 19 the only 
*' judge." Taj^ation no Tyranny, p. 24. 

*' The charter therefore by which provincial governments 
'* are conftituted, may bt always legally, and where it is 
*' either inconvenient in 'its nature, or mifapplied in its afe* 
may be equitably repeafed; and by fuch repeal the wholft' 
fabrick of fubordination is immediately defti'oyed, the con^ 
^' flitutijon funk at once into a chaos^ the fociety is diifolved 
*' into a tumult, of individuals, without authority to command 
" or obligation to obey." Ibid, p. 18. 

^* The Legidature of a colony^ let not the comparifon bft 
*' too much difdained^ is only the veftry of a larger pariih." 

Ibid. p. 44. 

" When they apply to our compaffion, by telling us, that 

** they are to be carried from their own country to be tried for 

*' certain oficnces, Ave are not fo ready to pity them, as to ad* 

** vife them not to offend.** Ibid. p. 59. 

*' If they are condemned unheard, it is becaufe t^ere ii 
*' no heed of a trial* The crime is manifeft and notorious.'* 

[bid. p. 60. 
Let us give the Indians arms, and teach them difcipline, 
and encourage tbem now and then to plunder a plantation** 
f' Security and leifure are the parents of fedition." Ibid. p. 84. 
If their obflinacy continues without adlual hoflilities, it 
..may per)iaps be mollified by turning out the foldiers to free 
" quarters, forbidding any perfonai cruelty or hurt." 

Ibid. p. 85. 

** Nothing can be more noxious to fociety, than that erroneous 

*' clemency, which, wheh a rebellion is fupprcfled, exads no 

** forfeiture, and eftablifhes no fecurities, but leaves the re- 

*' bels in their former Itate." Ibid. p. 87. 

•• Their charters being now, I fuppofe, legally forfeited, 
^' may be modelled as fhall appear moft commodious to the 
•' mother-country. Thus the privileges which arc found 
" by experience liable to mifufc, will be taken away, and 
** thofe who now bellow as patriots, blufter as foldiers, and 
<' domineer as legiflators, will' fmk into fober merchantt 
*' and iilent planters, peaceably diligent^ and fccurely rich." 

Ibid. p. 88, 
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cafitiot be too ofieo renewed for the inftrtidioa 
of mankiod/ sod the mformation pi foyerdgns* 
It teaches the poflcfibrs of power to ufe that power 
With moderatioiiy uoiefs they would incur the 
hasard of lofing what is fo dear to their ambition. 
It teaches mankind at large, that neither the 
vaunted prowefs of mercenary armies, the poA 
icffion of unequalled riches^ fleets that command 
the ocean, or all the refources of eftabliihed au« 
thority,are fuflicient to prevail over minds that have 
once dctermihed to meet death rather than fub* 
mit to flavery* Above all, the eftabliflimcnt of 
fo many free ftates upon the pureft principles of 
civil and religious liberty, affords the molt confo- 
latory profpe&s to every friend of humanity. 
The fame fpirit which has. direfted their foun-^ 
dati<A}S may ftill extend their limits, till the im^ 
menfe continent of America become the feat of 
happinefs and population, and the refuge of all 
the miferable, from European tyranny. How 
diff:rent is this view of things from that which the 
narrow fchemes of felfiih policy would have pre* 
iented I that policy which > rather than emancipate 
mankind,wifhed to wage war with Providencc^and 
itop the courfe of nature i to defolate the noblelt . 
pOFtion of the univerfe ; and rather make it the 
receptacle of noxious reptiles and beafts of prcy» 
than fufler it to be inhabited by men that dare to 
think for themfelves, and defend the privileges of 
their exiftence<« 

Theie were the genera^ principles upon which 
I always reprobated the American war ; but when 

X conlidered 


I confidered its probable confrqucnces upon the 
fafety and hftppinefs of this country,* mocires of 
private intereft concurred to augment my juft ab- 
horrence. It was too evidently begun upon prin-* 
ctples which had no connexion with public uriliryt 
however the public credulity might be enfnared to 
fufier its conitnaance. The intereft of every people 
confifls in a due adminiftration of the laws wbich 
defend their peribiii and their property » in t plenty 
of thofe things which the fuftenance of Ufc ff^ . 
qWreo, and in ^ freedom from ihofe rtftraints andt 
impofitions which have fo baneful an e^Teft on 
commerce and agricolture in other parts of the. 
workl *. Could any thmking man believe,, thac 

* " Ces encoaragemeti8« pour la propagation da gfiir^' 
''huDain» parottiontpeat-ttreiingmlters et mime fupsrlui 
<' a bien de& gens ; ouis ill changcront dc fentimensj^ lorf- 
^* qu'ils feront inflruics, comme on le f^ait par le rapport dc 
** differents cur^, ^e beancoap de pay fans ne vculent pint 
" faire d'enfans ou s'ien tienttent k un tr«s-pettt ndmlMpe^ 
*' p^adant qa*ils en pourroient avoir d'advantage." P« 236, 

^' Ferfonne n'lgQQre que PagricuUttre eft la bafe d^ la pro- 
'* {fVfiti des euti ; feur puiflSuiee augmente ou dmlmie ei^ 
*' propordon de ce ^'elk »'accroit ou s'afibiblit/' P. 3i^Q. 

*' roor retablir la culture des terres ii fort negligee dans cf 
" royanmoy ainfi que je Pai dit, il ne faut employer que des 
** HtDyeoa libres et point de forces, qui ne reuffirment pas, 
^' I^'agricolture, fource de toutes les riichefTes, mere du conu 
** merce et des art9« ne veut pas plus etre genee que fes enfans. 
<* fl oft neceiiairo de Texoitcr, de Foneesra^r,. maie loriqq'biir 
" veut la contraindre, elle s*aneantit et difparoit avec ei^x j;^ 
^ tout fyft^me de finance, anquel die ne fervira point df 
'* fondement, ne feraqu^tine vaine cfafmere, etqn'nn bli^timent 
'< edifie fur la fable, piit h ecroder k chaqueinftant." P. 25 1 • 

** Notre adndnH^ation interieure tend diredement a &£'• 
<' eoorager les cvltivateiirs, fiifigac» par ks friquentes vifitey 
** det diArents comfltts-et employes, dont le aombre prodi^f 
** gteux dse des^ bras a Pagricultiire et coftte des frais im- 
^* raenles a Peiaff Expofes afc v^ir vwi&9 d^ua moment i 
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thefc falutary ends would be promoted by tHede-- 
folation of. Atherica^ and the •dcftruftion of its in* 
habitants ?—Thofe gentlemen and merchants who 
afiented to the nneafure, with, the laudable inten^ 
tion of lowering their taxes, andencreafing their 
markets, muft explain their own ideas : to me it al« 
ways appeared evident, that warxrould neither pro- 
mote our commerce, nor diminilh our burthens. 
Could the burning qf towns, and the deftroying 

evtry fpccies of property, incteafe the American 
dfemand for Britifti commodities; or contribute tp 
the exhploymcnt bf oiir manufafturers ? As much 
as the extin&ion of liberty in America, and theefta* 
bii&ment of a military govennnient there, would 
have tended to preferve our rights at home« and 
difFufe the blefllngs of the Englifk conititution. 

But every thing that the oppofers of that dif-' 
aftrous war predided at its commencement, has 
fince been fatally accompliihed. Our burthens, 
inftead of being diminilhed, are increafed to that 
enormous magnitude which threatens the annihila- 
tion of commerce and agriculture. The neigh-* 
bouring nations of Europe, inftead of viewing 
with indifference or applaufe th^ chaftifement of 
our rebellious colonies, have ranged themfelves 
on their fidc^ as was foretold ; and whatever may 

*' I'autre par leurs proces-verbeaux> ils tremblent toutes \e% 
*' fois qu'ils les voyent arriver chez cux,** P. 260. 

Thele paflagcs arc all taken from Memoire fur Us Defricbi^ 
mens^ par le Marquis de Tourhilly j a book which, although 
wrkten by a Frenchman^ contains., in my opinio^, more found 
fenfi;, genuine political knowledge, and enlightened huma-^ 
nity (I fpeak with diffidence) than the forty-fix volumes in 
folio of the Joarn«Is of . . . • • at leaft finqe the ^ommejiice* 
ment pf the prefent century. 

have 
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have been the. original ftrength of the Americans, 
th«y have been fo well fupported by^our ancient 
cncnnies and rivals, as to baffle all our paft, and 
to bcfecuic from all our future attempts. Inftead 
of that contribution which was the avowed ob- 
jeft of the war, we have loft »the monopoly of 
their commerde, artd muft become, if we wilh to 
regain any part of it, fuppliants to thofe whom 
we difdained to acknowledge as our equals. More* 
than an hundred milKons have beca already fquan-' 
dered without the reduftion of a finglc province ; 
and no ore taxes impofed on national induftry*' 
than; I will venture to fay, the exertion of mini*- 
fterial oeconomy will deliver us from in the en-^ 
fuing century ; though it fhould uniformly pro--' 
ceed in the fame rapid torrent with which it has 
begun. 

In the midft of thefe diftrefles, a gleam of hope 
breaks forth, if we deign to profit by our paff 
mifcarriages, and to learn wifdom from misfor** 
tune. Our late fucceffes will facilitate the means- 
of peace, if we are ferioufly inclined to propofe or 
accept the terms which are adapted to our fitua- 
tion. Our enemies, wearied with the ravages and 
lofles of a doubtful war, will ealily confent to 
breathe from their toils; the Americans will gladly 
return to their former peaceable occupations ; and 
all Europe will lofe its jealoufy of a nation, that 
even in the midft of viftory can rcfign the fpiric 
of conqueft. 

But perhaps the meafure of our calamities is 
pot yet full, and the pride and folly which have 

fo 
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fo long oppofed <mr happmefs, may demand ic^ 
vcrcr expiations than any we hare yet offered^ 
Qur late fucceifes, indecifiveas they are, andinade** 
quate to any other obje^ than the acquifitioo of 
peace, may raiie new dreams of conqueft, and tet^ 
new the general infatuation. A people loi^ ac« 
^uftomed lo be deceived, too proud to.yiekl, too 
indolent to reflet, too corrupted to be juft ch- hu- 
BQianc, may infift on kindling agam the flames of 
war, and delt^ing the earth wi(h blood* A mi- 
nifter felfifli and interefted Kke his predeoeflbrs^, 
may feel more attachment to pomp and power 
than to the efibntial intereib of his country. WitK 
boundlefs an>bitk>n, butacontrafftedheart, he ouiy 
take advant^e of popular delufions to violate his 
own profci&ofis \ or, yielding to that mighty in^ 
flucnce againft which he has fo long declaimed^ 
may fteer the public veflcl towards the very (hoals 
he has fo repeatedly pointed out, and, inftead of 
making the port, feek for refuge amidft the 
$orm. 

Ih this caft, I cannot eypeft to avoid the ge-^ 
oeral fatc> or to efcape that ruki againft which I 
have in vaiA endeavoured tp warn my countiy.^ 
But amidft all the calamities which I foreiec wiU 
Vtrft upon us, it will be fome conlolation. to 
me^ to have diicharged the duties, of a virtuous ci^ 
lizen ; and without intereft or ambition, witbouc 
(ven the wiih or hope of fame, to have oppoled 
myfelf to the ftream of public prejudice, and en^ 
ibrccfd thofe falutary truths, upon which depend . 
the falbty and happinefs of the people. 
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AS fomc of my readers may be unacquainted 
with the equity and mildnefs of the excife- 
laws in this free country, I (hall take the liberty 
of rpecifying fome few of the penalties which are 
infli&ed by them. 

By 5 Geo. IIL c. 43. a penalty of 20U upon 
every brewer who fliall alter the pofition of any 
tun^ cooler, &c. after the fame has been fet up^ 

without giving notice in writing to the excife^ 
9fBcer. 

By 1 1 WilL III. c. 2 1 • a penalty of looU upo|i 
any brewer who fhall ufe molafles, coarfe fugar^ 
honey or compofition, or extract of fugar, in the 
brewing or worfcing of his beer. 

By the fame aft the fame penalty upon eyerjr 
brewer who fhall receive, or take into his cuftody^ 
my quantity of thefe ingredients exceeding ten 
pounds. N. Bi It is probable that the ingenious 

fabricators 
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fabricators of thefe two claufes did not know that 
the conftituent part of all fermented liquors is no- 
thing but fugar ; coniequently, all wort is only an 
extraft of fugar,. and every brewer that ufes malt 
is fubjeft to this penalty. 

By the fame aft a penalty of 20I. or in de- 
fault three months imprifonment upon every 
brewer's fervant^ or other perfon who (hall be 
aiding in the crime of ufing any of thefe ingre- 
dients, or in conveying them into the houfe, brew- 
houfe, or other place belonging to fuch brewer. 
N. B. By this aft any porter that carries eleven 
pounds of treacle or fugar to a brewer's houfe is 
fubjeft to three months imprifonment.- 

By II Geo. I. c. 30. if any officer, on his 
fcarching any un-entcred place, (hall find candles 
either made or ttiaking, or tallow or other mate- 
rials melting or melted, or cottons or rufhes 
ipread, or any copper, mould, or other utenQl 
warm with tallow, &c. this fhall be fufficient 
evidence to convift the offender, and fubjcft* him 
to the penalty of lool. N. B. By this claule, 
I (hould fuppofe every man that keeps candles in 
his houfe, or melts greafe for his cart-wheels, is 
Jubjeft to the penalty of lool. 

By 8 Ann. c. 9. a penalty of 40I. upon every 

perfon who fhall ufe, or caufe to be uied in the 

infide of his dwelling-houfe, any lamp wherein 

afiy oil or fat (other than oil made of fifh withui 

, Great Britain) (hall be burnt forgiving lighc^-r 

i . Thus, 
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Thus we fte the wifdom of our parlialnent is not 
above the meancft offices, or the moft degrading 
attentions. What an awful idea niuft it give 
foreign nations of our government, and what muft 
be its care and circumfpediion in every weightier 
concern, when we thus fee the Sovereign, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, together with the 
virtual representatives of the people, gravely con- 
trouling the kitchens of the fubjed, and dc* 
ciding in ^hat manner he ihall light himfclf to 
•bed! 

By 10 Geo. I. c« lo. a penalty of 2go1. upon 
every perfon who (hall make chocolate without 
making entry at the office, &c. Neverthelefs, in 
confidcration of the rights of free-born Englilh- 
men, the following moft gracious claufe is added: 
That, upon three days notice the officer piay give 
private pcrfons pcrmiffion to make ditto for pri- 
vate ufe only, but not lefs than half an hundred, 
weight of cocoa nuts at each time^ and if within 
three days after finiihing, it is not entered, brought 
CO be damped, and the duty paid, the perfon for 

whom the fame fhall be made, fhail forfeit treble 

• 

the value thereof. 

By 12 Gep. I. c. 28. no dealer in cocoa-nuts 
ihall difpofe of lefs than twenty- eight pounds at 
n time, and then (hall enter, in writing, the name 
and place of abode of the buyer, and on demand 
produce fuch account to the officer^ on pain of 

O . forfeiting 
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forfeiting 20I. for each poiind of iocoa-huts> 
and 20I. for default of entry. 

By 9 Geo. II. c.35- on information upon oath 
before any juftice, that any perfon U lurking 
Within five miles of the fca-coaft or a navigable 
river, and that cJicre is reafon to fufpeft that he 
"waits with intent to be aflifting in the running b# 
goods, fuch juftice oiay grant a warrant for appre* 
hending him ; when,^on his hot giving a fatisfac* 
tory account of* himfelf, he Ihall be committed 
(o the houfc of correftion, there to be whijipcd 
and kept to hard labour not exceeding one 
month. — Here is a hew crime created, •• novum H 
^* inauditum fcelus^^ that of being within fivemilea 
of a navigable river or the fea. Had the makers 
of this law been apprehended and brought before 
an honeftjuftice'of the peace, is it probable they 
would all have been able to give 2^ fatisfaSory ^c-^ 
count of themfelves ? 

By 33 Geo. II, c. 9. every perfon making o^ 
keeping any wafli, cyder, or other material fit for 
diftillation, and having in his pof&ffion any ftill 
pr ftills, containing, feparately or together, ten 
gallons or upwards, (hall be deemed a common 
diftfllerfar fale, and liable to the fiirvey tind du- 
ties^ 

• tiy 1 Geo. III. c. 5; no diftiller or dealer i« 
any fort jof fpirituous liquors Ihall have any ftiilt 
or nuniber of ditto, unlefs fuch, tf-a-fingle onc> 
or fuch ditto taken together ihall contain at leaft 

one 
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one hundred gallons^ on pain to forfeit for everjr 
fuch ftill lool. 

And fuch dills as (hall contain feparatcly le(s 
than one hundred gallons, Ihall be all placed in 
one room or workhoufe, on pain to forfeit for 
every fuch flill not fo placed iboh 

By thefe claufes it appears, that every perfot^ 
vfhb ihall have in his pofTcfllon a ftill of ten gaU 
Ions, with any cyder, beer, &c. in his houfe, is 
a common diftiller, whether he ever thought of 
diftiUing fpirits or not, and is fubjed to the pe- 
nalty of lool. for not having ftills to the amount 
of one hundred gallons* . 

By 6 Geo. I. every perfon who Ihall have, ir^ 
Us cuftody above fixty-threc gallons of arrack, 
rum, brandy, fpirits, or ftrong waters, (|iall b^ 
deemed a dealer in fuch liquor.— I fhould be much 
afraid that mofl: of our nobility and gentry, who 
pride themfelves in keeping elegant ^tables, ma^ 
by this a£t be proved common dealers. An4 
vvere the law rigorouQy executed, what a check 
mufl it prove upon the only fcience which is a( 
prefent ftudied by people of falhion, the fciengc 
of the tabic! . 

By 12 Geo. III. c. 46. every difliller of low 
wineiB or fpirits from cor-n, fhall, before he begins 
to diftil, provide at his own expencc fuch faften*- 
ings to, 6cc. as fl^all be approved of in writing by 
(he furve^ror of the diftrid^ and fhall alfp pay for 

< 0^2 fuch 
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fuch locks and keys as iOiall be provided by the 
faid furveyor ^ and if any fuch fhall prefumt to 
diftil before fuch fhall be provided, or fhall re- 
fufe to pay for the locks, or to turn the difchargc- 
cock of, &c. as required, he fhall forfeit 50I. 

By the fame aft, if any perfon^ by any cbntri- 
vanccwhatfoevcr, (hall open any fljll-head, charge^ 
cock, or w4(h-pump, after the fame has been 
fecured, before it fhall be opened by the proper 
officer, or (hall wilfully damage any lock or other 
faftening, he fh^li forfeit for every fuch offence 
2ocl. 

By 2 Geo. III. c, 5. No wafh that fhall be 
brewed for the cxtrafting fpirits for exportation, 
fhall be pumped into the flill but in the prefence 
of an officer, and the low wines imn^ediately run 
off into an entered veflel, and then kept till 
gauged ; and if any fuch difliller fhall a6t contrary 
thereto, or obftru6t the officer in the gauging, 
taking famples of the fpirits, or trying the 
proofs, &c. or fhall clandefiinely convey away any 
of the fpirits, pr wafh, or low wines, &c. he 
fhall forfeit for every fuch oflfedCe 500I. 

By 9 Ann. c. 12. every perfon whatfoever who 
fhall plant, or have growing any hops,.fhall year- 
ly, on or before Auguft the firfl, give or fend 
notice in writ;ing under his hand^ at the next ef« 
fice of excife, or to the officer of the diflrift, of 
all the hop-grpu|ids in his polTeffion, and the 
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names of the parifti, townlhip, or place wherein 
the fame fliall lie, with the names of the owner, 
tenant, or occupier thereof refpeftively, on pain 
of forfeiting 40s, for every acre. — This wife law 
I fuppofe was intended for the encouragement of 
agriculture ; perhaps the fame enlightened policy 
may hereafter extend it to all the produftions of 
the country. The farmer is already fubjefted to 
the inquifitorial vifits of ecclcliaftlcal tyranny for 
every vegetable that grows : furely he will not 
complain to have the fame privileges granted to 
the excife-man, for the exigencies of the ftate.— 
What a number of bleffings have the Americans 
loft. In fo obftinately refufing thefe moft eflential 
parts of the Englifti conftitution ! 

By 33 Geo. II. c. 7, no perfon making malt 
fhall fet up, alter, or ufe any utenfil, or place for 
making or keeping of ditto, without firft giving 
notice in writing to the proper officer, on pain of 
50L 

By 3 Geo. Ill, c. 13. every maker of malt for 
home confumption, fhall, at leaft, twenty-four 
hours before he fliall begin to wet any corn for 
malt, give notice in writing to the officer, under 
penalty of lool. 

By the fame aft, if any maltfter having given 
fuch notice, and begun to wet any corn, fliall ne- 
gledt or refufe to proceed to cover the whole with 
water, and to continue the fame fo covered, for 
th? fyll fpace of forty hours from the time of its 

being 
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being firfl: wet and covered, or (hall begin to wet 
at any other time than between the hours of four 
in the morning and nine in the evenings he flull 
forfeit lOoK 

By ID Ann. c. 19. every perfon who fbaU 
make any paper, paileboard, mildbo^d, or fcale- 
board, or fhall print, paint, or {tain, any ditto, 
(for fale or not for fale) fhall give notice in writ- 
ing at the next olHcr, of his nanpe and place of 
abode, and when he. intends to make the fame, on 
pain of forfeiting 30L 

By I Ann. c. zi, if any perfon wiiatfoever 
ihall renK>ve or convey^ any fait from any fait* 
works, or place thereunto belonging, without 
due entry of the fame, and paymf:nt of the duties 
thereof, or giving fecurity for, or without war- 
rant, ticket, or licence, any officer may not only 
feize the fait fo removed, but alfo apprehend and 
carry fuch offender before a magiftrate; when, if 
he (hall not forthwith pay down the penalty, and 
no fufficient diftrefs can be found whereupon to 
Jevy the fame, he fhall be committed to the houfe 
jof correal ion, there to be whipped, and kept to 
hard labour, not exceeding one month. 

By 5 Geo. III. c. 43. makers, of hard foap are 
to provide proper covers (to be approved of in 
writing by the hand of the furvcyor) to their cop- 
|>ers, pans, and other utenfils, which the oiHcer is 
to lock and feal down, when the fire is damped, 
imd the furveyor to provide the locks, keys, and 

other 
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other £aftwiiigs, pipcs^ &c. at the eat peace, of 
fuch mak^r; and if any ditto fhall not providt 
fuch covers^ or refiife to pay fw the locks, or 
open any copper foefbic the fame is^duly unlocked^ 
be flaall forfeit 20L 

And by the fame aft 9 any maker that fli^ 
open ^or caule to be opened, ^ny copper, pan^ 
utejiii}, &c. &ac« afcrr the ^uneiha^bcfecuidf 
locked and fealed down by the officer^ or Adtt 
wilfully break or damage any fuch lock* feal, && 
forfeits lool. . 

% 10 Ann.x. X9»}aU perfona .before. they fltail 
make any (larch, are to give notice in writing tQ 
the ollicer, of their itames, place&of^abode,andof 
their worknhoufes, : Itore-houfes^ Sec for keepiiu| 
materials, and of all utenfils for making, on paiii 
^f 50L 

By^iO Geo. (. c. lo. no coffee, tea, cocoa-nuts^ 
chocolate, exceeding the quantity of fix pounds 
weight, fhall be removed, on .carried from sa^ 
fan of this kingdom, by land or by water, with* 
put a permit or certificate, on -pain of forfeitiaji 
the fame. 

By laGeo.'IIL c. 46. all dealers in ^mdifeUesf 
of tea who fhall receive into their ^uflody^aof 
bohea, Congo, fouchong, orothefPekoefiea, fhall 
^on the moft confpicifous part) mark. each axid 
tvory eannifter,bag^ jar, tub, box,*'Cafk, or other 
|)ackage in which they ihall keep any ditto, with 
•che word black ^ and alfb fhall imark every . cannif 

ter 


tar^ &€• in wK'xhthejr ihall keep any other kind 
of tea than, &c. with the word green. , 

The ofEcer who is to furvey and take the flock 
of tea at the warehoufe, &c. made ufe of for 
keeping tea by dealers, &c. ihall keep a iepa* 
rate and diftind: account of the black tea^ and 
pf the green tea ; and if foch officer ihall find 
any increaie, either of green or black .tea, in 
the cuftody of any fucb dealer, over and above, 
Ik. fuch increafe ihall be taken (unlefs account* 
ed for) to be made hf tea for which no dudes 
were paid, and inay be feized and carried away by 
fuch officer. . 

By the fame aft all dealers, &c. who ihall fell 
or confume the fame in fmall quantities, under 
the weight of iix pounds, ihall keq> feparate and 
diitindt accounts of all the black tea and of all 
the green tea which they ihall iell or confome 
in fmall quantities, in each day, under that 
weight, on pain of forfeiting lOoK 

it is neccifary to obferve, that thefe claufes are 
dl extrafted from Mr. Addington^s Abridgement 
of the Penal Statutes, and make but a very fmall 
part of the body of the excife«*laws. The whole 
volume contains three thoufand nine hundred and 
twenty crimes and offences, of which a very coor 
iiderable portion, if not the greateit, is conitituted 
by the a£ts which relate to^hc revenue. The 
faxes which have been impofed in order to fuhdue 
the Anicricans, and raife a revenue fvoai theo^ 

whicl\ 
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¥rhkh tiras the great objeft of our late moft unc- 
qoalkd Financier, are fufEcicntly known ; I will 
therefore only mention the aft for laying a tax 
upon fefv^dfnts, which, though perhaps intend- 
ed only to afFcfl: the rich, has turned out a plenti* 
f©l foorce of oppreflion to the poor. The claufe 
is. the following : " Every mafter or miftrefs whd 
" ihall retain or employ any male-fervaat in the ca-* 
** pacity of maitre d*hotel, houfe-fteward, &c. &c. 
^ &<$• a»d the relpeftive helpers in the ftables, of 
*^ fuch coachman, groom, or poftillion,- or in f&i 
^ €afa$i$y of a gardener (not being a day-lahourer) 
♦' pdrk-kceper, game-keeper, &c. Sec. refpeftively 
•*. chai^able by th^ faid aft/* &c. 

ItfhouM appear evident to common fenfe, that 
the exception of not being a day-labourer, admits 
that a pcrfoA employed in the capacity of a gar- 
dener may be a day-labourer. Every one who is 
acquainted with the nature of the couric*y knows, 
that it is not the ^ircumftance of working in a 
gartlch or a field that conftitutes a day-labourer, 
but. that, of being hired and retained by the day, 
for any kind of work that may be agreeable to his 
raafter, A man may plough, reap, mow, hedge^ 
Work in a garden, and if he is retained by theday^ 
he certainly is a day-labourer ; or he may do all 
thcfe, and if he is hired by the year, he is not ^ 
day-labourer. Neverthelcfs, upon feveral appeals 
from the Commiffioners of the Excife^ the opinion 
<sif the Judges h:Cs uniformly been, that if a man 
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works a day in the garden^ of fifty difit^rent |)^r* 
fons, each of thofe perfons is rcfpcftively fubjedi: 
to pay the tax of twenty fhillings per annum, al- 
though his garden may not confift of twenty yards 
in extent, or contain twenty cabbages. From this 
caufe, an univcrfal terror has pervaded the coun- 
try, and fcarcely a farmer dares, to prune a vine, 
or clip a goofeberry-tree in this land of freedcmi, 
from the fear of being meumorphofed into a gen- 
tleman, and forced to pay an annual tax for his 
gardener. ' f . . 

This appears to me a fufScient fpccimen of the 
equity and mildnefs of ourexcife-laws, that feem 
invented to plague, torment, and opprefs the 
mod ufeful and induftrious part of mankind. 

In our prefent fipuation, when we are debating 
whether we Ihall iuhtn'itto^n ilnglorhus peace^ as I 
hear it called in every coffce-houfe, or nobly cn^ 
gage in a frefh war, to annihilate the navies of 
France and Spain, I think it cannot be deemed 
foreign to my fubjeft, if I turn the attention of 
my readers to the burthens we already fuflfer. I 
have remarked, that many of thofe mod ufeful and 
neceffary orders of men, ftock-jobbcrs,' contrac- 
tors, and, indeed, gentlemen of almoft every deno- 

f 

mination, who now from the purcft motives arc 
ready to advance money for the public exigencies, 
contented with their own honeft profits, and un- 
incumbered by the difficulties which every new 

tax 
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tax produces among the lower orders, are apt to 
confidcr this fubjc6t with rather too much indif- 
ference. A citizen, who without either trouble 
or ingenuity clears from twenty to an hundred 
thoufand pounds by every loan, and fees at home 
the modeft plenty of thirty or forty difhes to his 
diqncr, is apt to forget that ever)^ ragout he eats, 
may have deprived an hundred of his fellow- 
creatures of their daily bread. But as to myfelf, 
(and I own there thay be much felfifhnefs in the 
cafe) as I have never had either merit or confe- 
quence enough to be offered place, penfion, con- 
tradt, or even a competent (hare in the new 
loan, I have no feelings but what are common 
to the great body of the people ; and, therefore, 
I cannot help wiftiing to preferve fome fmall (hare 
of the* patrimony and liberty which I have inhe- 
rited by the laws of my country. I (hall conclude 
with making the following rcflecflions, which I 
fubmit to the confideration of the public, and 
which, whether true or falfe, certainly merit 
their whole attention. 

It appears from the extrafts 1 have given, and 
It will appear more clearly to whoever takes 
the trouble of confulting the cxcife-laws theqi'* 
felves in the ftatute-book, that every article of 
necefTity and convenience in this free country i? 
already burchencd with the mod opprefTive im- 
pofitions, which proniife from all paft experience 
to be perpetual/ 
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That almoft all our refources are alreadjr 
mortgaged, invaded, alienated ; and that the 
mere political exiftence of the prefent fyftcm of 
government requires a degree of external com-^ 

merce, and internal confumption, which it is 

very doubtful whether the neceflitics of the 

people will admit. 

That our taxes and impofitions are fo numerous 

and' varied, that it is now a fcience which I am 
told fupports many worthy and refpcftlble cha- 
raftcrs, to hunt after the few folirary manufac- 
tures, and privileged kinds of induftry, which 
have hitherto efcapcd the claws of minifterial 
rapacity. 

That this truth is fo evident, that one of the 
laft efforts of a late great Financier, from whon^ 
this country has received fo many benefits, was a 
tax which flruck at the root of all national indut 
try, a tax upon inland carriage. It is very re- 
markable, that a fimilar tax is enumerated by Dr, - 
Smith, in his Wealth of Nations, as one of the 
caufes of the decline of the Spanifli monarchy. 

That under the pretence of raifing a revenue, 
every part of human life, and every employment 
of man (for I can fcarcely call the contemptible 
pleafures and purfuits of the rich by that name)* 
has been gradually monopolized by the govern- 
ment, and partly interdiflcd, partly fubjccflcd tQ 
the moft odious and degrading reftriiStions. 
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That thcfe rcftri6lioas being in their own nature 
moft odious and intolerable to tvcty ingenuous 
mind, confiding in expofing the houfc of almoft 
every nnan that prafbifes any ufefal trade or pro* 
feifion to t he continual vifits and infoience of 
cxcifc-men, who arc to have unlimited entrance 
all the day at their own demand, and all the 
night, with only the intervention of a conftable, 
mud have a moft powerful influence in difcoura- 
ging every fpecics of ufeful induftry : and I adtu- 
ally am acquainted with a gentleman who has 
juft engaged in a confiderabie manufadory, which 
will fave Ibme hundred thoufands a-year to this 
country, if it fucceeds, who has refufed the offer 
of having the duties taken off from the princips^I 
article of his confumption, rather than CKpofc 
himfclf to the influence of the excifc-laws. 

Nor can I help remarking, that the fame go- 
vernment which has with fo little fcruple invaded 
the deareft privileges of its fubjefts in indifferent 
matters, has thought fit to indulge them in the 
moft unbounded licence, as to two of the moft 
fatal vices which can infeft the morals of the 
lower orders, gaming and drunkennefs ; by the 
yearly lotteries which drain the poor of the ca-?: 
pital of their fcanty earnings •, and by ale-houfes, 
which it has long been the eftablifhcd policy to 
encourage in every part of the kingdom, 

1 fnuft alfo add, ftiould it even expofc me to 
the iniputation of a libel, that the Houfc of Com- 
mons^ 
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mens, which, while it was under the immediate 
influence and contrbul of the people, was fo re- 
xiiarkable for the parfimony of its grants, has, 
ever fince the Revolution and the Septennial Aft, 
a.cquircd an indifference to the interefts of the 
people, which would be abfolutely incredible, 
did we not daily feel it in the increafe of our 

burthens. 

That the cafe with which more than two hun- 
dred millions of the public money has been 
granted by our pretended reprefentatives, with- 
out obtaining the redrefs of a fingle grievance, or 
a fingle ftipulation in favour of the people, whofe 
induftry is taxed to pay the intercft, may give u« 
great lights into the nature of virtual reprcfenta- 
tion ; and enable us to gucfs the ceconomy with 
which the property of the Americans would have 
been managed, could they have been brought to 
fubmit to virtual reprefentation too. 

That too many of the country-gentlemen, either 
with a (hameful ignorance of all political know- 
ledge, or with a ftill more criminal indifference, 
have been contented with the apparent immunity 
of their own property, fince the beginning of the 
prefent century, and delivered up, one after ano- 
ther, every clafs of. their fellow-citizens toadef- 
potiim equal or fuperior to what is exercifed ia 
the moft flavilh governments. f 

^yt tl>at in this cgnduft, they have only .cxhi*> 

biw4 
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biced the contra Aed policy of a man who refdfes 
his afliftance to extinguifh a fire, becauie it is a 
few houfes removed from his own, without ob-. 
fcrving that the flame approaches nearer and nearer 
every inftant to himfelf ; for that, every othec 
fubjeft of taxation being cxhaufted, the neccflitics 
of a new war, or the mere deficiencies of a peace, 
may compel that meafurc which they can never 
think of without horror. And who will pity 
them, if they in turn experience the hardlhips 
they have been inflifting, who have fo repeatedly 
facrificed the public caufe, and are, at this inftant, 
difcouraging the honeft exertions of the people to 
procure a more equal reprefentation, from the 
fear of iofing their family-boroughs, and feeing 
an equal land-tax ? * 

.. That the general fpirir, induftry, and ingenuity 
of the Englilh people, animated by that portion 
of liberty which they have hitherto preferved, had 
produced the power and opulence which the na- 
tion enjoyed at the commencement of theprefent 
war, not the wifdom of our governmenr, or the 
public fpirit of our reprefentatives ; fince it feems 
;a have been their bufinefs to difcourage, bur- 
then, and reprefs that fpirit and induftry by all 
the means within their powen 

But, that there is a term beyond which taxa- 
tion cannot .be extended, without, deftroying it- 
ftilf, and the people upon whom! it is excrcilcd ; 

and 
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ifid that It Is the optnion of many of our abldt 
fpeculators, that it has nearly, if not altogether, 
fcached that p(Mnt in this nation. 

Th^t it will be neceffary not to render the con- 
dition of the. laborious ciaffes of mankind tod 
miferable in this kingdom, left they fiiould mi* 
grate to the neighbouring countries, many of 
vhich appear to be adopting founder principles 
of policy, in rcfpedt to civil and religious liberty, 
and particularly to America. And thiXt all laws 
to prevent fnigration^ are as nugatory as thofe 
which tend to prevent the exportation of bullion; 
fince induftry will always attrad gold> and liberty 
men. 

That perhaps the moft falutary event for this 
nation, would be the finking the whole national 
debt at once, by dated equitable proportions, aa 
the Americans have done their paper-money 5 or 
ihould that appear too violent a meafure, to lay 
a general tax upon every fpecies of property both 
real and perfonal for iis gradual redui5tion, giving 
the people the moft inviolable fccurities, either 
by eredting a tribunal of their own chufing, and 
under their imniediate and abfplute controul, or 
by ibme other method that fhall be adopted by 
them coUeftively, not by the reprefentatives of 
Cornifti boroughs and deferted farm-houfes, for 
the faithful application of fuch a tax. 

That if the ptople are to have no rcdrcf§ iit^ 

reffcdt 
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rcfpccl to the mutilated ftatc of their rcprefcnta- 
tion, it might be of' confiderable fervice to infti- 
tutc public examinations for members of parlia- 
ment before they take their feats, and to require 
certificates of their having wifely and honcftly 
managed their own property, before they take 
upon them to difpofe of that of others. And 
that a knowledge of the firft principles of com- 
merce and agriculture, with the laws and refources 
of his country, is almofl: as neceflary a qualifica- 
tion in a public chara(5ler, as an acquaintance with 
gaming, painting, fiddling, and the ff avoir vivre. 
And laftly, that if the people of England ex- 
peft redrcfs of their wrongs, or alleviation of 
their fufFerings, they muft take the trouble of at- 
tending to their own affairs ; and not expect that 
cither minifters or reprefentativcs will be wiler 
and honefler than themfelves. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E following Letter was 
written in the year 1776, at 
the requeft of an American gentle- 
man, who defired to know my fenti- 
ments upon the Slavery of theNegroes, 
and profeffed an intention of reftoring 
all his own to liberty, could he be 
convinced that duty required the fa- 
crilice. ' I therefore fent him the 
following eflay, the imperfe<aions 
of which may perhaps be fomething 
extenuated by the precipitation with 
which it was written. It has lain by 
me many years in obfcurity ; nor did 
I choofe to produce it during the pro- 

grefs 
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grefs of the American conteft. Sioce 
the happy termination of that di- 
faftrous war, I have fhewn it to fome 
of my particular friends, who have 
honoured me fo far as to ddire 
copies, and to fuggeft that -it's pub- 
lication might not be tmattendeid 
with utility. After refle<EHng • upcm 
the fubjedl, I have chofen to comply 
with their wimes, and prefent this 
Fragment to the public ; becaufe, 
whatever difcredit it brings upon my 
head, it may contribute to eftabhfli 
the fincerity of rny heart : and if a 
iingle human being fhould by my 
means be reftored to happinefs, it is an 
ample recompence for all the dangers 
I may incur as an author. Should 

this 
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this effay ever reach America, it may 
perhaps difpleafe thofe who have not 
learned to difcern friends from flat- 
terers, and to diftinguifh between 
the language of truth and calumny. 
Thofe, on the contrary, who are en- 
l^htened by a more extenfive know- 
ledge of human nature, may perhaps 
refped an Englifhmari, who, after 
daring to aflert their, caufe through 
all the varied events of the late revo- 
lution, dares now with equal intre- 
pidity aflert the caufe of truth and 
juftice, and of that part of the human 
Ipecies whofe wrongs are yet unre- 
drefled, and almoft unpitied. Should 
it be afked why I rather pubHfh a 
Fragment than a complete ellay, I 

B ' can 
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can only anfwer, that I refpeft truth 
fo much, that I am not inclined to 
violate it even as an author; and that 
this Letter having been really written 
in the year 1776, and being ftill in 
the pofleflion of the gentleman tp' 
whom it was fent, I do not choofe to 
piece it with additions in the year 
1784. 
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FRAGMENT, &c. 


SIR, 

T Was extremely furprifed at receiving a 
^ letter, in an unknown hand, which de- 
fired me to give my feiitiments relative to 
the Slavery of the Negroes ; till reading to the 
end, I recollected the name of a gentleman^ 
whom I had the pleafure of feeing with Mr^ 
Laurens^. Much as I am flattered by finding 

* Colonel John Laurens 9 fon of Henry Laurens, Efq, foraserly Pre<« 
fiJent of the Congrefs. This young gentleman was fent. over to England 
for hik education^ where he endeared himfeif to all who knew him» 
by his abilities and afieAionate temper. In the beginning of the year 
1777 he joined the American army, and from thac time was foremofl: 
in every danger. He was prefent and diftlngulfhed himfeif in ^stty 
a^on of the army under General Wafhington, and was among the 
foremoft that entered the Britiih lines at York Town. He fell Auguft 
917, 1782) one of the laft vi^ms to this difaftrous war, in an obfcure 
Ikirmiih with a foraging party. For feveral days preceding the ^dion, he 
had been confined to his b^d by a raging fever, bat left it at the call of 
duty, and met his death. 

Thofe who were intimately acquainted with this young man, will 
rank his martial qualities, by which he is chiefly known, as loweft ia 
the catalogue of his virtues. They will lament the untimely lof& of a 
clear difceming mind that united the folid powers of the underflanding 
with ioflexible integrity. In him, his country has loft one of its noblefl 
and moft ufeful citizens ; his father the kindeft and moft affectionate 
friend} and all the wretched a generous and difinterefted patron. 
O my unfortunate country! mUft I add, that when I confider all thc^ 
leaders of thy fadtions, all thy hereditary magift?ates, all that are def* 
tued to engrofs thy digoities or ihare thy fpoiis, J feck in vain a Colo* 
9tti Joha Laiircni \ 
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my opinion of any confeqnence with a gen- 
tleman of whom I have heard fo advan- 
tageous a charader, I ani ftill more fur- 
prifed^ that he can afk it upon fuch a ques- 
tion i a queftion which lam fure his own 
humanity and good fenfe will be fufficient 
to decide* if he attends, for a QK>ment^ to 
their dilates. I refped you^ Sir, too much 
tb doubt the fincerity of the declaration you 
make^ when you profefs to be guided by 
reafon and morality upon this qucftioa $ for 
this is the only arbitration which any man' 
can have to confult upon a fubje£t like this : 
where they are filent^ the voice of the whole 
world ought to be difregarded ; and where 
they approve^ the diflent of all mankind 
can have no influence upon a mind like 
yours,— *But as you exprefsly deiire to know 
my fentiments, I muft wave both preface asid 
ceremony* and addrefs you with the modeft 
freedom that becomes one msui when be it 

fpeak- 
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leaking to another upon the moil important 
queftion in the univerfe. As a member of 
that fociety which has now made a fotemn 
appeal tO'Heaven^ and taken up arms againft 
the nation to which it owes its eftablifhment^ 
you muft admit that there are fuch things as 
right and juftice^ to which the whole hu* 
man fpecies have an indefeafible claim* 
Indeed/ unlefs there be foch ar thing as juf* 
tke, it is in vain we enquire about its pre^* 
eepts^ or refer to its arbitration* He that 
admits no right but force^ no jufti^ but 
ftiperior violence, arms every man againA 
himfel^ and jufttfies all exceflcs. If it be 
kwftil to ihjure becauie we caa ; if we may 
feiie the property of another, infult his per- 
fon, or force him to labour for our luxufy 
or caprice, merely becaufe he is weaker ; 
this principle will be equally fatal to our- 
felves, when jfortune fhall ftrip us of that 

power 
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power which is our only prerogative and 
ihift the plea of fuperiority. You are to re- 
member that, upon this fuppofition^ your 
ilaves, the inftant they (hall become the 
ftrongefty will have a right to the fervices 
of yourfelf and every other gentleman of 
the fouthern colonies s will have a right to 
force you to labour naked in the fun to the 
muiic of whips and chains ^ to rob you of 
every thing which is now dear to your indo- 
lence, or neceflaiy to your pleafures; to goad 
you to every fpecies of fervUe drud^ry, and 
punifh you for their amuiement and caprice; 
will have a right to exhauil your youth in 
fervitude, and to abandon your age to 
wretchednefs and difeaies : in one word^ 
Sir, they will have a right to ufe you, as you 
do tbem. Let us, therefcm^ leave principles 
which can be maintained by no one but a 
profefled enemy to mankind j who would 

at 
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at one ftroke extirpate every thing which 
alleviates the evils of life, and arm every man 
in an eternal war agamft his fellow-creatures, 
to enquire what are the real dictates of that 
juftice, whofe exiftence, I am perfuaded, we 
both allow. You, therefore, admit there 
are certain claims, which, for want of a better 
name, we call rights, to which the human 
^cies has an indifputable title. To exprefi 
in3rfelf in other words, « There is a method 
of purfuing our own happinefi in fuch a 
manner, that we may promote the general 
good at the fjamt time ; or, at leaft, not in- 
terfere with it." This, our rcafon afliires 
tis, is the privilege of every created being ; 
and while he confines himfclf within thcfe 
bounds, we feel the moft cordial approbation 
of his conduft. We love, and cfteem, and 
fympathizc with him, from the very confti- 
tution of our nature. On the contrary, when- 

ever 
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tver any one difturbs or injoces a being adiog 
in tills nianner» or prevents him from attaanr 
ing the good to which he is impeUed^ we 
fed our hatred and indignation bmA IbrcU 
bly excited againft the aggre^r. We con- 
iider fuch a charader as armed, againft tlie 
welfare of the world, and as one who is enn 
deavouring to make tHe common gpod (ah^ 
Servient to bis own felfifhnefe. I appeal 
to the generofity of your own nature^ for the 
exiftence of thefe principles. Have they 

» 

not, a thoufand times, animated you to a& 
of virtue and humanity, as well as infpiffid 
you with an involuntary reverence for all 

who a<Sted from their impulfe ? Have they 
not often pleaded the caufe of the wretch 
that lay trembling and defencelefs at your 
fefet, and, in fpite of the prejudices of your 
country and education, whifpered to your 
mind that one human being ought not to 

' hold 
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jbold his exigence by the tenure of another's 
will f Do not thefe principles now infpirc 
youj and frequently^ impel you beyond the 
bounds of prudence and fafety, while what 
you call your country's caufe aninaates you to 
exertion ? But. this caufe is only the united 
caufe and intereft of every particular man ; 
thofe rights which the great Creator taught 
him to difcover when he gave him reafon^ 
which he urges him to defend by paffion, and 
which a mind like yours prizes beyond all 
the gratifications of fenfe^ and dares to grafp 
at even while it is perifliing. This appears 
to me to be a plain and concife dedudtion of 

morality, which means nothing more than 
that metliod or rule of conduft by which 

the wl>ole human fpecies may attain the 
greateft poffible degree of happinefs. And 
1 rather choofe to exprefs myfelf {o, becaufe 
I thus comprehend all feds and opinions; 

G Thd 
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The religious man allows that the happioe& 
of the fpecies is the great end of the 
Deity^ which he promotes by the rewards 

and punifhments of a future ftate : the di- 
fciple o f Shaftefbury underftands this, when 
he talks of the beauty of virtue and the love 
of order ^ and even the gloomy pupil of 
Hobbcs, who refolves every thing into felf- 
interefl, muft allow the exiftence of moral 
diilin€tions, fo far as they influence the wel* 
fare of the fpecies. This univerfal morality 
appears to me to be the only rational and 
legal foundation of all human government; 
which ought to be nothing more than the 
application of this general rule to particular 
focieties, and the enforcing it by civil efta- 
blilhments. If, therefore, it be granted, that 
the rights of a nation are nothing more than 
the rights of every man in it, and that all juft 
and legal authority fuppofes a delegated power 

entrufted 
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cntrufted folely for the purpofe of promotmgf 
the general good; it will appear evident that 
every Individual in the univerfe poflefles cer- 
tain rights^ which no man can diveft him of 
without injuftice, unlefs he be guilty of fome 
crime againft fociety which expofes him to 
its vengeance. Hence it follows, that when- 
ever any nation attacks the rights and happi- 
nefs of another nation, it deferves to find 

t 

I 

its ovt^n deftruftion in the attempt; and 
whenever any individual prefumes to exercife 
this fpecies of authority over his fellow-crea- 
tures, he muft be a tyrant and an oppreflbr 
whom it is permitted to deftroy by every 
poffible method. Whoever would deny 

r 

(his, muft either deny the cxiftence of right 
and juftice entirely, and then it is in vain to 

argue ; or nouft (hew fome natural diftmc- 
tion by which one part of the fpecies is en- 
titled to privileges from whicn the other is 

C 2 excluded- 
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excluded. The firft fuppofition I have 
already confidered, 'and the fecond is alto- 
gether abfurd ; for all alterations and diftinc-i 

tions among mankind folely arife from civil 
government, which has no other juft foun- 
dation than natural right 5 and natural right, 
for that reafon, muft be a principle of higher 
authority than civil government. Whenever^ 
therefore, civil government tends to deftroy 
and confound the rights of nature, it ceafcs 
to have any claim to our obedience 5 it be- 
comes tyranny, corruption, and dcfpotifm, 
a peft inftead of a blefling, and fubverfive 
of every purpofe for which it vvas inftituted, 
or ought to be continued. 

I am extremely fearful of exprefling 
myfelf obfcurely upon fo abftradt a fubjecS, 
and muft, therefore, though with the ha- 
zard of prolixity, ' attempt' to place it in a 
different light. — If you imagine any number 
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of the human fpecies aflembled in fome par- 
ticular part of the globe, without any form 
of government eftablifhed among them ; it 
is evident, that thefe individuals may either 
live together in fuch a manner as to produce 
mutual comfort and affiftance, or may be 
the caufe of continual mifery to eaqh other. 

No proportion in ' the mathematics can be 
inVeiligated with more precifion than the. 
methods of condud which have thefe con-* 
trary tendencies. Every difpofition which 
inclines one man to aflift another, or to 
avoid giving him ofience and doing him 
injury, muft neceffarily contribute to the 
common welfare ; which would be perfedt, 
were thefe difpofitions cultivated in the 
greateft poffible degree. On the contrary, 
every difpofition, which, either by fraud or 
violence, tends to interrupt the perfonal fe- 
curity of individuals, or to deprive them of 

thofe 


( 22 ) 

thofe things which they have acquired by 
their indiiftry^ is detrimental to the fum of 
happinef^y and would^ if carried to the 
greatcft poflible degree, entirely deftroy that 
part of the fpecies. — In this view of things, 
morality arifes from necelSity, and com-^ 
prehends ** certain rules of conduit founded 
upon the relations which beings endowed 
with particular faculties bear to each other 5 
which rules, when properly obferved, pro* 
duce happinefsi to fociety*; but when violated 
oi: negledled, as neceflarily occafion mifery 
as fire or pointed fubftanges excite pain, 
when they adt too forcibly upoQ the 


nerves. 


>> 


I hardly think that the grpateft fceptic 
will deny thefe diftindtions, founded upoii 
f?i(5ls as certain as the impreflion of any ma^ 
terjal fubftance upon our fenfcs. If we^ 

nowj^ 
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how, proceed a little farther, we fhall find 
that the difpofitions which produce thefe 
different kinds of condu<ft are by the mo- 
ralifts cxpreffcd by different names, and en* 
forced by different motives, according to 

their feveral fyflems s while natural religion 
adds its fandiions, and inclines us to believe 
that the Deity bimfelf,who has difplayed fo 
great an attention to the happinefs and pre^ 
fervation of his creatures here, may extend 
his benevolence to another ftage of exiftence^ 
and compenfate the evils fometimes unme- 
ritcdly fuffered below. But if we admit 
the evidence of revealed religion, the fchemc 
of human things is perfed as it is auguft ; 
the clouds which overflaadowed our horizon 
are diflipated, and the gradual progrefs of 
triumphant virtue, through dangers and dif- 
ficulties, to eternal happinefs, is difplayed 

and afcertained. 

Having 
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Having laid down theie principles^ it k 
eafy to apply them to the particular cafe iii 
queftion. Slavery is the abfolute dependence 
t^ one man upon another; and is> therefore^ 
as inconiiftent iinih all ideas of juilice as 
defpotifm is with the rights of nature. It is 
a crime fo monftrous ag^nft the human fpe- 
cies that all thofe who pradife it deferve to 
be extirpated from the earth. It is no little^ 
indired attack upon the fafety and happinefs 
of our fellow-creatures, but one that boldly 
fhrikes at the foundations of all hunianity 
and juftice. Robbers invade the propertyi 
and murderers the life of human beings ; 
but he that holds another man in bondage^ 
fubjcds the whole fum of his exigence to 
opprefliqn, bereaves him of every hope^ 
and is, therefore, more deteftable than rob- 
ber and aflafiin combined. But if no one 
who has common feeling will commit the 

outrage^ 


Otttf4gci> tio bne who has common {thfc will 
attettipt td juftJfy il by argument j fince it 
would involve biiA in the groifeft and moil in- 
extricable contradidions. He muft allow that 
every man has by flatuf* a right to life, yet 
^hat every other man has a right to rob him 
fiif it } that eytry man has an equal right to 
fabfiftence, yet that every other may deprive 
him of all the means $ and that while every 
individual Is juftlfiid by nature and the 
Deity in purfuing his own happinefs by all 
innocent methods, every other individual 
is equally juftified in making him miferablc* 
In fliort, it is reducing every thing to the 
ftate before defcribed, a ftatc of conteft and 
defolation, from which right and juftice are 
equally excluded. 

Of you, Sir, who fey that you have fc* 
vcral ilavcs, I beg leave to afk what are the 

D rightg 
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rights you claim over them ? Have you i 
right to torture them when they are guilty 
of no faults t Have you a right to kill 
them for your diverfion ? Is your power 
circumfcribed by no bounds, and are there 
particular beings who bring into the world 
all the rights which you yourfelf can pre- 
tend to^ but have fo entirely loft them by 
being tranfpofted inta another country, as 
to be beyond the protection both of nature 
and of nature's God ? 

Surely, Sir, unlefs I am deceived in you, 
you are a man both of honour and humanity. 
You ftart at the idea of wanton and unpro- 
voked barbarity. You would not murther 
a Have to (hew your dexterity, nor maim 
him to prove your ftrength ; you would 
not dafh an infant upon the ground to feed 
your dogs, even though he was black ; nor 

would 
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would you rip up the belly of his motfaerwhilo 
fhe was fuckling him^ to improve your ildll 
in anatomy. You neither would, nor dare 
y^u commit adlions like thefe ;. you feel 
that you have no right to do them ; or^ if 
you have, that every other man has an equal 
and fuperior right to deilroy you like a bead 
of prey. What then are your rights ? I 
anticipate your anfwer : You will feed and 
cloath your Negroes ; you will treat them 
with humanity and tendernefs, and then 
you have a right to moderate advantage 
from their labours. All this, Sir, ia well i« 
^nd could I coQCeive you ever had a(^ed ia 
another manner,! (hould never have troubled 
you with this tedious letter. While your 

Negroes choofe to ftay with you upon thefe 
terms, this is a, fair and equitable corapaft. 
But what if they (hould choofe to leave you, 
will you let them gq ? If you do, you arp 

D 2 a man 
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a man of honour, fenfe, and humanity} 
but I fear no Weft In<jtan. 

Are there no whips, no gibbets, no pu** 
nifhments more dreadful than ^ttiki it&lf 
for contumacious {la?e$ ? And what ia thist 
hut claiming the dctcftable power I haf c 
mentioned above, that of making other brings 
miferable, for your intereft or amufeamt \ 
Who, Sir, gave you a title to their labemrs^ 
or a right to confine then) to loathfome 
drudgery ?~ And, if you have no right to 
this, what are the puniQiments you pretend 
to inflift but fo many additional outrages ? 
Has a robber a claim upon your life becaufe 
you withhold your property; or a ravifher a 
right to a woman's blood becaufe (he defends 
her chaftity ? Either then prove your right 
to their labours, or acknowledge that the 
punishments infiidcd upon fugitive fl^ves arc 

a flagitious 
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iflagkious infiilt upon jufticc> humanityi 
and common knk. 

» ^ 

* 

. Permit me, here, to examine for a mo* 
in^nt; tl>e Iiature of the title by which you 
claim an irredeemable property in the la* 
l>QUr$ of your fellow-creatures,— A wretch, 
devoid of compaiHon and underftandingp 
who calls himfelf a King of fome part of 
Africa which fufFeVs the calamity of being 
frequented by the Europeans, feizes his io«> 
noceot fubje<£t8, or engages in an unneceiTary 
yrar to furaifb himfelf with prifoners s theie 
are loaded with chains, torn from all their 
comforts and connections, and driven (like 
beads to the Haughrer-houfe) down to the 
fea-ihore, where the mild fubjeds of a Chrif- 
tian government and a religious king are 
waiting to agree for the purchafe, and to 
tranfport them to America. They are then 

thruft 
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thruA by hundreds into the infedious h(:i^ 
of a fhip, in which the greater part frequently 
pcrifhes by difcafe, while the reft arc referr- 
ed to experience the candour and humanity 
of American patriots.— If you have neve« 
yet confidercid it, paufe here for a moment^ 
. and endeavour to imprefs upon your mind 
^e feelings of a being full as fenfibie^ and 
perhaps more innocent, than you or h which 
is thus torn in an inftant from every thing 
that makes life agreeable ; from coantryi 
fifiendS) and parents ; from the intercouric 
of mutual affection with miftt^fsi lover^ or 
child I which, pofTeft of feelings more ex>^ 
quifite than European hearts can conceive, 
is feparated for ever from all it loves ; that, 
reduced to a depth of mifery, which, even 
itt the mldft of freedom and affluence, would 
be fufficient to overwhelm the moft- hardened 

ft 

difpofitiQn, inflea<l of friends and com^ 

forters^ 
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£>rterva4id obfequious attendante^ fee* itfelf 
fwroundcd with unrelenting perfecutore an4 
xmpitying enen>ies ; wretches who, by long 
intercourfc with mifcry, are grown callous 
to its agonies; who anfwer tears wjth tai»ntg, 
and complaints with torture I I fhudder at 
the horrors which I defcribe, and blufb tp 
be a human creature ! Yet thefe are not the 
colours of defcription^ but a recital of fa^s 
lefs ftrong than the reality. Can any ma;i 
reflc(3: upon thefe thjings, without unutterable 
l-emorfe? Cm he know that, perhaps, 
while he is wallowing in hijcury and fenfuar 
Jity, there are beings ^whofe exiftcj?ce he 
has embittered, mothers (hrieking for their 
i:hildrenj ^nd children perifliing for want of 
their mothers care ; wretches who are fran«r 
tic with rage, ^nd (hame, and defperation, Qr 
pining in all the agonie§ of flow aftd paf^- 
ful d?ath^ lyhp might have bcpn at peace Jf 
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ihe had never exifted ? <7an any man know 
this, and hope for mercy, either from hk 
feltow-creaturcs, or his God ?-^Aftcr the 
arrival of the furviving wretches in Ame- 
rica, you well know in what manner they 
are transferred to their Confcientious maf- 
ters ;— how they are brought to the market, 
naked, weeping, and in chains ; — how one 
man dares to examine his fellow-creatures 
as he would do beafts, and bargain for their 
perfons s — how all the moft facred duties, af- 
fedllons, and feelings of the human heart, 
are violated and infulted ; and thus you dare 
to call yourfelves the mafters of wretches 
whom you have acquired by fraud, and re- 
tain by violence !~ While I am tracing this 
pifture, which you and every man, who has 
been in the iflands or the fouthern colonies 
of America, knows to be true, my aftonifh- 
ment exceeds even my horror, to find it 

poifible 
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poilible that any one fhould ferioufly doubk 
whether an equitable title to hold human 
beings in bondage can be thus acquired. 

With what face, Sir, can he who has never 
refpeded the rights of nature in another, 
pretend to claim them in his own favour ? 
How dare the inhabitants of the fouthern 
colonies fpeak of privileges and juftice ? 1$ 
money of fo much more importance than, 
life? Or have the Americans fliared the. 
difpenfing power of St. Eeter'4 fucceffors, to, 
excufe their own Qbfervance of thofe rules 
which they injpofe on others ? If there. 
be an objed truly ridiculous in nature, it is, 
an American patrfot, figning refolutions^ of, 
independency with the one hand, and with 
ihe other brandiftiing. a. whjp over his ^f* 
frighted fla\;es. 

E If 
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If men would be confident, they, muft 
^dmit all the consequences of tfaeif own 
principles 5 and you and your countrymm 
$re reduced to the dilemma of either ac« 
knowledging the rights of your Negroes, or 
of furrendering your own.— If there be cer* 
tain natural and univerfal rights, as thedc'- 
clarations of your Congrefs fo repeatedly af^ 
firm, I wonder how the unfortunate Africans 
have incurred their forfeiture. — Is it the an- 
tiquity, or the virtues, or the great qualities 
of the Englifli Americans, which conft^ 
tutes the difference, and entitles them to 
rights from which they totally exclude more 
than a fourth part of the fpecies ? — Or do yow 
fhoofe to make ufe of that argument, which 
the great Montefquieu has thrown out as 
the fevereft ridicule, that they are Wack, and 
you white j that you have lank, long hair, 
\vhile theirs is fhort and woolly } 

The 
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I'he mofe attentively yoil confider this 
ftibje(£t, the more clearly you will perceive^ 
that every plea, which can be advanced 
upon it, is the plea of ifitcreft and tyranny 
combating huftianity and truth* You can- 
not ihide from yourfelf, that every title you 

> 

can alledge mufl: be a title founded upon 
itaud or violence, and fupported by open and 
avowed injuftice. Can arty thing be clearer^ 
than that a man, who is born 'free, can never 
forfeit his inheritance by fufFering oppref- 
iion ; and that it is a contradiSiort to urge 
a purchafe of what no one has a right to fell? 
Not does it make any difference, whether 
the unfortunate viiftim pais from one to ano* 
theri or from one to a thoufand tnafters, any 
more than whether a nation be enflaved by 
a firft, or by an hundredth tyrant. There 
can be no prcfcription pleaded againfi truth 
and juftice ; and the continuance of the evil 
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ii (o hi from juftifying^ that it is an exag^^ 
geration of the crime. What would ydb 
fay to a man» . in private life, who (hould 
pretend to be ho thief^ becaufe he only 
bought ftolen goods ; or that he was ho vil- 
lain» becaufe he did not forge a deed him- 
felf, but only paid another to do it, and en- 
joyed the eftate by that honourable fecurity ? 
Yet this is literally the title whitih the Ame- 
ricans plead to the unfortunate inhabitants 
of Africa. You do not go to Africa to buy 
or fteal your Negroes 5 perhaps, becaufe you 
are too lazy and luxurious : but you encou- 
rage an infamous, pitilefs race of men to do 
it for you, and confcientioufly receive the 
fruits of their crimes. You do not, merci- 
ful mettj reduce your fellow-creatures to fer- 
vitude ! No, men of your independent 
fpirits^ that have taken up arms againft the 
government that had protedted and efla- 

bliflied 
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bliifaed them, rather than pay a tax df three- 
pence ; that have laid the axe to the root of 
all human authority, and^ inftead of drink-^ 
ing the bitter waters of civil abufes and pre- 
fcriptive obedience, have afcended to the li- 
ving fountains of truth, jufticc, and nature^ 
would never make flagitious attempts upon 
the liberties and happlnefs of their brethren ! 
Yes, gentlemen^ men of liberal minds like 
yours^ acknowledge all mankind td be their 
equals. Leave hereditary tyrants and their 
flatterers tb make diflindions unknown to 
nature, and td degrade one part of the fpecies 
to brutes, while they equal the other with 

gods !-*-You know that this. is the greats 
of all corruptions i and as fuch you deteO: it* 
— «-What 1 are not all men naturally equal ? 
And are not all civil diftinftions, when legi- 
timate, the permiffiqn of the people, and 
confequently fubordinate to their power 

and 
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and tontroul ? Did you not carry die rigHtii 
of men into the uncnltivated defart and the 
howling wildernefs ? Not of Frenthmcn^ 
nor of Germany iior of Engliffatiien^ but of 
tocti;— men, the firft and fttpretaie diftinc- 
tion^whoy created for freedom andhappine^^ 
tranfport to every foil the inherent jpreroga- 
tives of their nature. 

** Rome n'eft plus dans Rome> felle eft pat 
tout ou je fuis/' 

Yes, gentkmeny as you are no longer Eng- 
li(h^ I hope you will pleafe to be men^ 
and^ as fuch, admit the whcrfe human fpecies 
to a participation of your unalienable rights* 
You will not, therefore, drag a trembling 
wretch from his cottage aiid his family j 
you will not tear the child from the arms 
of his frantic mother, that they may drag on 
a loathfome exiftence in mifery and chains;, 

you 
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youovtill wtn^Q depi;odations upon you£ 
unofibnding ocighljowrs, and, aficr having 
fpread defplation over a fbrtilc country, re* 
duce the innocent inhabitants to fecvitude. 
To do this, you muft be monfters, worfc, I 
fear, than the majority of the Houfe of Com-^ 
mons and the Englifh Miniflry ^. But you 
are. men tremblingly alive to all the rights 
and feelings of the kind, and I believe fomc 
of you at leaft are Chriftians, Your worft 
aftrons, therefore, the greateft cringes which 
even your enemies can objed:, are only that 
you are the voluntary caufes of all thefe 
mifchiefs ? — You, you encourage the Eng- 
lifli pirate to violate the laws of faith 
and hofpitality, and ftimulate him to new 
exceffes by purchafing the fruits of his ra- 


* Should this doubt appear abfurd, the reader is 
{lefired to remember it was written in the year 1776. 

pine. 
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pine. Your avarice is the torch of treach- 
ery and civil war, which defolates the fhore^ 
of Africa, and (hakes deftrudion on half the 
'majeflic fpecies^ of nian t ^ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

V 

IT is neceflary to give a reafon why the 
following refledions are publiflied under 
the fictitious name of Marius, They were 
originally intended to be printed in the 
public papers^ and the firft five letters were 
written before the author changed his plan. 
But the bulk into which they infenfibly 
fwelled, made them feem more adapted 
to the form under which they now ap- 
pear : at the fame time neither the urgency 
of the prefent crifis, nor the variety of fub- 
jedls to be treated, allowed him to melt 
them down anew, and give them the uni- 
formity of a continued eflay. The ne- 
ceffity of immediately prefenting fuch fen* 
timents as thefe, if they are prefented at all, 
to the public, has alfo induced the author 
to publiQi with a precipitation, which he 
would otherwife difapprove. 
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LETTER I. 

To Dr. J E B B. 
S I H, 

IF, in the moft dangerous crifis, the conful 
Varro was thought to defcrve the thanks 
of the Roman people whofe very exiftence he 
had endangered, merely, ^* quod non defpertf- 
fet de republica," with what honours Ihould 

the Englifh nation exalt your name ? In the 

midft of dangers, fo much the more formidable 
as the internal corruption of any flate is more 
to be feared than every external fliock, your 
uniform condud has been to animate by youi: 

B eumpie. 
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example, and to enlighten by your underftand- 
ing, the wavering aud dejefted minds of your 
countrymen. While this has uniformly been 
your public conduft^ your private example 
fcems deflined to refcue the injured term of 

Patriotifm from the unmerited ridicule which 
had been brought upon it by the treachery of its 

pretended friends. 

While every rafli adventurer, while every ru- 
ined libertine, could find a beneficial trade in 
duping the credulity of the people ; while every 
broken author, gan:ibler, pimp, or parafite, 
when deprived of the hope of fubfifting by his 
honcft induftry, could promife himfelf a decent 
fubfiftencc, if not the enjoyment of his favourite 
vices, by enlifting himfelf under the banners of 
the popular caufc, it was no wonder that caufe 
ihould be fo often abandoncvl and "betraypd as 
we have feenit. But^ if we lament the mifap- 
plicatioji of .the public ccnfidcnce, in a variety 
.of jnltaiK^s,, we rtiuft, ^t leall, allow that 
the evil has not been unproduftive of utility. 
There is aJimit beyond which credulity jtilelf 
will not fubuiit to be deceived ; and that .limit 
the Englifh people h^.ve happily attained: .1 
.have not yet heard that the political qualms of 
Lord North againft fecret influence, and the hor 
;r^Pgui£fi of Mr- fojf in favour of a parliamentary 
, . majority. 
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m^ority, Jiave made a. fingle profelyte out of 
thtijc own virtuous boufe. There, indeed, a 
(aving faith, according to the true orthodox 
form of ** Credo quia itnpoffibile,'' has given a 
wonderful efficacy to the word ; and many a 
ilubborn infidel^ who would not have, believed 
*' even though one had rifen from the dead," 
has already yielded to the bare promife of a 
fliower of manna, or a fecond miracle of the 

■ * • • 

loaves and fifhes. But with the body of the 
people the cafe is widely different. They have 
learned to attend to the ftubborn voice of fa<Ss, 
as well as to the more foothing notes of oratori- 
cal perfuafion* They demand a certain con- 
fiftency of life and manners, the delicate co- 
louring of private honefty and integrity, to fill 
up the flowing outline of public profeflion, 
and to make it worthy of a people's admiration. 
This, .fir, is what envy itfelf will not deny to 
be your undifputed claim. The Englifli peo- 
ple, therefore, receive you as their undoubted 
benefaAor, and, whatever may be the confe- 
qucnce of your exertions, allow you all the 
glory which is due to the purity and difintereft- 
ednefs of your intentions. * 

But it is not enough, in public contefts, to 
have gained the cleareft praiie of integrity, un- 
lefs we can add to it that of difcretion and 
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judgQfient. Cato expiateri^ within the -walls of 
Utica, the ill-timed deference which he had 
fliewh to Scipio; and Cicero paid with his 
blood the price of his fond idolatry of Odarius. 
The Engliih people, that have been always 
doomed to expiate either the treachery or the 
pufillanimity of their leaders, will find it difficult 
to determine which of thefe qualities has pro* 
duced the greateft mifchief. While the one 
has given up all their rights at the very moment 
when they might have been eftablifhed, the 
other has repeatedly checked them in their moft 
iuccefsful career, with ideal difficulties, and 
delays, which are always friendly to ufurpation 
as they are dangerous to liberty. 

Never did this appear more evident th^n in 
the year 1779, which gave birth to the aflecki- 
tions of the people. Wearied out at that time 
with the abfurd conduct of an unjuft war, into 
which they had been betrayed by every fpccics 
of falfehood and mifreprefentation, they turned 
their eyes, with a gratitude little fhort of adora- 
tion, upon that fudden light which unexpeftedly 
rofe upon their darkened horizon. Nor can it 
be doubted, that it was much lefs the people 
who were then wanting to their owncaufe, than 
that they were, as ufual, deferted by their lead- 
ers. A few, a very few difinterefted men, among 

whom 


nvhom it will ever be your praife to have been 
the {oremo&y ftood forth, and called the public 
attention to the radical and inveterate corrup- 
tions of the conftitutioQ. «* In vain/' faid they 
to that body of the gentry and nobility which 
fopported the caufe of oppofition, *' do you 
attempt to palliate, or temporize with your 
difeafo. In vain do you dirtraft the aitentioa 
of the peopld upon the trifling details of their 
government, and cheat them with idle vifions 
of economical reforms. Were the public mi- 
feries occaiicned either by accidental incapacity, 
or accidental misfortune, we might hope for 
i^eUef from time, and fpare ourfelves the trou- 
ble of exertion j but, where a long unbroken 
ftWes of events . has been unfolded, all tending 
to the ikme end, and that end the depreffion of 
the people and the deftrudion of their ri^>hts, 
it calls for all our vigilance and virtue. Even 
now, the meafure of our wrongs is full ; nor 
have we any remaining hope but from courage 
founded upon defpair. For whom will ye in- 
voke in this extremity of difttcfs, but yourfelves? 
— Will ye prefer your petitions to the throne 
which has fo often fpurned, fo often rejefted 
them ; and hope that a fovereign will under- 
take the patronage of public freedom, when it 
is no longer defended by the fpirit of a nation ? 

Hiftory 
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Hiftbry, indeed, commemorates fovereigns wh# 
have praflifed the virtues and the philofophy 
of private life, who have loved their friends, 
pardoned their enemies, and endured the ap- 
proach of truth ; fome have even defcgnded 
from their thrones, and fought for happinefs in 
obfcurity : but the example is yet wanting of 
a prince who has loft an opportunity of increaf- 
ing his power, o*r refigned the ufurpations of 
his predeceflbrs. 

" But according to the principles of the Engr 
liih conflitution, you have little either to hope or 
to fear from the private qualities of a fovereign : 
or, rather, by an happy fiction which makes 
every minifter that {hares the executive power 
anfwerable for his own omiflions, the prince 
may enjoy all the reverence of his virtues, while 
his namfe is never compromifed by the guilty 
projeds of ambition. But however implicitly 
we may admit the maxim. That a king can do 
no wrong, flattery itfelf has never yet applied 
it to his fervants ; and fhould we appeal to ex- 
perience, it may perhaps be doubted whether 
the impeccability of the fovereign is not comr 
penlated by a contrary quality in his minifter5. 
Nothing then remains but that ye ufe the only 
check which the conftitution has provided, and 
order your reprefentat.ves to impeach the guilty 

authors 
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^thors erf" your miferies* But, alas! fuch^k 
the peculiar uohappinefs of our (ituation, that 
thofe whom we fliould apply to for redrcfs are 
the very authors of our misfortunes. For is 
there a fingle minifter, that has infulted the 
patience or eluded the vengeance of the people, 
that is not fenced in by a majority, of thofe who 
call themfelves ' your reprefentatives ? What 
meafure has been fo ftigmatized by public de-' 
teftation, fo openly inimical to the liberties and 
interefts of a free people, as not to be fanftified 
by a majority of that honourable houfe ? If 
we take their whole fucceflive condudt, from 
their open and indecent attacks upon the dear- 
eft privileges of the people in the Middlefex 
election, down to their premeditated invafion 
of the American rights, and all the fubfequent 
horrors of the civil war in which we are now 
engaged, is there a fingle adtion worthy of the 
generofity, greatnefs, or underftanding of the 
Englilh people ? — Nor do we .found our opinion 
upon vague furmize or uncertain conjedture. 
Whatever undoubted virtue and ability this 
country can boaft in its public councils, what- 
ever characters of fuperior luftre, have all com- 
bined in vain to ftem the torrent ; and they 
now appeal from the venal votes of a corrupt 
majority to the fober and unbiafled fuffrages of 

the 


( « ) 

the people. Who can doubt the integrity, the 
difintereftedncfs, more than the takats of ft 
Fox, and Burke ? And when y(m behold the 
fruitlefs efforts of men like thefe, to point their 
country's thunders at the head of its implacable 
foe, and hear them publicly afiert that wiidom 
and ability alike are vain ; that all the farmer 
fpirit of our parliamettf is eraporated, and has 
left nothing behind but blind fervility to a ihi- 
tiifler, can we hefitate to admit the fatal truth I 
— ^No ! could there yet remain a doubt, we fed 
it in the degradation of our country, and tbc- 

increaiing mifery of its inhabitants. ^Roufe 

dien, if ever, ye laft remaining hopes of liberty, 
and unite for its defence !" 


MARIUS. 
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LETTER !!• 


To Dr. J E B B. 


SIR 


WHOEVER would write adequately 
concerning public affairs, muft not con- 
fine his attention to the prefent moment, but 
muft include a feries of paft events, as neceffary 
to eftablilh his opinions both of the prefent and 
the future. With this intention, I recurred, in 
my laft letter, to the year 1779, ^^^ gave a 
fummary of what was then addrefled to the 
people, by thofe who coincided in your fenti- 
ments of the caufe of national grievances ; I 
fliall now drop the third perfon, and proceed, in 
my own, to fubmit to the judgment of the pub- 
lic the arguments in favour of correcting the re- 
prefentation of the people which were then ufed; 
and which are now neceflary to be remembered, 
if we wilh for any adequate remedy to the evils 
which furround us. 

Hiftory furnifhes us with a variety of forms 
in which the human fpecies have cxifted under 
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different modifications both of tyranny apd free- 
dom. Indeed, every thing is fo mixed in hu» 
man affairs, that it is perhaps impoffible to pro- 
duce an in fiance of any government which is 
purely either the one, or the other. Scarcely 
any arbitrary government exifts, which is' not 
limited in its excefTes, either by the prejudice* 
of manners or religion ; fcarcely afny free one 
which does not contain within itfelf the feeds 
of its own future deftrudlton. This confidert- 
tion has given wonderful fcope to the inge- 
nuity of thofe who wiih to confound the under* 
flandings of men^ and to mifrcprefent the plaincfi 
fads. You that^ for the fake of aUeviiitixig the 
ycal mifcries of your fellow- creatures, are con* 
tinually obliged to coi>fider thofe naiferies iq 
their moft hideous foi'ms,, know that i^bii^ 
is more difficult than to define the precife boua* 
daries of keaJth and difeafe : yet the wtUiA 
fceptic will net deny that thefe ideas have a ical 
exiftence, and that it is the eflential intereft cf 
man to inveftigate them with all the accuracy 
he pofTeflfes. 

In politics, it muft be coi)fefled, we can 
fcarcely ' proceed a ftcp, without finding equal 
caufe to lament the imperfect nature of pajt 
experience, and the )ret more imperfedl manner 
in which if is recorded. But in what fcicocct. 

unlefs 
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Unlefs it be pure mathematics^ can we pretend 
to certainty, or even acciiracy ? The conduft 
of life, therefore, muft either be permitted to 
probability^ or left to. fluduate at random* 
And^ if we obferve the common behaviour of 
our fellow-creatures, we muft acknowledge that ' 
they do not fo much fuffer from the fcantinefs 
of their materials, as from a want of diligence 
and judgment in application of them. 

Without involving myfelf, therefore, in all 
the fubtleties of metaphyfical diftinftions, I fhall 
iim^y obferve, that one common fadt is univer- 
fally found in every free government ; a public 
and legal method, by which the fpirit of the 
nation ^ large may declare itfelf to its gover- 
nors, and either confirm or alter the courfe of 
meafures. Wherever we turn our eyes, I aflert 
that this circumftance has been always found to 
accompany public liberty, and to meafure its 
extent and duration : nor is there a fingle ex- 
ample, in hiftory, of any country that has not 
been enflayed the very moment when it fuf- 
fered either violence or cajolery to deprive it 
of this ineftimable privilege. 

Nor will it> perhaps, be Idfs of time, if I 
paufe here to anfwer a common fophifm which I 
have remarked in all the writers on the other fide 
of the qweftion. Government, thdy, indqed, al- 
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low to be a truft, and to be exercifed for the good 
of the people ; but as to the adual confent atid 
will of the people themfelves, they place it en- 
tirely out of the queftion. They feled, witii 
wonderful ingenuity and'perfeverance, all the in- 
ftances of popular fury, caprice, and ingratitude, 
which they can find in hiftory, to contraft theni 
with the moft favourable periods of arbitrary go- 
vernment ;• and then they triumphantly alk, whe- 
ther all thefe outrages and excufes compbfe free- 
dom, while juftice, order, and humanity as na- 
turally conftitute fervitude. But this is either a 
wilful, or involuntary confufion of ideas. There 
can be no doubt but th^re are jperiods in the life 
of every individual, when it might be more con- 
ducive to his intereft to be .under' the controul of 
a difcrcet friend, than abandoned to the *weakne*(s 
and inexperience of his own judgment. No 
doubt, but there are many inftances in which you 
could extend the benefits of the medical art, were 
you able to enforce your precepts of regimen and 
cxercife by a falutary degree of reftraint ; but 
will any one argue fo inaccurately as, for that 
reafon, to aflert, that men would become more 
free by being fubjefted to the arbitrary will of a 
^phyfician, in all that concerned their health ; 
more efpeclally, were one of his fubalterns daily 

to 
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tofebl thek pelft,Mn order to determine thcal- 
tcfation? which took plaae ? • - 

In truth, nothing can be more inaccurate than 
to produce' the mifchiefe vrhich may ; fometimes 
arife from liberty, dr the advantages which maj 
accidentallj refutt from ilavery, as a ^*reafon for 
confounding the ideas; The man ,is certainly 
more free than fhe child, although in many in- 
ft^abes it might' be fortiiis^ advantage flill to trem- 
ble at the ferula ; and t^he iAmerkan favage, even 
whil6 'he is? pefifting for hunger in. Jiis. native 
woods, ' than the »bcft-fed negra of the . iflanda. 
Bat < to argue with anf.xcgacd for. ^accuracy or 
logic, ^the battery fliould .-^e changed ;:. and it mufl; 
be maintained, that it is really more fon the ihtereft 
ofany nation, to abandon its claim to- liberty, than 
to iubmit to the' inconveniences of prefcrving ; it^ 
This is the :fuppofition which, , under a variety of 
difguifes, has bqen fr^uently obtruded upon the 
prefs 'y and therefore 1 will bellow fome confidcr 
ration. upon it, that I may not be afterwards iny. 
terrupted in the progrefs of thefe letters, ._ . : 

I have often thought it a wonderful fallacy o£ 
fome divines to depreciate human reafon in order, 
to exalt religion: for, unlefe that religion be .im- 
parted by particular infpiration to every individual, 
what other method is there of eftablilhing it,, 
than proofs adapted to his reafon ? The more,^ 

there- 
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thttdore^ you 9iiviiice bim of the wcakndsvod 
fallibility of that fiunitty^ cfae more you muft ia« 
dine htm, wece he confiftent, to doubt his power 
of judging concemii^ the particular evidence yoii 
propofe. But this fallacy does not feem to be 
confined to the venerable order of the dcrgf^ 
Poticicians pradife it at leaft with equal fucceft, 
when they defcaiit upon the blindnefs and ig- 
Qorance of» what they call^ the mukitude. The 
paffions of mankind, they tdl you, are fo flrong, 
and their reafonii^ powers k> weak^ diat notlm^ 
but anarchy and confufion can refuk horn their 
being permitted to govern diemfdves. What 
t^ei) is the remedy? Would one not expeA 
fhat they would bring fome god or ai^ dowa 
Id take the management of afiairs xxpoa himielfj 
and atone for human imperfedions ? But hem 
they are inferior to their friends the clergy* In* 
itead of this device^ they have only the very con* 
temptible one of feleding a fmall part of the 
^ecies, who are not only to govern themielves^ 
but all the reft So that this unavcudable con« 
tradiftion arifes from the fuppoiition ; manldnd 
^e totally incapable of governing themlelves, 
yet they are not only capable of governing them* 
ielves^ but millions of others at the fame time. 
Nor is it pofSble to avoid this confequence^ by 
aflerting that certain individuals excel in pru* 
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jdence and >i^i»9 and therefore are by nature 

^adapted for this purpofe ; fc^^hat are the marks 

jthat diftioguilh thefe individualSy and who is to 

judge of their authenticity ? If the bulk of mao^ 

kind is too grofs and blind to decide concerning 

this fuperior excellence, it muft be fome-bodjr 

iclfe that determines for it. But how are we to 

diftinguifh thefe few^ that, like the Venetian 

eleftors, are to chufe for all the reft ; and that 

without a previous eleAion, or even a form of 

ballot? If it be merely the.few^ in oppofition 

to the many, it will be poffible. 1to divide the 

largeft number till you reduce it to the fmalleft ; 

but it is an original idea to fuppofe that ignorance 

and ilupidity may be divided and fub-divided^ 

till they become knowledge and underftanding. 

3ut here is the general fallacy both of di« 

vines and politicians : both begin by teaching 

you to diftruft yourfelf^ and addrefs themfelves^ 

if I may ufe the e?preffion, to the hypocondri« 

acifm of human nature. When their reprefeq^ 

tations have fucceeded to a certain degree^ they 

give you to underftand that the only cure for all 

your evils is to adopt their own particular fyftem 

either of faith or government. What is ortho* 

doxy, true religion, and the will of heaven, on 

the one fide ; or herefy, fcbifm, and idolatry on 

the other? — The particular ppinioQS which 

tvtry 
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every divine holds forth, or which he chufes to 

condemn, r-In the words erf" Hudibras, 

• - • 

** What makes aU doftrines plain and clear ? 
" About two handred pounds a year/' 

Thus if you demand of the politician what 
is order, good government, and political wifdom? 
Will he not anfwer, if he fpeak truth, the fub- 
miiEon.of mankind to the particular opinions 
which I entertain, or which i am paid for difle-. 
minating. — If, en the contrary, what is rebelli- 
on, faftion, fedition, treafon ?— Different degrees 
of the opinions which either my avarice or am- 
bition would prove falfe. But fliould you prefs 
him further, he muft be compelled either to ad- 
mit the general right of all the Ipecles to judge 
as well as aO: for themfelves, or elfe to involve 
hinifelf in ioextricable contradictions. 
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LETTER IIL 


Dr. J E B B. 


iSIR 


HE that builds, from caprice or vanity, may 
content liimfelf with the flimfy decorations 
and patch -work ornaments of modern tafte. How- 
ever weak may be the foundations, however frail 
the materials, the edifice will be the wonder of 
i day, and may then unheeded crumble into ruins. 
Ha:d I intended thefe papers to be the auxiliaries 
of party, or the iriftruments of private ambition; 
I had haftened to feize the pcrilhable topic of the 
hour, before it gave place to the next new ob- 
jeft of falhiohable purfuit and wonder. But how- 
tver vain may be the attempt, however inadequate 
my ambition,' I have propofed to myfelf an higher 
oBjeft ; I aim at placing that folid information be- 
fore the piiblic, which may guide their judgment^ 
and direa their coridud:. 1 fliall too foon be obliged 
to quit the peaceful walks of fpeculation for the 
crooked and dangerous labyrinths of modern 
fiatefmen and politicians. 

D Howevelr 
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tlo\^ever ftrong may be the aiguments in f"^- 
vour of political liberty which are produced by 
the underflanding alone, thofe which are derived 
from experience will give them additional force. 

Man is forbidden by the laws of his orga- 
tiiisation to afpire at immortality ; yet why fliould 
difiblution be equally the fate of every human bili- 
tution ? May we not conceive a fbciety efbbliihed on 

fucb a bafisy as to brave the Ihocks of time ; and to 
remainj like the ieVeral fpecies of the animal 
world, immortal and incorruptible^ though com-. 
pofed of a thoufand periihable generations ? 

Alas ! it will be anfweredj human inllitutions^ 
thou|;h at longer intervals, are equally mortal 
with the individuals that compofe them* To raife 
an eternal fabric, with hiaterials that are in a. con- 
tinual date of fluduation and decay, is a vainer 
attempt than '' to huild a city and a tower whofe 
top may reach unto Heaven.'* 

What government is recorded, within the an^ 
nals of time, fo wifely framed, fo folidty eftab* 
lifhed, as not to have degenerated into tyranny; 
and what tyranny that has not foon been 6vertura« 
ed, by relaxing all the fprings of national defence^ 
and enfeebling the community in order to en-^ 
jfi(ave it ? Nay, the very inftitutions of Heaven it-2 
felf, the inftaht th^y were ehtrufted to homan 
pa0ions for their fupport, have fcarcely met 

with 
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. i^kh a different £ate, or conflituted an exception^ 
The firft apofUes of chriftianity were mild and 
V>wly^ like the founder of t^eir faith. They ad- 
(Irefifed thcmfelye3 ^9 tl^e re^fon of men, and pro- 

. pagated thcjr religion by perfuafion. They'ab- 

, jured the luxui;ies and the enjoyments of fenfe ; 
^hey fubmitted to every infujt j they refufed the 
pffered benefits of their friends, and deprecated, 
qnly by prayers and bleffings, the malice of their 
enemies. But marl^ the change ! The inftant a 
royal convert has given the clergy entrance to a 
courl:, they abjure every principle oif their rfli^ion. 

. Then we lofe fight of a fuffering, and begin t^e 
ara of a triumphant church. The immediate 
(ucceffiors of ^ftierme^i and nfie<:h3nics confent to 
t^e cloathed in purple and fparl^tj^ to^ wallow in ^11 
|he fcnfualities pf ih^ mpft abandone^^ age a^d^ 
country, and to difgrace the fimplicity of th? mofl; 
fpiritual religion, by th? rites and ceremonies of 
the groffefl:, T^j? ppwer of copfulting about the 
interpr^^tion PJF the articies, pf their religion, 
which was expreffly given tp the whole body of 
chrifliiansj, is, in a fliort tin:)e, monopolized by 
the clergy J and the power of chufing their paf- 
tors and bifliops, % ri^ht equally d^dpcible frop,^ 
(equity, hiftory, reafon, and the fcriptures, taken,^ 

. ffcfn the laity, and ftiared between the hierarchy 
%nd 4ic pivil power. And this fyftem of grafticc^ 
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and belief^ fo grofsly adulterated, (o totally un- 
like the original, is called Chriftianity, and en- 
forced by racks', and flames, and gibbets ; tBe 
antient fuppdrters of civil, and now the welcome 
auxiliaries of ecclefiaftical power. What may we 
fuppofe would have been the ftate of chriftianity 
"" at the prefcnt hour, had not the daring and origi- 
nal genius of Luther reduced it fbmcthing nearer 
to its original principles, in the fixteenth century ? 
' What may we fuppofe will be its ftate in the 
"twentieth, fliould no ne^ Luther arife to teach 
' our clergy the diftance between the houfe "of the 
Lord and the courts of princes, thft difFercncc 6c- 
' tween the fervice of God and mammon ? 

But I forefee that fome of my readers may 

'here exclaim. All this may be true, but what is it 

* to the purpofe ? You are writing upon govera- 

. *ment and political liberty, why then deviate to 

the abufes and corruptions of thriftianity ?— Be- 

caufe the hiftory of chriftianity, a perfcft and 

. recorded fucceflion of fatfts, which every man 

may confider at his leifurc, is the beft illifftration 

in the univerfe of the fubjeft on which Lam 

.'writing. Becaufe, if neither the immediate 'doc- 

"' trines of Heaven itfelf, nor its pofitive commands, 

have been able to preferve even a chriftiari clergy 

from every corruption which' can grow up6n the 

feffifh paffians,' what are we to exf edt will be the 
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fate of inftitutions merely human, if once aban? 
dpned'to the avarice, ambition, aqd itidolence of 
thofeVho have an cqiial intereft to pervert them? 

While, therefore, I plead the caufe of truth, 
and defend the intereft of the human fpecies, the 
wider my range, the more extenfive my obferva* 
tions, the greater will be the force of thofe con- 
clufions which I fhall eftabliih upon the united 
evidence of fpeculation, reafon, and ptaftical ex- 
perience. 

The favourers of a parliamentary reform have 
been repeatedly attacked with all the virulence of 
ahOKiymous felfifl^^iefs and malevolence. They 
are ^^idle fpeculatifts, nurfed in the gloom of 
folitude and ignorance,** *^ men of dpfpicable 
abilities,*' '^ of neither fortune or confcquence,** 
*^ aftuated by private intereft and malevolence,*^ 
-and an hundred other charafters equally liberal 
and .candid. — If they indeed be all this, and the 
.fubftance of a thoufand other invedtives which 
have been lavilbed ,upon them, no doubt from the 
purefl motives J they certainly deferve the contempt 
of all their countrymen. But let the n>atter be 
brought fairly to iflue before tha? public which is 
appealed to. Marius is the laft and meaneft of 
that body. Should he be foiled, an hundred 
abler champions are ready to enter the field, and 
the caufe which he maintains will receive nodif- 

grace 


^^feraoe fi;otn the weakpefi of its defender. Butv 
fbovid thfi arguments which he adduces remai^ 
^Dcpnfuted^ what will the public think of thp 
courage, pf his adverfaries^ pr of the juftlce of dbeir. 
^ufe?, 

'< Each fearlefg hero dares an hundred foe s. 

^* While .the feaft lafts, and while the goblet flows; 

** But who to meet one iQartial man is found, 

'< When t^e fight rages, and tho flames funoimd ? " 

Pope's Iliad; 


I 


l^me of thefe gentlemen are famous for 
metaphyfical acutenefs. Let them diercfiKe de^ 
Icend into the field, and prove the falfity of dw 
principies which I have I^ down. If they can 
be confuted, it will iave me the trouble c^ pro- 
ceeding in my courfe, and profecuting an enquiry 
commenced under fuch inaufpidous bmens« Or, 

- * » 

as they fometimes affedt to defpife fpeculation, and 
feem to imagine that all. th^ uaderflanding of the 
world is comprized in the dull routine of par- 
liamentary bufinefs and oppofition dinners, let 
them difprove this pra&ical ma^om upon which I 
reft the merits of the caufe, *' That there is no 
Inftance of any body of meA which have not abufed 
whatever trufts were repoied in them, to the 
vileft purpofcs of fclfiihnefs, the inftant they were 
not afted upon by fome external force which kept 
them true to the purpofes of their iQftitiUion«''v 

Should[ 
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should tBefe points either not lit dcAied, or 
oeing denied ihould not be adequately difprored 
Ky argumeDty I will take the liberty of ftating the 
manner in which I intend to apply my principles) 
and the conclulion I (h&U kttfempt to eft^bliih. 

Ih the firft place^ it is my opinion, as has beeii 
repeatedly affitttied by a majority of the nation; 
that the prfefent Houfe of Commons is no repre- 
fentation of the Englifli people. 

And this, I imagine, will be the mol'e eafily* 
conceived drch by iny ^dVei-fkries, as many of 
themj rather than grant the force of any argu- 
talent in favour of {iubiic liberty, have chofen to 
deny that reprefentatidn was any part of the Englifli 
Conftitution. 

Ih Sie fecdhd place, I kflert, that, if the prefent 
Houfe of Commons does not really reprefent the 
people, the people have no conftitutional method 
of eithfer effet^ually enforcing or oppofing pUblii: 
meafures. 

In the third place, I will take the liberty 6f 
examining the cdndua of thofe who are called the 
ireprefentatives of the people, particttlarly in re- 
fyc& to the celebrated Eaft-India bufinefs. 

And Ihould 1 fucceed in eftablifhing the prin- 
fciples which I have here advanced, I (hall fubmic 
it to the tinderftahding of my countrymen, whether^ 
while they aire fo trtmblingly alive to the rights of 

fovereigns 
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ibvereigns and.mioiftersiy it does not become them 
to. have fome r^rd for their own. 

I have addrefied thefe letters to you^ fir^ be- 
caufe I think the efteem and gratitude of the 
pubUc conftitute the fit reward of virtuou^ ac^ 
.tiods. No one his exerted himfelf more ftre- 
nuouily^ more difintereftedly, more uniformly* 
While Mr. — -^ appeared the champion of the 
people and their rights^ you reverenced him with 
a zeal which I never thought hi^ conduft de- 
lerved. But it is the cleareft proof of yout owQ 
integrity^ that you have been able to relinquifh 
thofe habitual delufions the infiant you could be 
convipced they were mifplaced« In refpeA to the 
refdutions brought forward at the laft meeting of 
the quintuple alliance^ I am convinced, they con« 
tain dangerous and falutary truths^ little likely to 
be adopted by the indolence of this nation, but 
nec&flary to influence their conduct, if they afpire 
to continue a free people. To place this fubjeft 
IB the cleareft %ht, and to bring it home to the 
hearts and underflandings of my countrymen, ii 
the pnly aim of 

M A R I U S. 
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Kight Honourftbfe tht EAkLof StAir^ 


My LORD, 

* '"""'* , " .... 

rr^H E RE is an anijjitjon \t\ the humail- 
X mind, which, piay at leaft fee ..pardoned^' 
if not commen^ed,^, of connedinj^; itfelf witkf 
every objeft of ,puljHc eftepm.,, .Boets have ex* . 
, haufted the comparifon^ of the pak; and ;ivy, and- 
yoijir lordlhip is too well acquainted with poetr/ 
as well as calculation, to need a reference td. 
the particular pai&ges* I am cojitented for once j 
to. be the fubjed of jthe allufiOn/ and to have 
Jt iuppofed that Mar i us would rife to notice 
Upon the blafts which fpread your lordlhip** 
f^mb« 

In yoiiir laft pamphlet, you eiptefs a wifli 
that the euthanafia of the Ehglllh conftitution 
may be a mild defpotifm. Had fuch a fenti- 
ment proceeded from ^ny of the common rep- 
tiles that are engendered in the corruptions of 
a court, we Ihould have only faid^^ " The crea* 

E ture's 
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hire's at his diAy work againj** and pafled lb 
over in filent contempt : but when it proceeds 
from a man^ Who^ ^ppai'ebtly rieditd from hu^ 
man affairs, ihrouds himfelf in his own inte- 
grity^ and delivers oracular fayitigs from the 
precinds of confecrated groves, we furely muft 
be as much aftonilhed as the frighted heathen, 
that hieard treachery redonwlended Ttoui thti 
tripod of Apollo. 

The public, my lord, have given you un- 
doubted credit for the apparent zeal with which 
you oppdfed the Ameriban wslr. Cbnfidering 
the prejudices €i ybuf country, they allowed h 
to be nb trifling effort. They even pardoned 
fome little advances towards Lord North *, iii ' 
ccnfideratiot! of the Ipirit with which you abufed 
the majority of the parliametit abd the reft of 
the adminiftration. But this was nothihg more 
than had been already done by many of the 
mtoft diftinguiihed chara&ers in the nation ; noi^ 

can * 

^ ** The noble lord has much in pofleffion, more in 
reverfion : happy in his family, happy in bis fortune 
arid abilities, with flrong natural and focial affeSions, , 
no one muft drink deeper of tlie bitter cup of national 
htrmiliatioh and ruin. In his public line of conduct I 

• 

feej or fancy that I fee, and in his alone, ofallth^ 
rutklefs mintftertal tribe, ibrae twitchei^ of femorfe, 

foitfe • 
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^Q wc therefore allow you the fbll merit of yqy^* 
model); inlinuation : " It is the comfort^ it is the 
glory of my life ta have oppofed, almofl; fing- 
ly, in the beginning, that war, at the fure con- 
fequence and expence of all that has happeiied to 
me*/' 

Was yo\Mr Iprdfhip ignorant, when you hazard- 
ed that aflcrtion, that the American war had 
been openly oppofcd, not only by a confider- 
able party in parliament, but by a numerous 
body of independent men in every quarter of 
the kingdom ? That petitions had been fcpt 
from many of the trading towna and the cou^r 
ties of South Britain ? 

The miniftcrial writers of that ill-omened hoi^ 
are full, of menaces againft thc^ factious party at; 
home that juftified the refiftanccof the Amwcaps* 
They firft, we are told, lighted up the flame 
cf rebellion. ; they afterwards gave ijew foTce ta 
irs half-extingui(hed yiolence ; they dilated the 
y^folutions of congrefs, the march of Waflyng- 

fome recolIe£tions of the fair feelings of hun^nicy, fpxn^ 
iWeet drops of the milk of human kindnefs. ** 

Facts AND their Consb<^9nces, p. 3(^ 

I. heard it obferved, when th» paflage was firflpubrifhed^ 
tb/|C his lordQiip muft hare f^en all this by fccond fight ; fof 
not an Englilhinan could ever difcover the lealk of all thefe 
wonders, 

* An argumf Rl to ppve, that it is the mdifpe^fable 
li^^Jl^ &c* by Xohoi Earl of Stair, p, 24* 
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ton, the independence of America, and the eter- 
nal humiliation of their own country : 


I". ' 


«* They hatfcd, they ilefpw!^, and ihey dcftroy." 

Does your lordi[hip ftripuUy believe thjjit a}) 

this feries bf accufations relates to yoM alone ? 

• 

That you were the only dbj^ of minifterial 
'Jbatrcd, of party rapcQiir, of American grati- 
tude ? Or haye you never yet hieard the^n^e^. 
of Richmond, jphathaip, Camjdpn, ai^d eyeg <^ 
J)r. Price ? 

* ** Me» me! adfutn qui feci, in me convertite ferrum.^ 

But, if you inveft yourfelf with this prc-emi* 
tience, you ihould at lead have fitted yourfelf to 
fupport with dignity the part you voluntarily 
alfumc. We can conceive Cato tearing put his 
own bowels, or Brutus, with his l^ft breath, 
complaining that heaven had abandoned the 
caufc of virtue ; but we cannot fo eafily conceive 
the Jaft of Romans* carrying, up an addrefs to 
welcome the cQnqueror from the plains of Phar- 
falia, and congratulating his triumphs over the 
conftitution. . ' 

. But this infinuation may perhaps be contro- 
verted by your lordfliip^s friends: let us try 
how far.it can be brought home from.thcJ- 
evidence of your own writings, Jie that iKver 

- omits 
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emits an opportunity of cafting contempt an4 
ridicule upon every expedient, one alone ex- 
cepted, may fairly be imagined to think more 
highly of that exception, and to prefer it to all 
the reft. Intereft, as; well as vanity, may find 
put more paths than one of arriving at its ends ; 
and he is little acquainted with the world, who 
is ignorant that to degrade an enemy is often the 
lame thing as to recommend a friend. 

You have taken every opportunity, in the dif- 
ferent trafts you have publilhed, of expreffing 
your contempt of all public charafters, and of 
a great . majority of the Houfe of Commons, 

Let us hear your own words ; ** The happy 
counterpoife of the different parts of our confti- 
tution is deftroyed ; all refponfibility is made a 
jcft ; for, backed by a majority, paid to fupport, 
and paid to applaud their meafures, be they what 
they may, minifters gather the rofes without 
the cares or the thorns of power ; and from the 
number and rank, and even fortunes of the 
corrupted, falhion and ton is given to the bafeft 
proftitutions of principles and of talents*."—- 
Again : ** Was indeed, as in the days of our 
anceftors, the fable believed, of a bargain and 
fale to the Devil for temporary honours and 

* Fads and their Confequcnces^ p. 2j. 
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emoluments, I much fear that the frintt oj^^ 
darknefs would hold a m^ority in the %iti% 
parliament t."—i have feieae^ thefe from ^ 
variety of paffages equally ftrong ^nd pointed^ 
becaufe I thijik they mvift be allowed to convey 
a very unequivocal idpa of ypur fentiments/- 
But if minUl^rs, if even parliaments, are fa 
radically corrupted; ijt can be neither frpm mini- 
flers nor parliaments, fuch a3 they are at pi;efent, 
that the nation is to cxpeft its fafety. Wherc- 
cver the prince of darknefs may obtain, a majority^ 
I will anfwer for it he will neve|[ want a f\ibfti4 
tute to manage affairs in his behalf. 

One only alternative therefore remains, unlefs 
the nation ought to be entirely paffive undei; 
fuch a complicated weight of injpries and cala- 
mities : it may iqfift upon reformipg the cor-, 
ruptions of its reprefcntatives^ or it may cot^* 
fent to abolilh reprefentation altogether, and, 
take Ihelter ip what you ft* elingly call '* a mild 
^efpotifm.'* — Should the few rgm^ining friends^ 
of their country ^s liberties, for fuch friends jw^^ 
even now remain, adopt the forager part of the 
alternative, it appears to me no refleftion upon, 
their hearts J and but littl^ upo^^ their bead^ 

t Attempt to balance the Income and Eypen^iturc of the 
State, p, i8. 


( 3* > 

"j^he bounds of pofSbiUtjr arcf little knowir td^ 
the ordinary part of mankind. The few fupe- 
rior minds that have enlarged them for the fpe* 
cies^ were looked upon at firft as raOi adven- 
turers, who were only accelerating their dwxi 
defiruftioip. If the opinions of, mankind are 
forcibly altered by.fuccefs> it arifes^ I fear, lefs 
from juflice than from vanity and meannefs* 
They are willing to derive benefit frorn the la- 
bours and dangers which they began with de* 
crying, and would eflabhfh the merit of having 
forefeen thbfc difcovcries which they have- 
graivfely pronourtccd impoffible* 

Jls to moral caufes and their efiefts, they are 
a perpetual contradiftion to the boafted powers 
oF penetration. The wifeft man in general fees 
but little before liim, ihd frequently not at alL 
The objects are fometimes fo dark, that it is 
impoflible to diftinguilh them ; fometimes fo 
luminous, that they dazzle the pbferver's eye ; 
and piaflion, prejudice, and fuperitition^ are 
pferpetually bufy to change their colouring and 
alter their dimenfions. If your lordfhip forefaw 
tfie independeiice of the Americans, when the 
Britifli parliament as wantonly as foolilhly chofe 
td drive them to extremities, was every man even 
of fenfe endowed with equal penetration? — Many, 
I believe, as quick-fighted as yourfelf, and as 

much 
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'rinicfe IBe fritnils* of uhlVcrfaV liberty, trembled ' 
for the wenti They did not infdeed doubt tHat 
America would be fevered' in the end from the 
mother coimtry, but they could not fo eafily 
(Cklculkte 'wKat might be the immediate effeCts of 
the alnioft unj)araireled foi?Ces ivhich this country 
employed againff it. Neither could they forefcc' 
that happy ferieS of bltinders and abfurdity 
Which marfcedthfe optrationv'of the Britifh Mi- 
hiftnr, atid which conttibiited, at leaft zi mucK 
■as arm»,n6 bring th6 affair fo f|feedily td a dc-' 
cifiom They kneW they had much to expeft" 
from the genius of Lord ---..--; but they did 
ttot-exadly^coiripfehfehcl the full extent of hii 
ibilitie^* That* Wife prbciraftination of event! 
iri their own nature inevitable ; that judicious 
mixture of precipitance atid delay, of firmnefe . 
and pliablRty 5 fo conftantly mifapplied that it 
is fcarcely pofEble to attribute it wholly to the ' 
comntioil principles of minifterial dulnefs ; that ' 
lethargy that fiumbtred over every opportunity ; 
that adivity which never failed to fucceed its 
irremediable lofs ; that *plaufibility which never 
deceived, and that fortitude which never im- 
pofed ; werfe happy ftfokes of the fublime ia his 
lordlhip^s chirifter, which required a full fcries 
of feveh years to develop td the public. 
Pardon' me, myiord, a digreffion which the 

con- 
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tonfideratioij of fiich unequalled merli: draws 
from my unwilling peo. The noble charader 
ivhich I have been defcribing^ has done much 
for politicians and htftorians, and he deferves all 
that they can tcftow. 

But if the profp^ift of diflant events is in its 
^pwn nature fo obfcure as generally to elude 
or dazzle (he ftronged fight^ is it from the 
jivpwed friends of liberty that we are to expcdt 
^very degree of ridiculie and imputation upon 
thofe who dedjc4t;e their lives to its preferva- 
tion ? — The prefcnt, it is too generally known, 
h m comnfion or trifling asra. A great and 
ii>igbty - natioQ^ fhaken by fucceffive ftrokes, 
tptters uppii its foundations. The noblefl con** 
fticution m the world. *^ is fquirted to death by 
EliQn boys/* *^ Parliament, to which it is na-» 
turll to b9V€ recQurfe in times of difficulty and 
danger, is, I fear, fallen too much into the 
public contempt to be of any material fervice; 
It hf I doubt, too generally looked upon as a 
body of men . Without any fixed principles of 
right and Wro^g; a weathercock, that obeys 
rjcach blaft of court or popular favour, which 
ever of them is uppermoft ^i** The inevitable 
conclufion that follows from the premifcs laid 

^ Argument to prqVf, &q. bv John, Earl of Stair, p. 33. 
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down by the greateft calculator in the natitmS 
18^ <* naf tie ftate is a bankrupt^ and that tb6fh 
who have trufted their all to the fuhhcfaitb^ aire ih 
'^ery imminent danger of becoming (I die prd^ 
nouncing it) beggars f,*^ It is true, indeed^ you^ 
lordlhip idds, if nothing efie&ual is done to 
prcverit thcfe confequcnccsi But whehcfc i^ 
this fometbing effeffnal to arife? Tou haviS il- 
ricady decried all parties, and have defcribed the 
wifdom and virtue of parliament too ezaftly to 
Induce us to expeft it frooi that honorable 
houfe. Nothing, therefore^ remaiiis, btit thfc 
euthanafia of the conftitutioh^ towards which 
you feeoi to caft a longing eye ; the mild def* 
potifm which has efcaped your pen^ tha: is to 
indemnify us for all our loflesj eittend the pre:. 
fent ndrroiv bounds of public credit^ and pre- 
pare us for new wars^ with all their baneful ac* 
tendants. 

Were I inclined to iniitate yotiff lofdfliip'si 
candour, I might pronounce all this; as you do 
of the wilhes and exertions^ of the people^ 
^* moftly imprafticablc noAfenfc.** But I refpeft 
your lordlhip mc^re than you feem to do the 
iincereft fftends of theif country; In fuch a 
ft ate of things, We can no longer bt called upon 

f Argument to prove, tic, p. 3i. 
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^ content ourfelves with the common beatea 
trads of political corruption and minifterial cun* 
ning. Even the advocates of arbitrary power^ 
fince they have abandoned theic jus divinum. 
and hereditary right in favour of the houfe of 
Hanover, and even your countcymen, iince they 
have transferred theif attachment from the 
Qame of Stuart to that of Brunfwick^ make pea- 
te£tion and obedience- infeparable terms. In 
the prefent ftate of things, we feem to be almoft 
as much abandoned by our governors, as we 
formerly were by the Romans, to ouf own inter- 
nal ftrength. The land-rpar^s of thjc ^oQftitu- 
^ion arc all removed, and, were we as flavifhly 
inclined as the antient CappadocianSj» who defi- 
ffd a I$;ing becaufe they could not conceive the. 
poflibility of governing themfel^es, we know. 
]^ot how to obey, becaufe it is not determine^ 
who is to command. Your lordlhip, indeed^, 
comes forward with a charitable zeal, and offers 
us a tyrant. Th,isj| perhaps it may he obferved, 
is no new prefent from your country j but al- 
moft a century of civil con^eils and defolations^ 
of private n^jferies and public; executions, 
9f controverted titles, and the laft extremes 
alternately dared and fuffered by a noble nation, 
have niade us rather cautious how we accept 
the boon. Let us« in the mean time, try what 
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cin be eficAed by mechods thotre adtpted^ t^ 
the genius and fpirit of the Erfgliih people* 
No nation was ever deferted by heaven or for* 
tune till it was firft deferred by icfelf a and the 
annals of our hiftory may lead us to hope thai: 
we are never nearer to our deliverance than when 
a feeble mind fees nothing around but horror 
and d^fpair. 

MARIUS. 


LET- 
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t E T T E R ' V. 


TO THE 


Right Honourable the Earl of Staii^* 


My LORD, 

HE that dilintcrefledly dedicates his life to 
the public fervice» if fuch a charaAer 
can be allowed to exift, is, unlefs virtue be 
thought its own reward, more to be pitied than 
every other defcription of men. In the courfe 
of his labours, he will be obliged fuccefiively to 
Attack, if not to join^ every party of the great 
and powerful ; and as the malice has always 
been allowed to exceed the gratitude of our 
fellow-creatures, he will have much more to 
exped from the revenge of thofe he quits, 
than from the patronage of thofe with whom 
he leagues. 

Were a prudent man, therefore, to form a 
fUentand refleded fcheme of making his for* 

tune 


p^t\e hy the public, he would naturally actac^ 
hitnfelf to one of the reigning parties into which 
this miferable country is divided. It matters 
not whether tbe engagement be formed in the 
hour of triumph or difgrace. Succefs naturally 
expands the heart ; ' and defeat has a wonderful 
tendency to incredfe the powers of fenfibility. 
A routed fa&ion is never fqueamiihiy nice in 
adpiittyig friend s, on a vi&orious one in coov^»« 
ing enemies. What wonders have we not al- 
ready feen performed during the adminiftration 
of Lord North ! What additipnal miacles ftill 
attend him in his difgrace ! 
Therq are, my lord, who have imagined you 

compofed of fuch (lubborn materials as reQft 

• , • . » ' « . • < 

all the alchymy of modern ftatefmcn. The li- 
beral, the merited abufe you have fo repeatedly 
heaped upon mjnif^ers and parliaments, feemed 
to point you out as one of the few unvjcrifi^ble 
lubilances which no political flux C9uld mollify. 
But I have attended, with that prudent jealoufy 
which ever accompanies a long experience of 
mankind, to the progrcfs of your political ca- 
reer. I have difcovcred, or fancied that. I dif- 
covered, *5 a methoil in your madnefs 5'* a pru- 
dence which rarely accompanies violerit paflipns, 
but which has never failed to temper the ebul-^ 
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IS of your zeal. When In the midft of all 
your rcfentment of public wrongs, and eveA 
!ri tfce more finccrc complaini: of private in- 
juries, I oBfefved that cauitiori whicH always 
diftinguiflied accurately between the fovereign 
an4 the miniftcr, I began to think it poflible, 
that all thefe blunt profeffions of rugged honefty 
might mean as little as the tropes and figures of 
the 6p|Jofman; Nothing can be more illiberal 
fhait national itflelftions. I admire the induflry; 
the ingenuity, the bravery of your countrymen ; 
but I fufpedt their patrlotifm. Rochefaucautc 
bbferves that the charafter of every country is 
as indelibly ftamped upon the manners of the in« 
^ividtial; as its actent H upon his pronunciation. 
Will your lordQvip pretend to conftitute the ex- 
ception ? / 

I anticipate what may be alleged in your de- 
fence. It will be bbfcrved that duty to the fo- 
Vereign was never yet reputed tre^fon againft 
the conftitUtion. All the fcurrilities which dif- 
grace the prefs will be produced, from the in- 
vedives of the North Btiton doWn to the 
pointed malevolence of Junius. But is there 
h6 medium between the ruffian and the para- 
fire? Can your lordlhip conceive no modifi- 
cation of the Englilh language which does not 

ter- 
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iceri^nate eithier in licentious abufc> or intereftp 
ed flattery ? 

This nation has been too repeatedly deceived 
not to prcfcrve an aftive jcaloufy; We view 
the lion> den, and we are obliged to excl«nl 
with the fox in the fable, « Veftigia nuUa retror- 
•* fum." Not every one that comes to us in 
the name of the cooftitution, can be now ad- 
mitted to the rank and confcquence of a patriot. 
It is one of the charafteriftics of the latter 
times, that there fliall arife &lfe prophets, and 
falfe teachers, that fcall deceive even the cleft. 
Since, therefore, you have as yet produced no 
miracles, noir even pretended to the power of 
Working them, we muft try your fpirit, not by 
the marvels you perform, but by the doarines 

jrou preach. 

There is, my lord, a certain fpecies of pro^ 
-feffien, a falhiooable cant, which is with juflace 
fufpefted by every difccrriing mind. It has 
been one of the greateft misfortunes of the 
prefent reignj .that ftrong profeffions of loyalty 
and perfonal attachment have' always prevailed 
over every other fpecies of political merit. The 
obfervation is ftalc, but it is true, that kings are 
forbidden by nature to have a friend. Is it their 
bkffing, or their curfe, that they are feldom 

acquainted 
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f^cqQaihted with ihis great truths till it is tOd 
Jatc to profit by the difcovery ? 

The real apd difinterefted friend of his country 
is indeed loyal, but it is loyalty of another (lamp 
which :he profeffes, and which is the principle 
of his actions. His allegiance to the prince is 
founded upon the confider^tion that royalty is 
an elTential part of that conftitution which is 
the objed of all his care and reverence. He 
eoniiders not the perfon, but the office of the 
king. The one is frequently not more refpeft- 
able than the meaneft of his fubjedts^ while the 
other is immoirtal and unchangeable. The re- 
iped, therefore, which he bears to the throne 
will never degenerate into any idolatry for the 
individual who is feated upon it. If be ii 
ready to defend its juft rights and prerogatives^ 
it is becaufe thofe rights and prerogatives con* 
ititute the £ngli(h conftitution ; and that con- 
ftitution^ with all its defeats, is more favour* 
able to public happinefs and liberty, than any 
other which could be adopted. In office, he 
will treat his fovereign with rcfpeft, and pcrforni 
his orders with alacrity and zeal ; fo long as 
thole orders contribute to the public benefit, and 
are confiftent with public liberty. He will 
endeavour tp prefcrve unfullied the nobleft 
of the royal prerogatives, the power of»pro- 

6 moting 


ihbiing merit and rewarding yircue. Par fmjil 
him that abjeA fpiritof mohopalizatioii, which 
feizcs Upon foyal favour, as it would do a pri^ 
Vatc patrimony, and proftitutes it to family con-* 
ncdions and party leagues; Far from htm that 
fervilc'fpiHt of flattery, -which confounds thtf 
office of minifter and laureate, and degrades 
the ruler of a powerful nation into the obfequt* 
oufncfs of a court buffoon. He will endeavour 
to make the fovereign wokthy of the nobleft 
panegyrics; but he will teach him to expeA 
them not from the corrupt echoes of a courts 
but from the unbiased acclamations of a grate- 
ful people* 

Alike undaunted amid the tempefts of pb^ 
pulat clamour and factious oppoGtion, he will 
keep his eye fixed upon that facred meali which 
conftitutes the fecurity of fovereign and people. 
Should there be a meafure which his fuperior 
genius points out as neceflary to the public 
fafety, he will boldly adopt it ; defpifing alifce 
the arts of defigning men, and the empty pre- 
judices of a muhitude. He will truft to the 
uniform integrity of his own conduct for a vin* 
dication ; and to time, which as neccffarily 
cftabliQies the folid fabrics, of truth as it fweeps 
away the empty fyftemsof falfehood. His fame^ 
he knows, is not the tranfitory beam of either 

royal 
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rojr«l or popular hrouri k it the veMt of i^ 

whole ieriea of confiftejbc acftioos dtre&ed to one 
great' end, and proceeding from one cooimoix 
priooifde. 

That principle may teach him to oppoic the en* 
Croa^l^ments of &dton upon the royal preroga* 
ti ve $ but it win teach him to oppofe, with ten-fold 
fetl> chofe tenOpoiary p^oxyfms of deliriiam whick 
teinpt a deluded people to lay their privileges 
i£ a mafter's feet.. In the firft caiJe, they may 
indeed endanger all^ hy grafping at too mu^h \ 
but in the fecond Jthey giye lap all^ ev^n without 
tile hope of an eq?.iiva]ett^ {s the {dvereign 
t^irtuous ? He will be t\yt laft either to p«:fuado 
dr to accept the iacriAce. Is Ke poi^fied with 
the common rage of encreaiing his powdri' That 
day which yields the conftitution up to his diA 
^retion, renders him a tyrant^ and deflroys th^ 
Nation. 

In what language^ therefore, would fuck a 
(nan addrefs the firQ: magiftrAte of his country^. 
ti^ere it neceffary to approach the throne? Witl\ 
i>cfpc<a and modefty^ but with .firmnefe; with^ 
scverence, bpt with, truth. He would leave the 
interefted profeflSons of perfonal attachment and, 
ten^atioB to tho^ who meant to betray the 
peej^le by flattering the fovereign, or to expo% 

f|ie Ipyercign himfelf by fgothing the common 

G. \ prejudicea^ 
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pWBJudices of his ftatlon. Should he fed the 0a* 
tion almoft undone by a diiafirous war^ in which a 
favourite and protedted adminillratioa had borne 
a principal fliare, he would not make .his com- 
miferation of injured royalty the capital .%ure of 
the piece. Well knowing that the fovere%n 
and his family ar^ always the laft to feel the 
weight of public mifery, he woaU refervehi« 
pity for the thoufand innocent objefis which de* 
fcrve it better. Could he weep tears more fafi 
or precious *' than the Arabian tre^'% there would 
not he one to beftow cm every yiftim of fvch a 
war as the American has. prpdui^d. If he is 
feelingly alive to the temppr^y eoibarrafliucnt of 
a royal harJ held for a momjent at bay, what 
muft he feel for whole proyii)CQ3 that have been 
for fevcn years the prey of the bloodieft hunters 
that ever followed the chace of d^ath ? What 
muft he feel for a thoufand gallant veterans that 
line our ftreets, deform our public way^» and 
prefent in vain their wounds^ their poverty, their 
%)curable difeafes, to thofe in. wKofe pernicious 
caufe they have contracted, them. ? What muft 
he feel for a nation like the Etigliih, which is, 
vith all its faults, one of the moft gallant, ge- 
nerous, wd deferving in the univerfe, ^educed 
to uniyerfa,! beggary by a conteft which never 

* 

was national, in a difpute which never injerefted 
the public ? 

^ ' The 
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The royal children, my lord, have nevpr 
yet wanted bread *, and Heavjen forbid they 
Ihould ever incur that neceffity ! They live ia 
the midft of a nation that is fufficiently difpofed 
to 'Ihare its own lail. morfels with its rulers. 
But perhaps it might be more difcreet in a loyal 
, fubjed:, to keep the hydra debts of the civil lift, 
that "bougeon" fo repeatedly, though lopped 
and feared fo often, and the i^cf^ty of incur- 
ring new expences, from the public view. Even 
Ltdrdr A-?— -n's declaration in favoiur of a manljn 
Obd fpirited prince has met with few admirers. 
Accuftomed as we are to bear, with a degrading 
patience, the vices and follies of our rulers, we 
have not yet leirned to believe t^at they add 
more to the glory than to the.h&pptnds of the 
people ; and in our prefent circumfiances, we 
fliould willingly exchange the luftre of fuch a 
triumph for the more fober advantages of order 
and oeconomy^ 

M A R I U S. 


f <^f The king it forced to take tbe veiy bread frpnv hit 
children's mouths.'* Ar£umeat to proYC, &c. p. u. 
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LETTER' Yf. 


« 


TO THE 


* « 


]|[Ught pp^urable the pARtpf S^e^bu 


IF pratfe be em 4gref!%1?}r (0 ^ deUcate ufte^' 
it 19 wl^e^ it 9fcra4s g^t aod uafufpe^6dr> 
fuch aa qShfit^gr^/e^ heaeft mind may bdlcHsr j^ 
a^ a gejQefO|iS;Oi9e 4(cept;jyi^bcHiCa.blu% Tbta 
is what your ]or4i^ ba«, bceo Uu^e acc^ftome^ 
to reoeiv^ dur^ ^ (hort pei^ of jour poiir . 
ileal triumphs^ ^m^ whgt you we too vifil ^r. 
quaintcd with the world to e^e/d: duriag yw^ 
diiyg;race. Bu^^ 

''When intereft calls off all her fneakipg tra|o» 
*} And all the oblig'd defert and all the yain :** 

th^n is the hour for the impartial man to come, 
forward, and declare his fcntiments. Nor caa 
you be more furptifed at thij addrcfs, which you^ 
certainly have never' paid for, th^n 1 am, to' 
find a fingle aftion in a minifter worthy of un-*. 
bought applaufe. But it appears to me an un* 
pardonable weaknefs to be more afraid of com- 
mending 
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ttfeM'ing merk tti^ii of cedEbring' vice* IthehU 
lore feize the moment, v^h«ti 'I find myfelf abkl 
to approve the conduifit<)f a miaifter, ieft it ihouUl 
ftot return. 

When, in the beginning of the ycat 1782^ 
#e beheld the difTblHtion of Lor.d North's ad* 
tntnlfiration^ you have oiot forgotten the general 
triumphs of the i^ion. It was not onty the 
capricious love ^ tjovelty, however univcrfal 
may be the principle; it was the involuntary in- 
toxication of a whole people, that, wearied mth 
ks miferies, exped:ed fome relief from a change 
iDf mafters. Befides, die very nature of the cir- 
cumfi&nces had created in the nation an unufual 
difpo&ion for confidence. The fpirit of oppofitioa 
]^d naged fo long in vain, diat it had drawn the 
bK>!idS' of political union tighter than common 
between the- multitude and th^ir leaders. With 
whsltever contempt the illuftrious characters that 
compofe the Houfe of Cocnmons are accufiomed 
to treat their conftituents, a variety of caufes had 
Concurred to produce a temporary relaxation. 

The reigning faction • could not be ignorant 

that it was dangerous to reduce even flaves to 

defperation ; and a ten years bitter abftinence 

from ajl the fweets of power and emolument had 

taught their opponents the neceffity of conde- 

fcending to cajole the people. Hence arofe 

thofc 
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tiiofd tfleetingi and aflbci^ioBS fSiroi^hout' Eng- 
land '; papular dinners and popular harangues ) 
fervent profeffions and unfubftantial promifes; 
with all the train of amorous lies and perjuries^ 
\}y which our unfuccefsful (latefmen are accuf- 
tomed to enlhare a fond, believing multitude^ 
And fo thoroughly were they deceived^ that they 
iiad entirely forgotten that almoft invariable law 
of nature^ by which a minifter is compelled to 
contradict all that he bad ever promifed when 
out of place. They perhaps imagined that fome- 
thing was to be expeAed from the unparalleled 
extremities to which the whole nation was re** 
duced. They thought that a rational felf-intereft 
might for once fupply the place of virtue, and. 
cohvince their friends of the utility of preferving 
Ibme appearance of honour and coiiiifieliey. 
Men that were obtruded againft the confent of 
the fovereign might perceive the importance of 
cultivating the efteem of the people. There^ 
was tob a fort of religious fanftity attached to 
the remembrance of common dangers and the 
ties which they had produced* The pilfering 
Araby although inured to fpoil and carnage^ 
will fparc the wretch that has once claimed the 
hofpitality of his roof: and who could- tell but 
Engl lib patriots might fo far adopt the example^ 

as for once to /pan tbiir friends ? 

But 
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But thlere is a fublimicy tvhich diftihguilhes 
Certain minds, although it mufb ever efcap^i 
Ihe conceptions of th6 vUlgah Doomiid to the 
lunifortniry of J^rlvate life, they find it difficult 
to conceive what is placed beyond the reach of 
commen experience. They have indeed a grofs 
^nd cohfufed fufpi'ciob that the inflexible patriot 
ttiay be gradually foftened into the cfinging 
courtier, or the rapacious minifter; and that 
the warmeft advocates fbr liberty may at length 
incline to the folid bleffings of arbitrary power* 
But thefe changes they imagine \^ill be th@ 
effed of time and folicitation. • They look for 
the common formalitieis af gradual corrtiptioni 
and think it hardly pofllble that their wdrmeft 
fritndii Ihould become their mod determined 
enemies^ without pafling through the medium 
of negie£): and indifference* 

But thefe ^re prejudices which %m now hap^ 
pily removed for ever j and I will venture ttl 
aflert that the greateli mafter of political ver* 
(ktility will find it difficult hereafter td attratSI 
applaufe or furprisse an audience^ Proteus him« 
felf, were he now to vifit our ifland> mud own 
himfclf outdone, even, at his own weapons^ and 
confefs the fuperiority of fome of our moderii 
praftitioners* Although a god, there ^trt 
Certain tics which could hold him h&$ ind dt 

H kngcb 


length compel him to aflume his bwD> after he 
had run through every other lhape«, What 
would he have faid to mere mortals^ who efcape 
from every tie and pu( off every chara&er at 
will ? 

But^ my lord^ I am wandering wide of the 
intended mark. The tafk which I have pro- 
pofed to myfelf is that of coUeding fadts, and 
prefenting faber reafon to my countrymen » and 
I i^ften ^o fulfil it# However eager, bowever 
general were the expectations of the people at 
the change of minifters which took place in the 
^ring of 1782, they were mofi: bitterly difap^ 
pointed* The unfortunate death of the Mar<» 
(|^uis of Rockingham^ which fo ipeedilf enfue<^ 
was the 6gnal for breaking up that admioi&ra* 
tion^ which twenty years had fcarcely matured^ 
and from which the nation expeffced ks delive* 
ranee. 1, iodeed^ bad not been one of that fim* 
guine body. Perhaps my dukiefs or malevolence 
rendered me lefs clear-fighted in refpedt to the 
expected blefliogs. My acquaintance with ge<^ 
ncral hiftory, as well as my experience of 4nan« 
kind, had taught me to believe too generally 
perhaps of public men, that, whatever might ibe 
their profeffions, their aim was nothing but felf- 
inteVeft. I was not fo partial to the fpirit of 
the age as to believe it very prolific in fuperior 

characters* 
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f h^rafters. When I confider^d the formal pro^ 
fefitons and the apparent flrength and difcipline 
of our parties, they might appear fufficicntly 
j(brmidab!c ; but when, after the example of 
iAgcfilaus*, I feparated them into their refpec- 
tive dafles, I found the numbjcr of genuine 
patriots furprizingly diminiflicd, I did not 
therefore expeft to fee the golden days, of 
which fo many dreamed, renewed or realized, 
^▼en under ^ genuine Whig adrainiftration ; 
which had been the Panacea fo induftrioufly 
held forth for every national difeafe. But I 
mufl; (^oofefs I expeAec} more from the good 


• When Agefilaus commajtided the allied army of the 
Grecians in an expedition into Aliay he was reproached for 
the fmall comparative nuinber of Spartans which he ha4 
l)rought with him* He» therefore, took an opportunity, at 
a general review, of proclaiming that all who pra^fed the 
trade of carpenters (hould leave their arms^ and go to a 
particular fpot* Many of the allies, who had been brought 
up to that trade, accordingly quitted the ranks,^ but not a^^ 
iingle Spartan. In this manner he wetit through every 
mechanical trade, till the ranks of the allies were almod. 
reduced to nothing, while thofe of the Spartans had fu£ered, 
no diminution. ** See now," faid he, (o thole who had.^ 
before murmured, *^ on which Me the balance preponde- 
nites : you bring into the field a numerous band of tradef- 
men and mechanics; but it is Sparta alone that farni(hes 
jfoldiers."— Probably the author was conlidering the efFeft 
which would be produced upon a certain honorable houfe 
h^ a fimilar proclamation, 
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^nfe and abilities of thofe gentlemen than hat 
been yet performed. I, indeed, forefaw that aU 
the boafted fcbemes of reformation would end 
VX appropriating, the honours and emoluoienu 
pf the ftate to themselves and their creatures ; 
but I thought fomcthing might have bcea done 
for the nation in points where the immediate 
interefl; of minifters was pot concerned. I 
imagined the flrft objedfc of 4 kt of men^i who 
came into power upon the cxprefs condition of 
f eftoriog peace, would be to realize the expeda- 
tioQs of tlie public in that particular; | thought 
too fomething might be done to heal the wounds 
which war had made, and to regain the com- 
mercial confidence of the Americans ; not by 
iacrificing the intereft or honour of the nation, 
but by a rational confidcra^on of what its 
jaeccfTitics required*. In, refped^ to the addi-; 
tional burthens which every difcerning man 
knew mud be impofed, I thought that fome 
regard might be (hewn to commerce^ to policy, 
and even to the inclinations of a people that had 
already borne fo much, and with fuch unpa- 
ralleled patience. 


• Thia fubje6l has been lately moft fenfibly and forcibly 
treated in a pamphlet, by Brian Edwards, E(q. 
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But» it feems^ thefo cyprftations, moderate 
•s they may appear^ were doomed to be diir^ 
appointed ia a manner which it was impoffiblo 
to forefee. The premature death of the Mar^ 
quis of Rockingham broke down the iftfamus 
which feparated the hoftile factions of the cabi« 
net, and let in the contending tides. I was 
moft fincerely grieved for that premature death, 
and lamented it perhaps as truly, though not as 
indifcreetly, as fome of his friends^ I did not 
indeed attribute any very extenfive range to the 
political abilities of the noble perfonage, and I 
always dreaded the fafcinations of party ( but 
he appeared to be a man of amiable and unble« 
tnifhed manners, a promoter of agriculture and 
in^uftry, and a fincere friend to what he con- 
ceived to be the real interefts of his country. 
Above all, fortune had made him the central 
point which fupported a mighty arch ; an arch 
indeed more deftined to record the triumphs of 
a party than the happlnefs or liberty of a 
nation ; but fuch an one as could not be then 
dcftroyed, without threatening to involve both 
'^n the wide compafs of its ruin. 

I know not what were the exaA feelings of 
the nation, when they firft heard of that fatal 
and irreparable breach in the cabinet, but I will 
lake the liberty oi defcribing my own. What- 

ever 
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fver credit I might give toi the onderftaadiD^ 
of the two homaaibfe geotlecneD who fee the 
example of Ecfignation, I did not tbiolc that, 
condu& afFordiod ^ very favourable fpecimen of 
either their heads or heari». I could' not coo^ 
ceive that a real friend* to any intcrefl of his 
eovntry would take that opportunity of wreak- 
iog his perfonal fpite^ at the e^pence of the 
pubtUc. Unamimity X had heard echoed, at 
every public mcetiog, by every fubalcern of 
the party, till I was fickened with the founds ^ 
Was ic dien a time, in fuch an awfti moment 
of national crifts and danger, to perplex the 
public councils wich the low interefts and cabals 
of faAion, at the expence of chat very unanimity 
which had till then been the word of the whole 
party ? The public ac large can fcarcely pretend 
to decide the paltry quarrels of courts znc cabi^ 
nets i but they felt^ that if there was ever an 
hour when an honeft man would have conceded 
ibmething for the general good, it was the 

prcfcnt i and they cared not who was prime 
minifter, provided he gave them peace. 

I am almoft afraid your lordfliip will hardly 
cxcufc the flyle of even this panegyric : if you 
do not, I caff eafily conceive in what manner it 
will be received by others. But this is the 
language of' truth; and thefe are the fenti- 

ments 
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tftents of every independent man ihroii^hont 
the kingdom with whom I have converlied^ 

But when the fefTion was opened with that 
memorable fpeech which has been fo much 
the fubje<% of altercation, 1 Could not help feel* 
ing fomething like furprize at the manner in 
which it was received* Had the lower .hou£: 
been peopled uideed with inveterate republics ns^ 
1 fliould have been lefs iurprized at the 
fpirit which guided thofe memorable (debaoes z 
but when I faw thofe very gentlemen, who 
had fo lately ,given fpecimens of their ^x^ 
traordinary talents for abjedt Battery^ deaiii^ 
out the moft unmannerly invedives^ i could 
not help blulhing for human nature and my 
country^ 

In .Ijpite, however, of virulence, fcurrility, and 
C|>pofitton, the peace was ratified by the fame 
hanor^e gentlemen 'w^o£b coniciences would 
not fufier them to approve it. Common minds^ 
indeed, did not comprehend the full force of 
thofe fubtle diftindtions. They thought that, 
if the pczcc was pernicious and diflionorable, 
it merited the public oppofition of the houfc« 
They thought it as much an objed of par* 
Uamentary interference, as the nomination of 
a new jninifter, the find, and moll: Aindoubted 
prerogative of the crown« The nonainaiion of 

^ an 
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iaito improper minifter may be indeed eventuaity 

de^rudive to a nation ; but it is not a meafurb 

which requires fucb immediate interference. A 

virtuous and independent hotife of commons, 

like the prefent, may always arreft him in his 

career ; they always poflefs the dreadful artiUerj^ 

of impeachments, of which they have made 

fo liberal an life during this whole century ; 

they may at any time fend forth their thunders, 

and hurl him flaming down. But an inadequate 

and difhonorable peace may reduce the natioii, 

in an inilanr, to fuch extremities, aa may render 

all future exenioils vain. 

But the peace was to be reprobated in order 

to difplace the minifter. There was even t 

peculiar advantage in making him the facrificc 

of the only falutary meafure which this country 

has feen during the lafl: twenty years* Even ia 

the hour of triumph and exultation, no peace 

which is upon record has eVer fatisfied the ex* 

pedfcations of the nation* How then was it 

pofiible that a peace, which was to ratify the 

eternal divorce of America, and which ihuft 

therefore be attended with feme humiliation 

to this country, could plcafe the wild imagi* 

nations of the people; a people who had 

fufiered enough to ficken them with war, 

but not enough to make them fubmit with 

equanimity 
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^«|ijaDimiity to the difadvantagcs of their fitu^t 
fcion i It is the peculiar mifery of human beings 
never to forcfee inconveniences while they may 
be avoided, or to be able to bear them with 
paitience when they arc inevitable. 

That the pes^ce was the beft which might have 
been obtained, it is impofHble for. me to decide. 
That it included the b<# terms your lord Ihip 
was aWc to procure, n(iay be fufficiently inferred, 
even from the principle^ of ambition and fclf- 
liove : that any of your rivals would have been 
able to make a better,- we have never had a 
more convincing proof than theic pwn afTertions. 
Such therefore as it is^ tJ^ merit of \t isi entii:e]y 
your own. 

Whoever is moderately acquainted with hu- 
P9an aSTairs, will continually lament the blind-^ 
ncls both of princes and flates. An ufelels 
trafl; of defert, a frozeq ocean, a barren rockj, 
may each in turn become the objed of jealoufy 
and ambition ; may deluge the earth with blood, 
or cover the fea with carnage. But the Tolid 
adv^ntag€€ of peaceful induftry, the perfection 
of internal government, and the improvement pf 
agriculture, are objefts that are either ov;erlook- 
ed, or rarely fufFcrcd to incline the fcale. Yen 
it would not be difficult to prove that there 
Qpver has exifted a nation^ which would not 

1 have 
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have been more benefited by applying its att 
tencion to thefe conftant fources of happinefs 
and population, than by a feries of the moft 
fplendid conquefts. Yet war is fortictimcs in- 
evitable § a frantic prince^ an ambitious mi-- 
Difter, even a favoured parafue, or ftrumpet, 
may each alternately endanger th^ freedom and 
cxiftence of all the neighbouring ftates. Every 
nation muft therefore be prepared to defcnd.by 
arms thofe rights which may be attacked by 
arms ; and when the conteft is once begun^ the 
foundeft policy confifts in the moft vigorous cf* 
forts. But when the difpute does not relate 
either to national fafety or independence, but 
to points of ideal power and fpeculative am- 
bition'; to fomething which flatters the pride 
more than it concerns the intercft of a nation ; 
above all, when it has originated in the fpirit of 
error, and been carried on by that of deluGon, 
it cannot too foon receive its termination. 

That this was the cafe with the American 
war^ it would now be lofs of time to attempt 
to prove. A« to" the objeft of that conteft, the 
minifter that brought it on was continually Ihift- 
it](y his ground ; but, whatever was the pretext, 
it always implied the fiibjeftion of the colonies. 
When this too, like all the reft, had deferred 
him ^ when that fubjedion had been given up 

by 
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by every party as impraflicable^ the fpirit of in- 
fatuacion itCelf could fcarcely invenc a reafon 
for continuing the war, the inftant a tolerable 
peace was attainable. If there has been a fct 
of men in this country fufficiently blind, and 
adverfe to their country*s interefts, to attempt 
to continue it, your lordfhip will ne'l^er blufh 
to reckon them in the number of your enemies* 
As to moft of the reafons which I have heard 
alleged, they difgrace even the logic of the 
houfe of commons. So very contemptible and 
fcanty were they, that evtn the unhappy loyalifta 
have been drajgged into the queftion, by the very 
perfons that had fo frequently reprcfented cheni 
as the vile incendiaries of the war. That the 0tu^ 
ation of many of thefe unhappy* men is truly 
pitiable I do not deny ; that they deierve welt 
of the goverhment, whatever they may do of 
the nacion^ is ^ equally certain : but that It was 
heceflary to carry on the war upon th^ir account 
alone, I think the fpirit of party itfclf will 
hardly venture to affert. If it was imprafticable 
to conquer America for the Britilh ifovercign, 
or the Britifh parliartierit, did it ceafe to be foi 
when attempted in the name of the loyalifts? 
Or will any one dare to affert that any thingj 
ihort of conqueft, could have forced the Ameri- 
cans to admit them to what ihcy had loft. If 
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therefore they ivifhed to be reftored to thenr na^ 
tive country, it was evident that a (ingle year 
of peace would operate ifiore in theit ^avourj 
by s^bating the animoficy of their countrymeiit 
than could have 4>een eflfefted by half a century 
of arnn. If they only defired a compenfatioii 
for their lofies> the faving of a do2eo or twenty 
millions in the national expenditurej, would 
jiearly have paid the bill, though it had been 
indorfed by all their friends in the oppolition. 

But what (hall we reply to the heavier charge! 
bf national difgrace^ incurred by the ce(fion of 
a barren wafte, or a narrow ifland^ to our eae« 
inies > Simply this^ that public honour Will al- 

a 

ways be better preferved by augmenting the 
power, than by adding to the weaknefs <^ a 
nation. The relative firength of every nation 
can never be long a fecret to its neighboun $ 
and the opinion which they entertain of tbi^ 
particular, will always ht the meafure of the 
refpeA which they (hew, not the detail of paft 
achievements, or tke vain remembrance of a 
prowefs it can no longer boafl:. If this prin- 
ciple be true, it is evident, that great Britain^ 
if doomed to lofe the colonies, became aftually 
more formidable the inflant a peace had taken 
place, than fhe had been at any moment (ince 
the confederacy of fo many nations againft her. 

The 
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The power eS isvery itacc « iwrety tielativQ 
d^d muft be eftimated not by any tmiver&l ftand- 
ard, but by the comparative force of its tseigh* 
bours. It is evident that during all the ktter 
years of the war, however great might be 
the efforts of this country in th^mfelves, they were 
inadequate to the object propofed: they were 
inadequate to the conqucft of America ; they weic 
feven inadequate to the defence of all our own pot 
feffions. But why werfc they inadequate ? Mere* 
ly for thfe fame reafon that Horatius was inferior 
to the united force of his three enemies, though 
l&igiy more than a match for either. A confe- 
deracy had been formed againft this country, fudt 
as we have no precedent of in the annals of our 
kiftory ; fuch as it will be our own faulty if we 
are doomed to encounter a fecond time, WouM 
it not have been reputed a mafter-firoke of policy 
to have been able to detach a (ingle member of 
that confederacy from the reft, and to have de- 
fcreafed the fuperiority of our enemies ? Mr. Fox 
is faid to have tried the experiment with Holland^ 
and your lordlhip with America : we have ^reat 
ieafon to be thankful that both the attempts were 

abortive. 
But, in giving us peace, you cffedled infinitely 

mote than it waspoffible to do by any other means. 

You 
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Vou broke to pieces^ at a ftroke, that vaft co- 
loffus of a league which threatened to cniih ua 
with its weight, and fcatcered the fn^ments abroad 
to all the winds. You gave us time to repair the 
ruined 'flsrfK^f our finances by the admirable bills 
of reform wluch Mr. Burke has introduced ; and 
to regain the friendfliip of America by the falutary 
proclamations of laft July. And if the afiain of 
India had been a(s wifely and equitably fettled as 
they were intended by Mr. Fox's bill, Ibme part 
of the glory mufl: have been due to you^ who 
prepared the way, by removing every dbftrodion. 
Where then is the lofs <^ national hcHiour ? If 
national honour confift in fuch a mafs of force as 
is iingly fuperior to all that can be brought againft 
it, fuch national honour never has yet exiftfed; 
It did not exift even in the proudeft titnes of the 
Roman commonwealth ; fince no one can doubt 
that the art of dividing enemies and poftponing 
wars contributed, no lefs than arms, to the eftab- 
lilhment of their greatnefs. To look for it m the 
nicely -balanced fyftem of contrary fortes which 
now compofe the ftate of Europi, would be the 
extreme of folly ; fince the Very ftability of that 
ftate is confefledly owing to the power of oppofing 
the ambition of one nation by the union of all the 
reft. Why then Ihould the Englilh people dcfire 

impoffibilities^ 
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impoffibilities, which, even could they be vealis* 
ed, would end in their own deftru(£lion ; fince 
every human power^ which becomes too mighty 
for refiftance, muft neceffarily produce every fpe- 
cies of internal diforder and corruption } 

But whether they perfift in the purfuit of this 
chimerical greatnefs, or bound their wilhes with 
the folid enjoyment of national happinefs and fe* 
curity, it is demonftrable that peace was neceflary 
for either objed:. A war, in which we were fo 
evidently overmatched, and the continuance of 
which exhaufted our national refources fo faft^ 
without any adequate means of fupply, could 
never have given us that decided fuperiority which 
the fuccelTes of Lord Chatham himfelf had failed 
to do. Peace therefore became neceffary, were 
it only in the view of promoting the objeds of 
our own ambition. 

But the honour of a nation is not to be rated 
by the chimerical ftandard of its being fingly 
able to Aand againft the world in arms, orby a 
ruinous obftinacy in purfuing impracticable pro- 
je£ts. It is to be rated by the opinion of its wif- 
dom and juftice, joined with fuch a degree of 
power as renders it fecure from every probable at* 
tack : and all thefe objeds were more attainable 
by peace^ than by the bloodieft continuance of 

the 
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tlie war. Our wifidom c^n Qerer he unpeached 
1^ putting an end to a ruinous conteft which had 
no longer an objcft v our juftice, by defifting from 
injuring the Ao^ericans ^d the^ Dutch ; or ou; 
power, by ceafing to laviih our blood ami treai^rea 
as un profitably as we had hitherto done. 

And if we pofie&d fufficient power to carry on 
the war for feveral future years, will any of diofe 
refources be diminiflied by the peace ? Will they 
. not, on the contrary^ be continually incrcafing, un^^ 
lefs our late infatuation is doomed to attend us ta 
the laft ? By the equity and moderation of our 
public counfel^ we certainly may prevent the pof- 
fibility of fuch a league as we have lately efcaped : 
and which of our neighbours will Jingly* chufe to 
encounter a nation that has been fo nearly- equal 
to* all combined ? 

Tbefe, my lord, are the refledions of an im- 
partial man upon the peace which you have given 
us. In every point of view it rifes upon the un- 
derftanding, and is brou^t home to our convic* 
tion. If the arguments I have ufed he juft, they 
may tend to diminifli the remaining prejudices of 
our countrymen, and to refcue one aft ion of a 
minifler from the general infamy which awaits 
the tribe. If rbey be, on the contrary, falfe, and 
liable to be refuted, the malice of your enemies 

is 
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is not fo much affuaged, as to allow them any 
permanent triumphs. And while your lordfliip 
will cfcape the ridicule of employing fo weak an 
advocate, I Ihall defervedly engrofs the whole dif- 
grace of the undertaking, who, 

** Nee Dis, ncc viribus, aquii,'* 

have engaged a volunteer in fuch a caufe. 

M A R I U S. 
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LETTER VIL 


To Edmund BuIike, Efq. 


SIR, 

IT is not without a diffidence proportioned to 
your great abilities and fame^ that in the 
courfe of my labours I addrefs myfclf to you. 

9 « • • But if I muil contendy 
Beft with cbe beft , • • more glory will be woo. 
Or lefs be loft. — 

And there is a pafiage in your own fpecch of 
the 6rft of December laft which emboldens me 
to the attempt, and makes roe triumph o9et the 
confideration of tny own inferiority. You ob- 
ferve, fir, ^' that nothing is to be found in any 
habits of life or education, which tends wholly 
to difqualify men for the fun&ions of govern- 
ment, but that by which the power of exer* 
cifing thofe funftions is very frequently obtained ; 
I mean a fpirit of low cabal and intrigue, 
which I have never, in one inftance, feen united 

with- 
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with a capacity for found and manly policy*.'^ If 
this, fir, is any criterion, I can appeal tamy own 
heart, and folemnly declare that I am as littre coni^ 
nedted with any cabal or intrigue, as any one in 
your own virtuous and independent majority; as 
little as yourfelf. Lord North, and Mr. Fox. 

But before I begin to ftatc the obfcrvations 
with which I intend to trouble you, I will take 
the liberty of Tettling the limits within which 
our controverfy will be confined. I do Jaot 
mean to expatiate in the wide field of accufatiom 
which are brought againft the Eafi-India com- 
pany : I cannot pretend to be prepared by " three 
years of laborious parliamentary refearch,*' or 
armed with the artillery of fecret committees ; 
whofe reports are now the unerring didoes of 
truth, though in the year 1781 they were '*the 
curfed Pandora's box, whence fprung out that 
dreadful calamity, the American, war.'* Thefe 
laurels, fir, are all your own ; they have beea 
dearly earned, and it would be equal temerity and 
injuftice to difturb you in their pofleflion. My 
labours will be of an humbler nature: they 
will be confined to thofe points in which every 
citizen may with propriety pretend to form a 
jndgmenr, the condudt of our reprefentatives, 

« Mr. Burke's Speech on the firft of December, 1783, 
p. 1 1, printed for Dodfley. 
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In tfieddling with the affairs of the Eafl-Indla 
company, the virtue of the attempt, and the 
wifdom of their proceedings. 

A perfon fo intimately acquainted with hu- 
man life and literature, as I confefs you to be, 
cannot be ignorapt that it is one common art of 
every accufer to excite the indignation of his 
audience, by every method within his power. 
When once their paflions are thoroughly raifed 
by a recital, whether real or fiditious, of crimes 
and horrors, it becomes eafy to give the fiorm 
whatever diredtion he wifhes. Inftead of being 
upon our guard againft the fuggefiions of our 
heated imaginations, inflead of fcrutinizing the 
pretended evidence with a degree of doybt and 
accuracy proportioned to the enormity of the 
cafe, we are too apt to accept of violence and 
exaggeration inftead of proof. Our very prejudices 
and indolence, in this cafe, afliime the form and 
d'gnity of virtue ; and at length the fober dic- 
tates of caution and impartiality are utterly dis- 
carded, or treated as enemies, that would feduce 
us from our duty. 

It is no wonder, fir, if this fhould be particu- 
larly true of the noble audience that liftened to 
your Philippic. Men of fuch fevere and unble- 
milhed manners could fcarcely be expeded to pre- 
ferve a due and neceflary moderation at fuch a 

tale 
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tale of complicated horrors. Whatever could 
add either pathos or energy to the defcription was 
certainly introduced. Here was the great Mogul— 
^^ the defcendant of Tamerlane, a perfonage as 
high as human veneration can look at," unlefs 
, perhaps it be the godlike mover of the bill, ^^ftand- 
ing in need almoft of the common neceflaries of 
life*.*' Here was Seraja Dow^la fold to Mir Jaflfeir, 
Mir Jaffeir to Mir Coffim ; and Mir Coffim to 
Mir JafFeir again 'f. Then to Ihew that the rage 
and cruelty of the Eaft-Iqdia company's fervants 
know no exceptions of fex, or no fcx, we are told 
a moving hiftory of outrages offered to ladies, 

* ** The firft potentate fold by the company for money 
was the great Mogul— the defcendant of Tamerlane. Thig 
high perfonage, as high as human veneration can look at,'* 
&c, — Speech, p. 17, 

•* The defcendant of Tamerlane no# ftards in need al- 
moft of the common neccifaries of life.'* — Ibid. p. 18. 

This fadl is moft fatisfajflbrily explained in many of the 
publications in anfwcr to Mr. Burke, particularly in the 
writings of Major Scott* But what does it add to the atrocity 
of the adion, that the great Mogul is the defcendant of 
Tamerlane ? Tamerlane himfelf wasa robber and a fpoilcr, 
and inore dcflrudlive to mankind than peftilence, famine, or 
even the Eaft- India company. 

f Speech, p. 19. 

and 
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and even to eonuchs t. The ftory ilfclf of Urfula 
and her eleven thoufand virgins is almoft parallel- 
ed in that of the nabob of Oudc, his two thoufand 
women, the two feraglios more of his near kin- 
dred, and the nabob's fourfcore children §. 

^* Quis talia faodo 
** Tcmperet a lachrymis r" 

It is true, fir, that you had like to have fpoiled 
all again by the mention of the venerable *^ grand- 
mother and the ancient houfehold :** this circum- 
ftance was too powerful for the mufcles of the 
younger members* But even the great Scriblcrus 
fomctimes touched the improper ftring ; and when - 
you fum up all, by complimenting the houfe upon 
their virtue and independency, it was as impoffible 
they fhould refift, as an ugly woman who hears 
for the firft time commendations upon her beauty, 

:|: '^ Their chief eanuchs, who were their agents, their 

guardians, protedlors, perfons of high rank according to the 
eaiiern manners, and of great trul^, were thrown into dun- 
geons, to make them difcover their hidden treafures ; and 
there they lie at prefcnt.*'— Speech, p. 44. 

§ " That family an4 houfehold confilled of Kvo thoufand 
womeitj to which were added two other feraglios of near kin» 
dred, and faid to be extremely numerous, and (as I am well 
informed) of about fourfcore of the Nabob's children, w|th 
all the eunuchs, the ancient fervants, and a multitude of the 
dependants of his fplendid court."— Ibid, p, 45. 

But 
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But I agree with you, fir, that the prefent it 
no fcafon for mirth or levity ; and I never held 
the opinion that ridicule was the teft of truth. 
The points on which wc differ are neither to be 
fettled by raillery nor declamation, but by the 
fober force of truth and argument ; and to thefe 
I return. 

You obferve, fir, ^^ that the phrafe of the char- 
tered rights of men" is full of afieAation^ and 
very unufual in the difcuflion of privileges con* 
ferred by charters of the prefent defcription," I 
have always confidered the exprefiion in the famS 
light, but for another reafon. A charter, if I 
lightly under ftand the exprefEon, comprehends 
certain powers conferred by the king in virtue of 
his prerogative. The Eaft- India company, I be- 
lieve> may pretend to this fecurity ; but I fliould 
hardly think its advocates would much infift upon 
them, when they can appeal to authorities of 
higher importance. The firft eftabliftiment of the 
£aft-India company upon its prefent bafis, was^ as 
you very well know, an aft of the whole legilla- 
ture in 9th and loth of William and Mary, which 
engaged to incorporate the lenders of two millions 
to the government into a company, and invefted 
them with certain exclufive rights. So far were 
the people of that time from infilling upon their 
chartered rights,, that the parliament denied the 

power 
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power of the crown to grant a charter of that dc- 
fcription ; and the old Eaft-India company exert- 
ed all its influence in Vain to procure a parliamen- 
tary eftabliihment. And fo great was the differ- 
ence of ideas which then prevailed, that though 
the old Eaft-India company could claim no other 
foundation than a royal charter, which had been 
repeatedly declared infufEcient by the commons, 
though it was contended that its members had 
been guilty of afts fubverfive of all the rights 
which they pretended to, when they were heard 
in oppofition before the lords, yet they were quiet- 
ly allowed to continue their firanchifes, till they 
wifely coalefced with the new company in 1702^ 
and put an end to their own feparate exiflence. 

f 

The form of that adb in 1 698, from which the 
prefent company derives its eftabliihment, has been 
the model of all the fubfequent ones which the 
legiilature has chofen to pafs. But the only claufe, 
which it is now material to take notice of, is that 
whieh empowers the government, upon re -payment 
of the two millions originally borrowed, and giv- 
ing three years notice after the twentieth of Sep- 
tember 171 I, todiffblve the faid company, and re- 
affume all the powers with which it had been in- 
vefted. 

Let me now, fir, be permitted to ftop for a 
moment, and confider the nature of the tranf- 
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afkioA which I have juft defcribed, and which I 
believe you wiU find faithfully copied frdm the. 
hiftory of thofe times. Here, then, is a folemti 
■contraft entered into by ttip whole legifla^urc on 
the one fide, and certain individuals on the other^ 
Which^ in confideration of two millions to be ad« 
Vanccd for the public fervicr, fettles upon thera 
for a limitted time certain cxdupve privileges^ 
with an equity of redemption in cafe it ihould ap« 
pear inexpedient to continue thofe powers beyond 
the appointed period* Can it be fuppofed, there* 
fore, that either of th^fe contracting patties was 
imagined to retain the right of difiolving the agree- 
ment, whenever it Ihould judge pjoper, for rei- 
fons of which it was to remain the fole and unac** 
countable judge? Is it not^ on the contrary, one of 
the moil abfurd, ridiculous, and unfounded ideas 
that ever entered into the head of a human beings 
even into the head of a politician } Where con- 
tra(3:s are entered into between one individual and 
another, there is always fome public tribunal 
which will oppofe injuftice and enforce their ob- 
fervance : and I believe, till the celebrated re- 
ceipt-tax of laft year, there is fcareely to be found 
an inftance of a government, which did not at 
leaft infift upon good faith in its fiibjeftSj what- 
ever indulgences it might, allow itfelf. 

It is true, fir, that there is one eflential dif- 
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ference between a government and ah individual \ 
an individual may be compelled to the obfervance 
of his.contrad^ which cannot be done to the 
former, unlefs by a general infurredtion of the 
people and a revolution. But does this make 
any difference in rcfpcft to moral obligations or 
principles of juftice ? Or is a ftate allowed to 
a£t upon thofe principles, which would iiidelibly 
involve every individual in fuch a web of infamy 
ahd difgrace, as would deftroy hb charafter for 
ever ? It may, perhaps, be anfwered, that this 
is a liberty in which mod governments have oe- 
cafionally indulged themfelves. I grant the fadt, 
and you will perhaps grant the confequences x 
that moft governments have become fo univer- 
fally infamous by the praSice, that it is difficult 
to decide whether they are confidered with more 
abhorrence by foreign nations, or by their own 
fubjefts. 1 have little occafion to infill upon fomc 
celebrated manoeuvres of this kind in our neigh- 
bours ; fince there is fcarcely a gentleman who 
voted for the Eaft-India bilU provided he had 
words enough to make a motion, that has not j 
in fome preceding debate,' infilled upon the 
inimenfe refources of this country in comparifon 
with France^ all derived from the confiftency of 
itscondua, and the vaft extent' of its credit* 
. I muft confefs, fir, I have a kind of antiquated 

prejudice 


( 75 ) 

prejudice in favour of confiftency. I can refpeft 
men of every different political opinion, provided 
they are uniform : but I have never been able to 
underftand that eternal verfatility of character which 
changes public debates into the venal eloquence 
of wrangling lawyers ; nor can I conceive, by 
any theory which I think myfelf allowed to men- 
tion, whence it arifes that thefe fudden flalhps.of 
new con vision are always found to accompany 
the imniediate interefts of the party. The gen^ 
tlemen, who. are known by th« general name of 
the Rockingham party, have always diftinguifhed 
themfelves by their inveterate oppofition to ^very . 
parliamentary reform. According to them, it 
is infinitely better to fufFer the nobleft conftitu- 
tion of the world to fall into ruins before our eye?, 
than to change a fingle ftone in the crumbling 
edifice, or even to add a prop to fupport it. I 
have liftened, fir, without convidion, to muck 
reafoning of this kind ; and, though I do not 
recolledk that many gentlen>en have choCen* to put 
their names to their elaborate defence of the pre- 
fent lyftem, I have always allowed that they might 
poffibly be in earncft* Were it neceffary, I could 
produce many inftances of the infinite contempt 
they heap upon fpeculative principles of right 
and wrong, and vifionary fyftems of refornnation, 
from all the celebrated pamphlets of the party. 
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But, in the name of God, why do they not ad- 
here to their own principles ? Are the repeated 
agreements which the whole legiilature has made 
with the Eafl: India company of lefs fandity than 
the feptenniai bill, which even the boldeft of 
your own houfe has never yet contended' to be 
conftitutional I and which not one of you can 
now defend, without ailerting that you have a 
right to fubvert the whole fyflem c^ government 
^ your pleafure ? Or, is it imagined, that the 
folid opinions oiF mankind upon the fubjed: of. 
right and juftice are to be changed by vfcty 
temporary blaft that turns the ftatc weathercock 
of your honorable houfe ? 

But as to the original aft of edabliihment for 
the £aft-India company, ic was penned with all 
the requifite difcretion and forefight. It was a 
new experiment made upon a very important fiib- 
jcft of political economy, and therefore the 
government wifely referved to itfclf a power of 
diiTolving the company, in cafe experience Ihould 
evince the necefSty of doing it- But, if they 
have never taken advantage of that reflraining 
claufe, during the term of almoft an hundred 
years, what are we to infer from this forbearance, 
excepthig that the government found nothing in 
this company " worthy of death." For my part, 
I attach fo much refped to the honorable houfe 

of 
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of commons, that I cannot eafi!y belkve h capa^ 
Ble of the groflefl: contradidion and abfunditjr. 
Now, in my humble opinion, it is difficult to 
admit this new neceffity of feizing all the property 
of the £aft-India company, and fubverting an 
agreement of the whole legiilature, without thrown 
ing fuch infinuations either upon the wifdom or 
juftice of our representatives^ as even their mofi 
inveterate enemy would fcarcely venture. 

The laft agreement, fir, which is upon recotd 
of the government with the Eail-India company 
dates no farther back than the fpring or fummer 
of the year 1781. Lord North had taken ad- 
vantage of the approaching expiration of their 
privilege, to give the requifite notice that he in- 
tended to dilTolve the conipany. Had he ac- 
tually done this, we might have objected to the 
policy or wifdom of the meafiire ; but ctvxsivly 
no one could confidently have denied the right. 
But this was by no means done, or perhaps ever 
intended ; and therefore, after a variety of political 
altercation, an z&. pafTed in the fame form with 
all the preceding, to extend the Company's ex- 
clufive privileges to the year 1 791, in confequence 
of four hundred thoufand pounds paid to the 
/government* 

It is here worth remarking, that the majority, 
which ratified this agreement^ was a majority of 

the' 
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ihefame houfe of commons' which now cxifts.;^ 
and,^ confequentljr, I am. reduced to the fip6>F- 
tunate dilemmac of ekher believing that the 
honorable houfe acquired the compai^y (^ all. 
their crimes and delinquencies to the moment 
when the a6t pafl^ed, or of fuppoGng that fo 
wife, fo virtuous, fo independent an houfe could 
not be ignorant of <fuch a baneful catalog>ue of 
crimes, and therefore gravely intended to bite 
the nation, and fwindle the company out of 
four hundred thoufand pounds, upon a pre- 
tence which they never intended to realize. 

I have heard itobferved, that a ikilful fencer 
never expofes himfelf for the. chance of bitting 
his advcrftry i yet this fecms to be the cafe of 
your moft eloquent detail of the pretended 
crimes of the company. The greater parr of 
thefe atrocious aAs were certainly prior to the 
year 1781. With what propriety, therefore, 
with what appearance of juftice does the fame 
houfe of commons found a neccffity of refcind- 
ing its own deliberate engagements, upon al- 
legations, which it either >yas, or ought to have 
been acquainted with, at the very moment when^ 
it contrafted them ? 

With all the refpcft, fir, which we may feel 
either for you or your audience, how is it pofflblc 
t'lat any human being (hould avoid fmiling, when 
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W Hears the privileges of the company iattacked 
tfpon the principle of their eftablilhing a md-« 
nopoly, within the walls of that very houfei 
which inftituted the monopoly in the la(t cen- 
tury, and has maintained it by luccelfive fales 
and contrads throughout the prefent*? Stili 

more 

* ** "fhe Eaft-lridia charter is a cliartcr to eftabli(h mo- 
iropoljr, and tq cteate poyver. Political power aad com- 
iTiercial monopoly are not the rights of men; and the rights 
to them derived from charters, it is fallacious and fophifli- 
cal to call *' the chartered rights of men/' Thefe charter- 
ed rights (to fpeak of fuch charters and of their effeds ia 
terms of the greateft poihble moderation) do at leaft fufpend 
the natiiral rights of mankind at large, and in their very 
fi^me and cohftitu^ion are lijible to fall into a direct violatioil 
of them." -Speech, p. 7. 

. All this flourifli appears to me oile of the ilrongeft in^ 
iUnces how a good underilanding may be abufed. If a 
legillature attempt to fell more than it poflefles a right to do, 
the people niay be jullified, perhaps, in refciading an agree- 
ment made without their confent, and to their detrimenr* 
But what has all this to do with the legiflature itfelf, whofe 
decifions are to be taw and juftice for all the reft of the com- 
iViunity, refcindtng its owli agreements ?— Would not this 
be a plain confcilion of ignorance, folly, or injuftice, in the 
very perfons who alTume to themfelves the power of deciding 
for all the reft? And if this be found to-day, why not to« 
morrow ? If in the laft agreement, why not in the next ?— 
Would not this bring the legiflature into fuch extreme con- 
tempt as would tend either to tyranny, or to a diflblution of 
all government ?-T- And is this the noble and excellent fpirit 
of reform which is to be introduced into the Englifli 
government P^— *' Unde nefas tantum Lattis paftoribus ?'**-« 

I^et 
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jDDdre carious is the diftinfttoo betweeh ttie ideas 
of natural and artificial right. What is it to 
the buyer, whether the houfe choofe to fell one 
or the other i He naturally expeds to be main- 
tamed in what he has fairly purchafed. Mull 
no one pretend to enter into a contraft with any 
government, without the interference of Grotiu^^ 
Fuffendorf, and Montefquieu ? Or whence do 
the honorable gentlemen derive their notions of 
natural right, when they deny to feven millions 
pf people the leaft interference with the choiot 
of their own reprefentatives ? 

But what, I wonder^ would be faid to any man 
in private life, who, after having voluntarily 
and deliberately entered into a contraft, (hould 
pretend to refciild it at will, becaufe it was con- 
trary to his ideas of natural right ? Would it 
not be anfwered, that this was the fiUieft pre- 
text by which fraud ever attempted to impofe 
upon credulfty ? He would be told that he had 
fufficient leifuire to confider the fubjed, and con<» 
fult the delicay of his feelings, before he entered 

Let me be pardoDed, if I publicly affert, that fuch an 
idea is difgraceful to the hitherto untainted reputation of 
our public faith, and fatal to the confidence which all fubjeda 
ought to enteruin in the jufiice of the legiflature; worthy 
only of the fpirit of tyranny, and moft happily adapted to 
xooft 9Ut hQoefly and oamincrce throughout the luogdom* 

into 


Into the engagement: but that little (credit 
would be given to his pretended qualms, when 
they were evidently dictated by his own intereft i 
that juftice and right were never inconfiftent 
with themfclves \ and that the firft duty of both 
was to fu}fil promifes and engagements. — But 
what> if all tiefe fcrupks fhoiild neither tend 
to a refticmion of the rights ki queftion to thofe 
from whom they were originally taktaj or to 
any indemnification of their value? Muft we 
not admire the particular delicacy which breaks 
its own mbft folemn faith and contra6t^ froni 
the fuggeftions of confcience> and then fkiifiies by 
violating thofe very rights a Second time^ with 
as little remorfe as it did the firft I 

^Qt to what, fir, do all thefe declamation^ 
about right and inonCpofy tend ? Will the na^ 
tural rights of every fubjcft in thefe kingdom! 
to carry on a commerce with India, be left in^ 
vaded when the monopoly is given to feveri 
commiffioners of the parliament, than while it 
remained in the dircftors of the company ? Or 
is there the lead alteration made, or pretended 
to be made^ in the aftual ftate of that mo- 
nopoly ? 

But the plea of ftate-heceUity, Upon ifrhich . 
your honorable friend expatiated with ib mucb 
eloquence^ is a topic niuch more difiicDlt to be 

M con* 


<!^nfated, becaufe it is t$ vague and general ai 
fcarcely to admit an anfwer. Were there fome 
fnter-mediate power, indeed, to decide between 
the contradling parties^ it might mean fome- 
thing; but in the prefent cafe it means no more 
than that a minifter and a majoritf may, under 
the fubterfuge of general and equivocal terms, 
violate every engagement they had entered into* 
For what enterprife can be conceived fo openly 
flagitious and unjuft, which may not be jufti- 
fied by the fame perfons, and upon the fame 
principles ? I will engage to produce an afi for 
veiling all the looms of Manchefter, or the 
forges Qf Birmingham, in feven commiflioners, 
upon the very fame principles of fl:aternecefllty 
which make fo great a figure in his fpeech. 

A great metaphylician, like you, fir, need 
not be told, that the exprefiions of right, 
juftice, charter, contraft, necefllty, and an 
hundred more which might be produced, can 
never in tbemfelves decide a fingle controverfy 
between two individuals of the human fpecics. 
All parties allow their exiftence, and appeal to 
them in their own favour. Naturally, the uo- 
derltanding of one man has an equal claim with 
that of any other^ to be attended to in the con<^ 
troverfy. But as it is evident, that fcarcely any 
difpute. would ever be terminated were it to 

depend 
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depend upon the entire acf|uief<:ence of ono^ 
party in the reafon of another, public tribunals 
are inftituted in every ftate, for the adminiflra. 
tion of juftice and the termination of differences. 
In thefe tribunals, certain individuals are in- 
vefted with the power of deciding what (haH be 
juftice and law in refpcft to the reft of the 
fociety ; not from the fuppoiition that one maa, 
is naturally more infallible than another, but 
becaufe this method, however imperfed, is all 
that can be efieded by human prudence. It is 
poffible to afcertain the perfon^ though not the. 
thing ; and while there are eternal difputes about 
law and equity, there is feldom any conceriiing 
the perfon of the judge or chancellor. 

To prcferve thefe venerable pcrfonagcs ever\ 
from the fufpicion of corruption; to guard 
againft the furprifes of private prejudice or 
paffion ; and to divide the different powers ia 
fuch a manner as mutually to be a check Opoa 
each other, has long been the diftinguifhing 

boaft of our country and conftitution. The 

> "... 

meaneft individual cannot be condemned^ with- 
out his pafling before fo many independent 
authorities as to leave fcarcely a fuppoHtion of 
Qpllufion or injuftice* Firft, he muft beaccufed 
upon oath before a magiftrate, who ought to 
be a private gentleman of independent fortune. 
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In the next place, he muft be referred to a 
body of independent g^ntlemeni who, if they 
judge the accufation faUe or gfoundlefs, have a 
right of in{]tantly difmi(fing it^ and thefe too 
stre fworn to the obfervance of impartial jufticet 
In the third place, another jury is invefled with 
the power of finally 4eckling, upon o^th^ his 
guilt or innocence ; and though the nunaber oi 
this body is only twelve, the criminal may 
peremptorily except to twenty of thofe who are 
returned for the o^ice, Thefe men are ex- 
prefsly to be chofen out of the peers or equak 
of the accufed ; that (o far from having any 
intereil in his condemnation, they may have the 
ftrongcft motive to give its proper weight to 
every plea which can be brought in his favour. 
The indidment too muil: be prccife and accu- 
rate I that no room may be left for the fafcina- 
tions of eloquence, or the wild fuggcftions of 
general and vague accufation ; which are fcldom 
employed but to perplex the mind and bewilder 
the judgment. 

Thefe, fir, are the fecurities which the Englifh 
.law affords, to the perfon of the meaneft indivi- 
dual in the kingdom, previous to his being fub- 
je<3:ed even to the judicial authority : and 1 have 
mentioned them thus at length, that rhe public 
p)ay contraft them with the proceedings of a cer- 
tain 
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tain honorable houle in refpeA to the greateft 
company of merchants in the univerfe ; men, who^ 
in whatever light they may be confidered by mio-. 
ralifls, have done much for the opulence and 
glory of the kingdom. And 1 muft confefs, it 
ftrikes me with no little ide^ of *^ the inconftancjr 
of human gieatnefs, and the ftupendous revolu- 
tions that have happened in our age of wonders»'* 
when I fee a fet of men, who have juft loft thir- 
teen provinces, fitting in judgment upon, and 
diipofleffing thofe who have added to the Britiih 
empire ^^ 281^412 fquare miles; which form a 
territory larger than any European dominion, 
Jluffia and Turkey excepted V* 

*^ Nunc ex oves ultro fugiat lupus : aurea durx 
*^ Mala ferant quercus : narcliTo floreat alnus." 

Their proceedings have been worthy of the 
caufe ; for, in the confufion of powers and cha- 
raders which they have affumcd to themfelves, 
it is difficult to diftinguifli any thing of- reafon, 
juftice, or even of a regular fyftematic enquiry* 
Firft, they chew the cud of evidence and fad in 
their fecret and feleft committees ; whiph is after- 
wards to be brought up again half-digefted, and 
to become the loathfome nutriment of a criminal 
profecution* Then, in their judicial charadker, 
they fit to determine upon the merits of this very 

♦ -Speech, p» la; 
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evidence, which they have before prepared. The 
accufers are certain orators of their own body ; 
who, inftead of confining themfelves to fpecific 
charges, or any of the falutary forms which long 
experience has eftabliffied as neceffary to the impar- 
tial admihiftration of juftice, deal out their gene- 
ral inve£ilves, and unfupported accufarions^ with* 
out examining a witnefs, or even waiting fof an 
anfwer. Thus is the affair hurried on according to 
the true principles of fummary juftice, knd 
brought to a fpeedy termination ; and then too, 
the fame honorable houfe aiTumes its laft, and, 
as it$ enemies would obferve, its moft confident 
character, that of public executioner ; difpatches 
the offender in an inilant, and feizes upon all his 
ipoils as hangman's wages. 

Thus, fir, have I gone through the firft part 
of my difagreeable ta(k,in refpefl: to the celebrated 
Eaft-India bufinefs. One plea, indeed, h^s been 
omitted, that of an honorable lord, your late en^my, 
but prefent friend and colleague, who juftifies the 
invafion oif the company's rights by the precedent 
of his having already violated them in 1772. The 
argument, I truft,. will make but few profelytes 
out of his own houfe ; but it is fuch an illuft ra- 
tion of my fubjedt that I cannot pafs it over in 
<ilence. 

To the English natiorj, therefore, at large I 

muft 
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faiuft recommend die confideratlon of another 
fycdcs of neceifiQr ; the necefiity of watching^ 
with a fevere and conftant attention^ the opera- 
lions of men who call themfelves the reprefcnta- 
tives of the people, yet are continually fetting 
that people at defiance. They refift, with an in?, 
flexible obftinacy, every attempt to bring them 
nearer to the only purpofe for which they exift; 
yet theiie is Nothing fo remote, or facred, as to 
efcape the interference of their avarice and ambl^ 
tion. Even the moil fcandalous outrages, the 
moft unjuffifiable attempts upon the rights of 
others, if once fubmitted to, are boldly brought 
forward as precedents, and ufed as arguments for 
hew ones^ If a minifler dare fbmething of pe- 
culiar atrocity or injuftice, " brevibus gyaris aut 
carcere dignum^^' ic is railed at by his opponents, 
but enforced by a majority of his creatures* 
Suppofing the wheel of fortune to turn round9 
iind the friends of the people to grafp the dif- 
tindions which they long have aimed at, what 
is to be expeded from their promifes and their 
public fpirit ? That they fliould refign the ufur- 
pations of their predeceflbrs, or endeavour to give 
. the 11 ion any fecurity for their liberties ? That 
indeea would fliew a moft contemptible ignorance 
of public men, and the hiftory of parties in this 
country. But what you may fafely exped is that 

they 


diey flio^ Improve upoti aU tbat has hctn pt> 
petrated by their predecefibrs^ and feverely realize 
the foolilh vaunts of a fbblifh king : ^' My little 
finger fliall be thicker than my father^s loins : 
for whereas iny faither put a heavy yoke upon you^ 
I will put more to your yoke ; my father chaf- 
tized you with whips^ but I will chafUze you 
vAth fcorpions*^ 
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LETTER Vlir. 

* 

To Edmund Burke, Efq. 

SIR, 

IF, in the prefent diftrafted date of this covin' 
try, the freedom with which I have confi- 
deredthe conduct of our rcprefentatives required 
an apology, I could ufe no better one than a 
quotation from your own celebrated Speech : 
*' They muft grant to me, in my turn, that all 
political power which is fet over men, and that 
all privilege claimed or exercifed in exclufion 
of them, b-ing wholly artificial, and, for fo 
much, a derogation from the natural equality of 
mankind at large, ought to be fonie way or 
other exercifed ultimately for their benefit,'* 

*^ if this is true with regard to every fpecies 
of political dominion, and every defcription of 
commercial privilege, none of which can be 
original felf derived rights, or grants "for the 
more private benefit of the holders, then fuch 
rights or privileges, or whatever elfe you choofc 
to call them, are all in the ftridteft fenfc a tru^\ 
and it is of the very effence of every truft to be 
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rendered accountable ; and even totally* to ceafe^ 
when it fubftantially varies from the purpofes 
for which alone it could have a hwful ex- 
iftence •/' 

I have confidercd, in my former letter, Hot 
fo much the pretended abufes in the adminiftra* 
tion of our £aft-Indian pofleiHons, of which I 
confefs myfelf no adequate judge, (thpugh I do 
not believe nine tenths of your own honorable 
houfe more qualified for the decifion,) as the me- 
thod of eftabliihing them^.and the jurifdiftion 
of the tribunal before which they are brought* 
1 have attempted to prove, that^ in the whole 

. * Speech, p. 7.— This extraordinary confeilion puts me 
in misd of the followiog ftory, to be found, 1 believe, \tl 
Pilpay's Fabled. A certain man, very uxorioufly inclined, 
had a yonng and beautiful wife, who always treated him 
with the moft open averOon and difdaio j till one night, fpy 
aog a thief in the room, (he took refuge in the arms of her 
bufband, who was aflcep, with fuch unufual fondnefs as 
awakened him. But when the good man learned the caufe 
of her terrors, he called out in raptures to the thief, who 
had been alarmed and was moving off, *• Pray, fir, ftay ! the 
bappinefs you have procured me is fo great that you are wel- 
come to all I have in return.*' — This condefcenfion in their 
reprefentatives is certainly as new to the people of England 
as was the fondnefs of the wife to the poor doatinghufbadd; 
but they do not fecm equally grateful : or have they already 
given fo much, that they have no more to befbw } 

proceeding, 
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. proceeding, nothing is to be found worthy the 
gravity, dignity, or difintereflednefs of a Britifh 
' fenate ; that nothing, could be a greater mockery 
of all ideas of right and juftice, than that the 
fame perfons ihould fit in judgment upon the va- 
lidity of their own engagments, who had contradl- 
cd them originally, and ratified them at repeat- 
ed intervals ; that, if the honorable hqufe pre- 
tended to fit as a court of juftice, it has not ob- 
ferVed a fingle rule or decorum which could 
convince the nation of its impartiality ; not even 
the flimfy forms and punctilios which attended the 
quo Avarrantos of the laft centgry , or the condem- 
nations of Sydney and Ruffel. It was a fpecies of 
fummary juftice which improves upon Afiatic 
models^ and will afford inftrudtions to each fuc- 
ceeding Jefieries for ages. But another confide- 
ration equally important remains : fuppofing the 
houfe of commons had been a tribunal ever fa 
well adapted to the enquiry, fuppofing the guilt 
of the Eaft-India company to have been ever fo 
clearly proved, what is the nature of thQ reme- 
dy propofed for thefe diforders, and what the 
benefit which we may fairly expedt from its ad- 
miniftration ? For even if all the abufe, which 
the invention of intereft and malice combined 
have heaped together, fliould be admitted, it 
will not follow that the propofed remedy is adapt- 
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cd to remove the evil, or even to palliate its moil 
alarming fympcoms. This examination, fir, will 
furni/h a proper comment for your fpeech, and 
may fill up fjme chafins which I have obfervcd 
between the premifes and the conclufions. 

For even fuppofing certain abufes (hould have 
been clearly proved to cxift in the adminiftration 
of the Eaft India Company's affairs, fhould thofe 
abufes alio be of fufficicnt magnitude to juftify 
the interference of parliament, it will by no 
means follow, that Mr. Fox's pretended bill of 
reform was either ncccffary, or adapted to the 
purpofe* But in order to make this arife as 
an inevitable conclufion, you affume the 
ftrangeft feries of fafts that 1 believe was ever 
obtruded npon the public* For firil you con- 
clude " that this body (meaning the whole body 
of proprietors), being totally perverted from the 
purpolb of its inftitution, is utterly incorrigi- 
ble ; and becaufe they are incorrigible, both in 
conduft and confticution, power ought to be 
taken out of their hands 2 juft on the fame 
principles on which have been made all the juft 
changes and revolutions of government that have 
taken place fince the beginning of the world."* 
To affume that any body of people is not only 
corrupted, but incorrigible, is, to a plain and 
common undcrftanding, one of the moft ex- 
traordinary 
* Speech, p. 88. 
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traordinary poficions that I think was ever ven* 
tured in a ferious publication. It fhould feem, 
fir, that you hold the dodtrine of free-will in 
fa entire and abfolute a manner, that you leave 
no room for the application of new motives to 
the mind ; or elfe you fall into the contrary 
extreme, and aiTert that the condu& will remain 
the fame, though every principle of action 
Ihould be changed. Choofe which you will of 
thefe abfurdities ; for they are both before you. 
Nor is it a common fpecics of corruption alo;ie 
of which they are accufed, fuch as fome ignorant 
people have attributed to a virtuous majority^ the 
preferring their private to the public intereft ; 
but the more extraordinary one of not only being 
incapable of regulating their own affairs^ but of 
becoming fo by any procefs that can be operated 
even by the omnipotence of parliament. Yet 
this incorrigible body is compofed upon the 
fame principles with the Bank, or any other pub- 
lic company that has ever exifted *, compre- 
hends many hundred individuals, among whom 
may be numbered the principal gentry of the 
kingdom, and the mod; opulent merchants of 
the city of London. 

I fhould imagine, fir, that were a foreigner, to- 
tally unverfed in the party hiftory of this king- 
dom, to hear fo extraordinary an afiertion, he 

would 
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would ncccflarily imajginc that the whole preccd- 
mg hiftory of the Eaft-lndia tompany cdntaTned 
nothing but the detail of public frauds and pri- 
vate blunders : more tfpecially-i when he reflefted 
lipon the repeated generofity which had beeW 
ufcd in an arbitrary government, lite that of 
France, to fupport a fimilar ellablifhment, he 
would conclude that the national aififtance and 
generofity here muft have been fo repeatedly 
abufed as to leave no farther room for par4on or 
experiment. Neceility, he would obferve, may 
indeed juftify, as it occafions every attempt; 
but It: muft be a very uncommon kind of necef- 
flty that can induce^ the government of a free 
ftate to defert all its ufual principles, and to uie 
rf difcretiohary authority with greater rigour 
than was ever known in an arbitrary one. But 
what would be his aftonifhment, when he was 
told the real hiftory of this oppreft and perfe- 
cuted company ? That, incorrigible as it is now 
reprefented to be, and radically corrupted, it had^ 
by its own exertions, obtained a degree of great-r 
nefs perhaps unparalleled in the hillory of the 

world. That its commerce, while it poured into, 
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the bofom of the mother-country all the varied 
produiflions of the fruitful Ealt, had alForded 
luch ample fuppllcs to its revenue as would alone 
fupport the expences of a moderate ftate. That its 

preienc 
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prefeqt diftreflfcs.werc chiefly the temporary cffc^, 
of a ruinous and ioevitable war, in which i\ had 
been involved by the ambition of thofe very pa- 
triots who now exult with a malignant joy over 
the wounds^ which they have occafion^d, and, 
inftead of binding them up, are. baftening to, 
draw forth the vital . fluids by the orifice. Its 
own refources, it would be added, have nurfed 
it up to a degree of power and opulence whicK 
awes one pprtion of the globe, while it excites, 
the envy of all , the reft. Although origip^lly. 
intendcjd fpr conirnerce alone, it has gracjually; 
extended it3 power and influence, till it has in- 
Yolved the fates of mighty empires, and ^ttrafted 
them to itfelf. Whatever may be now ad- 
vanced, by interefl: or malevolence, about 
the crimes and incapacity of its fervants, i$^ 
amply confuted even by ih^ uncxaggerated, 
detail of events. What ftronger evidejice can, 
be given of the folid bafis upon which any human 
power is founded, than its capacity to refift anc^ 
triumph ovci* the mightiefl: attacks f This, even 
cxciufively, is the boafl: of the Englifli Eaft* 
India company. With every difadvantage of 
difficulty and diftance, it hgs prevailed, not only 
over the feeble oppofition of Afiatiq princes, but 
over all the cfibrts of one of the mofl: politic and 
warlike nations in the univerfc. Could this have 
been efleded without a fpirit, both of counfel, 

and 
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and of cntcrprifc ? — ^No — whatever may be the 
Kprefentation^ of parliamentary orators, the world 
at large will refute the wild and chimerial accu* 
fation. Whatever may be the demerits of the 
company, whatever the catalogue of its crimes/ 
the comparative fcrics of its minifters may cer- 
tainly vie with that of any modern government 
of Europe. It has undoubtedly produced war- 
priors of intrepid minds and heroes of immortal 
fame ; chiefs that have dared, in their employers 
and country's caufe, all that men can dare i that 
have executed every thing which the prefent 
colleagues of Mr. Burke have failed to do. Even 
now^ '^ on evil days though fall'n, and evil 

tongues," it can boaft of characters that would 
do honour to any nation •, the foremoft of whom 
is that very culprit, that feems fingly, like an 
eleftric rod upon a noble edifice, to have pro- 
teAed the building beneath, while he attracts 
the fury of the tempeft upon himff If, Yet even 
he, " fcathed,** as he may appear, by all the 
lightnings of parliamentary vengeance, nor alks 
the mercy, nor deprecates the rage of his ac- 
cufcrs : he is ready to leave the throne of half 
the Eaft in order to meet their impeachments % 
he bids them take his life, if any thing worthy 
of death (hall be found in his conduft; nor 
dare his moft inveterate enemies accept the offer. 
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Is this, fir, the language of party or cabal ? 
If it be, 1 wifh it were oftener heard within, the 
walls of even your own virtuous houfe. It is the 
voice of a man who is equally unacquainted 
with Mr. Haftings and his friends ; totally un* 
connected with the affairs and interefts of the 
Eaft-India company. It is the voice of a man 
who has never been feen at the levees of either 
your friends or antagonifts ; who has never flat- 
tered even the people, much as he loves them, 
in their delufions, or cringed to them for theiif 
fupport. But it is the voice of an independent 
man, that dares to exprefs his fentiments in de* 
fiance of the moft powerful fadioh of this coun- 
try, and that has a charafter to hazard upcn the 
flake. As to Mr. Haftings, his abilities are fo 
undoubted, and there' is fo ftrong an impreflion 
of a great and noble ambition in all his aftions, 
that I cannot help admiring him ; and that ad- 
miration, 1 confefs, makes me ready to efteeni 
him: I am interefted in his fate, and wifh to 
find that he has added the praife of integrity to 
that of a comprehenfive underftanding and ele- 
vated mind. If ever there was an individual 
who deferved to have the weakneflcs or dcfeds of 
human nature overlhadowed by his triumphs, 
it certainly is Mr. Haftings; yet, were his 
achievements and his qualities ten times greater 
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than they arc, I never would interpofe to fcrcen 
him from public juftice, if he has defervcd it ; 
on the contrarj', 1 would be the firft to mount 
the rofirum, and arrefl; him in his triumphal pro* 
grefs, did I live in a country where any puniih- 
ments were inflidted upon public guilt, or 
where private virtue might direA the vengeance 
of the nation. But fuch as he is, be does not 
deferve to fall unheard. His fate fliould be an 
honorable wound, in fair and equal battle ; not 
to be trodden down by a bafe and promifcuous 
rabble that a^e only firu^ling for hisfpoils. 
Let him fall hereafter, a vidim to the 60^ded 
genius of Afia, and to the infulted juftice of his 
country ; but let him, while he lives, enjoy the 
honors and the veneration of an hero. His death, 
whenever it arrives, will neither difgrace hi$ 
friends, nor be unworthy of himfelf ; it will ht 
folemn and lamented, the catafirophe of an awful 
drama: juftice will be expiated and forrow for 
the ftroke ; it will not refufe the confolation 
pf an honorable interment, or deny a martial 
trophy to adorn his tomb: it is envy alone 
that would ftcal the noble corpfe, and hew 
it out to glut the fury of parliamentary hounds*. 

This, 

♦ There are two circumftances eiTential to every free 
ftate ; that no individual fhould either be elevated beyoml 
the reach of public judice, cmt condemned unheard. No- 
thing can be a furer prefage of approachiog ruin to fuch a 

ilate 
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This, fir, like many parts of your own 
Speech, is declamation ; but it is not, as they 

are, 

flatc than that degree of power which fruftratci all enquiry, 
6r that degree of violence which tramples upon the falutary 
forms of criminal inveiligation. The niore enormous is the 
imputed guilt, the more cautious (hould we be in examin* 
ing whether it really exiil. An unfortunate man, not very 
long ago, fell a ?idim to the odium which had been ex- 
cited by the atrocious nature of the crime alleged againd 
him ; and this mud fometimes happen, in fpite of the moft 
excellent fyftem of criminal proceedings that any country 
' could ever boaft. How cautious then ought we to be in 
pronouncing upon the guilt of thofe who are abfent, and 
where the fccne of accufaiion liesin auother hemifphere! 
I am very ill qualified to decide concerning the merit of 
Mr. Haftings ; but I am fuificiently qualified to pronounce 
that not one of the charges againA him has yet been proved 
to the fatisfadlion of any impartial man : nor is there one 
of them which has not been denied^ and very forcibly, at 
leaft very fpcciouily, invalidated. Mr. Burke, in the fcr- 
vour of his complimental eloquence, has this paflTage (p. 8i): 
" This man, whofe deep reach of thought, whofe large 
legiflative conceptions, and whofe grand plans of policy, 
make the mofl: fiiining part of our reports, from vohence tve 
hayi all learned our leffions. if we have learned any good onei ; 
this man, from whofe materials thofe gentlemen who have 
leaft acknowledged it, have yet fpoken as from a brief," &c. 
This paifage, I mull confefs, appears to me a very unfor- 
tunate one J fince it feems to place the foundation of all 
the bitter charges, both againfi: Mr. Haftings and the Eaft. 
India company, upon the evidence and reprefentations of 
one gentleman alone, and that gentleman known to have 
been upon terms of perfonal enmity with the parties ac- 
cufcd. Whatever may be the integrity and abilities of any 
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Are, unfupported by faft or argument* And 
are the proprietors of the Eall-India flock to 
be calumniated with every difgraceful epithet 
that can fling the heart, or degrade the charadcr 
vf man, merely becaufe they did not recall a 
minifler like Mr* Haftings, at the infligation of 
what now compnfes a majority of the commons ? 
On the contrary, it would have been madnefs 
to have done it 5 and it is the flrongcft proof 
both of their underflanding and their independ- 
ence, that they have dared to difregard the idle 
thunders of fuch a vote, and to follow the 
dicftates of their own better fenfe. Yet, that 
thex have dared to do this, and to maintain the 
freedom of their own appointments, in oppo* 
fition to the fenfe of the committees of the 
houfe of commons, is a fufficient reafon for 
your declaring '* that the condition of the com- 
pany is incorrigible.** Strange logic indeed ! 
and a new fpecics of dilemma ! Either the whole 
corporation is at once to refign its legal powers 

• 

man, common jullice requires that allowance (hould be 
made for thofc pailions which are infeparable from humaa 
nature : nor are fuch accufaiions as are produced in (he 
Speech I allude to, to be admitted upon the teilimooy of 
any individual in the uiiiverfe ; llill lefs upon another per« 
fon'« re pre fen tat ion, even of that very teilimony. For 
Mr. Burke himfelf allows, that he has learned his lejfon^ 
without producing his mailer. 

into 


into the hsuids of a majority of the houfe, to 
change the tenour of its proceedings, difplace 
its fervants, and manage its commercial affairs 
by every caprice of men, who, whatever they 
may knoNv, can know but little of India 
affairs, or elfe the punifhnpent of this audacity^ 
is to be the confifcation of all their privileges^ 
and the forfeiture of all their property* I have 
heafd of an highwayman, that prefented a 
piftol to a gentleman's breaft with this apoftro- 
phe, ^^ Sir, give me all your money, or clfc 
by G — d you'll be robbed.** I will not pain 
your delicacy by the application of the ftory ; 
but will you pleafe to inform us, where was the 
crime of the proprietors refifting a vote of the 
houfe ? If it be a crime, why are they not pro- 
ceeded againft and .puniflied in a legal way ? 
But if it be no more a crime for them to perfift 
in maintaining their own appointment, than 
it would be in me to keep a footman in defiance 
of a vote of the houfe of commons, how can 
this eftablifli either their corruption or their in- 
corrigibility ? 

But let me be permitted to analyze your 
Speech, and, throwing the pomp of metaphor 

• «* Ever fince the beginning of this fcffiop, the fame 
ad of audacity was repeated.^'— P, 87. 

and 
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and allufion afide, to confider the fimple fa&s 
«nd arguments * which it contains. Neither 
you, nor any of your honorable friends, can 
deny that the Eaft- India connpany have, for a 
confiderabic fpace of time previous to thcfe ac- 
cufations, managed their affairs with coofi- 
derabie attention and ability. Their profperity 
is a fufficient proof of this and the (lability of 
their empire. Now^ fir, the whole period which 
is contained in your accufations fcarcely extends 
to a dozen years. You were their defender in 
the year 1769, if you are the author of the 
pamphlet called, ^* Obfervations on a late State 
of the Nation ;" and you have defended them 
as low a» the year 1781, if any faith is to be 
given to the parliamentary ]De bates. Even in 
your prefent Speech you unguardedly allow 
^* the h& isy that for a long time there was a 
ftruggle, a faint one, indeed, between the com- 
pany and their iervancs*; of the directors you 
affirm, " there have been, fir, very frequently, 
men of the greateft integrity iand virtue amongft 
themf:" yet, after having paraded through 
an hundred pages of mere declamation and 
vague accufations, which have been repeatedly 
anfwered and contradifted, you gravely con* 

• Speech, p. 8S. f Ibid. p. 8 j* 
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dude that the whole body both of proprietors 
and directors is utterly incorrigible ; the one. 
for oppofing the vote of parliament ; the other, 
I fuppofe, for yielding obedience to it*. I 
believe fuch a conclufion derived from fuch 
premifes was never before hazarded by a man 
of your abilities : for what can be inferred even 
after the moft implicit acquiefcence in all your 
charges^ not one of which has . been authenti-* 
eated, unlefs that the fervants of the company 
have for fome years paft been guilty of mif* 
hefaavtour, and that the proprietors, piqued^ 
according to your own account ^^ by the in-- 

terfcrcncc 

** * The directors, fliU retaming fome (hadow of refpeGt to 
this houfe, inftituted an enquiry tbemfeUes, wbi<:h con- 
tiaued from June to Odtober ; and, after an attentive perufai 
and full confideration of papers, revived to take fteps for 
removing the perfons who had been the objedle of our 
rcfolutions.''— Speecb, p. 86.— Yet, p. 89, the diredort 
themfelves kre all wolves. ** He would appoint the wolf a 
guardian of the iheep; but he has invented a curious 
muzzle, by which this protedtng wolf (hall not be able to 
open his jaws above an inch or two at the utmod." 

May it not be afked whether any perfon was ever more 
conftantly reprefented in the light of a wolf, than Lord 
North by Mr. Burke and all his friends ? — Yet a late 
tranfadtion is a proof that wolves may either change their 
nature, or be moft Kappily reftrained from mifchief, by 
means of a coalition muzvde. 

t " Even the attempt you have made to enquire into 
their pra&icc9| and to reform abufes, has raifed and piqued 
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terference of the commons, have not (hewn all 
due refpeft to their illuftrious vote ? 

But why muft they be for this reafon in- 
corrigible ? Is not every body of men fubjeA to 
errors and to palfions ? Do not a calmer con* 
lideration of affairs, and longer experience, fre-^ 
quencly point out the necefficy of an alteration 
of condudt? And why might not the fame 
revolution of things take place in refpeft to 
thern^ which we have feen exemplified in the 
houfe of commoi^ ? For almofl: twenty years, 
/ (ir, the nadon has heard you and yoor friends 

declaiming againft venality and fecret influence | 
for almoft twenty years, if we can believe your 
repref«ntations, there has been- fcarcely a mca- 
fure which has not begun in folly and termi* 
nated in wickednefs. This is a longer fpace of 
, reprobation than what you have alleged againft 
the Eaft-India company. Yet fee how time, in 
its iilent progrefs, accomplifhes the moft 
ftupendous revolutions ! This houfe, which for- 
merly was a den of thieves, is now become the 
temple of the Lord ; " an independent houfe of 

tbcm ta a far more regular and fte?idy fupport.**— Speech, 
p. 88.^May it not be fufpedled chat ref^ntmeat againft aa 
interference, which they juftly thought improper, might aft 
upon the minds of the proprietors, as much as this original 
fin of corruptioo ? 

commons % 
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i^ommons ; in houfe of commons which has, b^;, 
iis own vircue, deftroyed the influence of par^ 
liamentary fubfervicncy." + 

Btlt as C0 the. idea of any body of men, that 
i| in a continual (late of fluctuation, being 
Iticiirably an(l nece0arily corrupt, the idea is as 
uciphilofophical as tbe purpofefor which it is 
iiltrodticed is upjuft. Is it for me, Gr, to in- 
fOrnfi a, man, that infills fo frequently and with. 
fo much pleafure upon his acquaintance with 
mankind, that every body of men is a6i:.ed upon* 
b^ circumftances, and ch^inges Us charadcr in 
unifoh with the general changes which fof round 
it? Even parliaments have been difinterelted. 
and, defended the liberties of the people. IS^ 
they arc grown IndiffirreAt to thefe circum- 
ftances^ it is becaufe the general relaxation of, 
the times admits the depravity; and becaufe 
fa&ion and intrigue have been difcovered to be 
more efFedtdal ways of making a fortune than. 
virtue or iiitegrity. Bat ftiould.the people once, 
more rouze fram their lethargy, and demand a^ 
fcvere account from their reprefentatives, of. 
all the millions which they have fquandercd, of 
all the mifmanagemenc which they have con- 
myed at ; fliould they for the future infift upon 

private virtue and public confiftency as indif-^. 
I 

f Speech, p. 97. 
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l^tarablie qualifications, we might perhaps fee % 
change more extraordinary^ in a certain honora-^ 
blc houfe, than any which, mark the year 1783. 

But as to the defenceless proprietors of £aft- 
India (lock^ it is an equal refiedtion upon your, 
houfe to have fuffered their crimes and obftinacy 
fo long as you pretend ^ and co be incapable of 
corre^ing it now» All men^ in every fituationj 
are naturally guided by the impulfe of tbeir 
own interefl: ; nor does a government ever. 
depend upon the virtue of its fubjefts, but 
upon the wifdom of its own regulations. Ic 
afcertains the crime, it fixes the mode of pro- 
fecution, it eftablifhes thf^ penalty. Look^ I 
fray you, fir, at your own ftatutes ; . there you 
will find a thoufand.of the thofl innocent adions 
in life prohibited under the fevereft penalties* 
Men may not confume the produd of their own 
fields, they may not fee the light of heaven, 
they may not fteep an handful of barley-corns 
in water^ without the leave of government* 
Lately you have undertaken that no man fliall 
difcharge the duties of common honefiy^ that 
hoc a labourer (hall pay his ale*houfe fcone, 
wichout the interference of government; and 
rather than fail, you hold out an univerfat 
patronage to every villa'm throughout the king* 
dom. Do you imagine, fir, that men fubmit 
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^lingly and chearfuDy to thefe abfufd op<f 
preflions ? No 5 they curfe your parties and 
your politics iH every tongue, by every form of 
rtligiotiy which prevails throughout the empire. 
But hard neceffity compels, the iron hand of 
power, and the terrors of impending punifh*^ 
menr. Are you able to do all this^ ahd are you 
ebliged to yield to the obftinacy alone of India pro"*- 
prietors ; men that are chained down in the midft 
of the capital; who are every in ftant expofed to 
your power, and obnoxious \o your vengeance i 
whofe fortunes are the conftint pledges of their 
conduft, and eipofed, if they difobey, to all 
your confcientious encroachments ? But pardon 
mc^ fir, if \ tell you that the whole fcheme is 
fuch a chaos of abfurdity, bad reafoning, and 
opprefllon, as never before difgraced a gpvf rn^ 
menr. 

Men will certainly neither yield up their pro^ 
pdrty or their liberty to the pretended necciTuics 
of government,' fo long as they can retain them* 
But are the reports of the committees to enquire 
into the frauds pra^ifed upon the revenue, a 
fufficient reafOn to pronounce that the brewers, 
tlie diftillers, and the numerous other traders 
who arc now the daily viflims of the cxcife, 
ire become incorrigible ; and therefore to iqveft 
their ihops, their warehoUfes, their diftijieries, 

V 2 in 


t iot ) 

'in pafrliitnentary comtniffion«rs ? Tetthe pxlii^ 
ciplc is equally appticable i with thu diStxtticb 
only, that after fotne hundred pages of deck- 
ination, not a fii%le adion has been proved s^gainft 
the Eaft-India proprietors^ which docs not ijpring 
from their undoubted right. 

But lirom the firft ill-omened hour, the year 
^767 *> when the a^airs of the company wer^ 

f 

^ It 18 wonh while to tonilder the following account of 
that tranfadion. — <*The Eafi-Indk 'company bad for a 
^ood white foiitited the minifliy for a hegociatioo^ .by 
Which they propofed to )>ay largely fb^ fome advantages ih 
their trade, and for tbe renewal of th\»r charter. This had 
been the former method of traAfa^in^ with that body. 
Gotrernmeut having only leafed the monopoly for ihorc 
terms, the company hili been obligei! to refort to it 
frequdntly for renewals* Tbefe two parties had alwayi^ne- 
gpciated (00 the true principle of credit J ki'ot as government 
land fubjedt, but as equal dealers, on the footing of mutual 
advantage. The public had derived great benefit from fuch 
dealing. But at that time new ideas prevailed,^ &c. ^•— ^ 
S^e the curious paflage at length in a pamphlet caUed, 
** Obfcrvations on a late State of the Nation,** p. 89. 

The following perhaps may not be inapplicable to the 
prefent times. *' In confequence of tbis fcheme^ the ter** 
rors of a parliamentary enquiry were hung over them. A 
judicature wasaflerted in parliamen't to try this quedion. 
But, led this judicial charader (hould chance to infpire cer«^ 
tain Aubborn ideas of law right, it was ai'gued, that the 
judictiture Was arbitrary, and ought not to determine by the 
rules of law, but by their opinion of policy and expedi- 
ency. Nothing exceeded the violence of (bme of the ma* 
nagers, except their impatience. They Were bewildered 
by their pall-iOns, and by their want of knowledge, or want 
of -coni^deration of the fubje6t."— Ibid, p. 90. 
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derived ft«iatl}«tc(?flitp^?c<?5t tilv n>i|lioo« wi^ft;, 
which it h^4 ^BPiichugd f hj^; pMljdic rey^e b^ 
yond example, almbft beyond calculation ! when 
once a government is thoroughly corrupted, 
wealth and profperity are crimes againft the ftate^ 
and the name of private right or franchife bc« 
comeis rebellion. The fpiric of defpotifm is 
blind as it is intolerant, and the nobleft trees of 
the foreft muft fall, to favc the trouble of 
gathering the fruit. 

This', and not the defire of reformation, has, 
I fear, guided all tfa& invaiions which have been 
made upon the company's rights ; from the 
famous bill which prevented their fending over 
fupervifors f to examine and correal the ftate of 
their affairs, down co the prefent, which puniflies 
them for the omiflion, by the confifcation of all 
their property. To diftrad their counfels, and 

t In the year 1772. 

embarraf* 


C 116 ) 

eibbarrtfs dieir afiairs ; to continue every abuf^^ 
but fruftrate every plan of reformation, till 
loaded with a weight of public odium and pri* 
vate diftriflcd, they might fink for ever into the 
bottomlefs gulf of minifterial influence ; has 
this, fir, been, or has it nor, the uniform, un» 
deviating policy of government i — While you 
paufe upon this important queftion^ I will take 
thy leave of you for the preient^ with the in^ 
tentioii of renewing our correfpondence* 
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